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	Program/Project Name: Development and Distribution of a Field Guide to Beached Birds (Dead) for the North Atlantic

	Submitted by:

Doug Forsell

	Implementation Priority: 

	Rationale: Beached bird surveys are an established method of collecting baseline date on mortality of marine birds.  They have been used to assess mortality events from oil spills, disease outbreaks, bycatch in fishing gear, and starvation from natural sources such as El Nino events. One of the most important tools necessary to carry out beached bird surveys is a good field guide to dead birds since most surveys are conducted by volunteers who may start out with limited dead bird identification skills.  Existing field guides to live birds are often inadequate because specimens may be in various states of decay, thus key features that persist in decayed birds such as bills and feet are highlighted by a beached bird guide.  The National Marine Fisheries Service will also provide the guide to their fisheries observers to use in identifying dead birds found in fisheries bycatch. The Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team (COASST) from Seattle, WA, will undertake the production of the Atlantic Beached Bird Survey Field Guide.  COASST has already produced a high-quality guide to beached birds of Washington and Oregon.  


	Objectives:
· Develop, print, and distribute a beached bird guide for North Atlantic marine birds that will be a lasting educational and practical resource for volunteers, government agencies, non-profit organizations, and oil spill response teams.
	Deliverables:
A beached bird field guide that will:

· be printed on waterproof paper for use in the field
· consist of a “key” to dead birds based primarily on foot type, a wing table and life-sized bill overlays in addition to pictures of dead birds
· include standardized techniques and data forms


	Location: Northeast States and Atlantic Maritime Provinces 
	Target Species: seabirds

	Timeline: 2004-2005
	Lead Organization: University of Washington

	Activity: Management and Assessment

	

	Partner Organizations: University of Washington, State of Massachusetts, NMFS, Environment Canada, NMFS, several others

	Costs: Development of guide: $100,000

	Current Support: Environment Canada, State of Mass, European Union, NMFS, University of Washington have provided a major portion of $100,000

	Unfunded: Printing and distribution costs: $30,000

	Potential Sources: State Wildlife Grants, Oil spill restoration funds, USFWS


