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Research Question #1: What are the effects of elevated contaminant levels on growth, reproduction, and survival? [vote count]
Method 1 – Based on results of data mining, biopsy in order to obtain an inter- and intra-comparison of contaminants across KW populations [4]
Method 2 – Build on ongoing work with harbor seals (as a integrator) to correlate effects (ties into current research by Jeffries et al. [4]
Method 3 – Data mine information (i.e., inter- and intra-comparison of contaminants across KW populations) to identify data gaps [2]
Method 4 – Literature and data survey for effects on marine mammals (e.g., Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program (AMAP)) [1]
Method 5 – Use harbor porpoise as surrogate [1]
Method 6 – Obtain tissue samples from odontocetes carcasses from areas of known contaminants [not part of vote … added during second discussion]
Research Question #2:  What are the sources of contaminants for killer whales?

Method 1 – Model food web pathways [5]
Method 2 – Document and measure contaminant levels in prey [5]

Method 3 – Expand geographic range of harbor seal work (coordinate with prey efforts) [4]

Method 4 – Obtain biopsy information and understand patterns [3]

Method 5 – Conduct ambient air monitoring amidst killer whale in presence/absence of whale watch activity [1]
Method 6 – Data mine all known data (including early samples)
Research Question #3:  What are known factors that would exacerbate the effect of bioaccumulated contaminants?

[The group identified factors including: disease, food limitation, behavior (road rage), life stage, social status, air quality, and water quality; they also indicated this would need significant information before answering the question; they also indicated a challenge would be to assess the various combinations of factors.] 

Method 1 – Literature review
Method 2 – Wait for results of Research Question #1
Other Research Questions:

· What are the contaminant loads of different individuals?

· Do/have contaminant levels changed over time? How? What is the rate of change?

· What other contaminants should we be looking at?
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