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The National Blind Rehab Conference call on August 30 announced the formation of the Field Advisory Council (FAC).During the week of September 5, 2006, the Field Advisory Council (FAC) met at Headquarters. This was the initial meeting. The members of the group include Jerry Schutter, George Sands, Bill Wilson, Karen Petty, Bill Johnson and Walt Werkhoven. The members felt that this was a productive meeting. Bill Wilson, BROS from Orlando is the secretary for the group and Walt Werkhoven, VIST VA Puget Sound is the chairman.
The purpose, composition as well as specific responsibilities of the FAC are listed below.

The FAC will be another avenue of communication between the field and Headquarters. 

Purpose

The purpose of the Field Advisory Council (FAC) is to advise and assist the National Director, Blind Rehabilitation Services (BRS) in order to strengthen and enhance services to blind veterans.  The FAC will provide guidance that will shape programming, assist in policy implementation and augment the strategic planning process. Ad hoc groups will be established as needed under the direction of the FAC.

Composition 
1.
The FAC will be comprised of a membership that represents the different disciplines within BRS as well as a geographic representation to ensure wide-spread inclusion and a high level of expertise on the Council.

2.
The membership will include a total of six representatives from: 

A.   Blind Rehabilitation Center Chiefs (two),  

B.   Visual Impairment Services Team (VIST) Coordinators (three), 

C.   Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialists (one)

Specific Responsibilities of the Field Advisory Council
The specific responsibilities of the FAC are to:

1.
Develop and provide guidance on proposed policies, directives, and programs as requested by the BRS Director.

2.
Solicit, consolidate and integrate issues and concerns of field personnel and bring these to the attention of BRS Program Office staff and the FAC forum for open discussion and issue resolution.

3.
Monitor the progress of the BRS National Strategic Plan through the receipt of written reports or presentations made to the FAC by the committees that have been tasked with implementing the strategic plan goals. The FAC will provide input and guidance as appropriate.  The FAC will facilitate dissemination of information regarding the strategic plan to the field via monthly conference calls and other methods as appropriate.

4.
Work with the Program Office and the National Program Consultants to set the agenda items for the BRS monthly national conference call. 

5.
Initiate surveys and requests for information to assist the Program Office in acquiring data needed for program evaluation, planning and development.

6.
Actively participate in the established networks for sharing information.

7.
Accept assignments as requested by the BRS Director.

