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	Implementation Priority: 

	Rationale: Beached bird surveys are an established method of collecting baseline date on mortality of marine birds.  They have been used to assess mortality of birds from oil spills, disease outbreaks, bycatch in fishing gear, and starvation from natural sources such as El Nino events. As data sets become available they will be become increasingly important in damage assessments from spills, and used by a variety of managers to assess health of bird communities.  
Beached marine mammals and turtles will also be recorded and reported to the appropriate sources, increasing NMFS database of strandings. These surveys are being conducted to detect high-mortality events (such as disease outbreaks and oil spills) and to establish baseline data on coastal aquatic bird mortality.


	Objectives:
· Develop a network of citizen scientists, state and federal biologists to conduct regular beached bird surveys along the Northeast coast of the US 
· Train some surveyors to conduct shorebird and seabird surveys
· Have volunteers enter data directly on the web, allowing for quick compilation of results
· 
	Deliverables:
· Web-based searchable database containing baseline data and information on mortality events (to be housed at the National Biological Information Infrastructure, USGS)


	Location: Northeast and Mid-Atlantic Coastal States (BCR 30)

	Target Species: Marine birds

	Timeline: 2004 – 2005 for initiation
	Lead Organization: Seabird Ecological Assessment Network (SEANET), or other NGOs, or USFWS and USGS

	Activity: Management and Assessment
	

	Partner Organizations: State of Mass, Canadian Wildlife Service, USFWS, USGS, National Park Service, State Wildlife agencies


	Costs: Volunteer Manager, data management, and operating expenses:  $80,000 per year


	Current Support: Some surveys underway at some parks, refuges, and NGO’s etc.


	Unfunded: All


	Potential Sources: State Wildlife Grants, oil spill restoration funds, USFWS, USGS, NMFS, USCG



