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images of vast, barren land-
scapes of sand, rocks, and a
Sfew twisted, thorny plants
baking under an unrelenting
sun. Contrary to appear-
ances, however, deserts can
harbor surprising biological
diversity, although much of it
is not readily apparent. In
response to extreme environ-
mental conditions, many
species are secretive, noctur-
nal, or active only seasonally.
These conditions have led to a
high number of endemic
species, or those found only
within a restricted range.
Desert habitats also can be
surprising; man)y are quite
Sfragile and, once damaged,
difficult to restore. Such char-
acteristics make deserts chal-
lenging but intriguing places
Jfor us to conserve endangered
species and the ecosystems

upon which they depend.
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The Endangered Species Bulletin welcomes manuscripts on a wide range of topics related to
endangered species. We are particularly interested in news about recovery, habitat conserva-
tion plans, and cooperative ventures. Please contact the Editor before preparing a manuscript.
We cannot guarantee publication.

The Fish and Wildlife Service distributes the Bulletin primarily to Federal and State agencies,

and official contacts of the Endangered Species Program. It also is reprinted by the University
of Michigan as part of its own publication, the Endangered Species UPDATE. To subscribe, write
the Endangered Species UPDATE, School of Natural Resources and Environment, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1115; or call (734) 763-3243.

” Printed with vegetable-based ink on recycled and recyclable paper. If you do not keep
, 1 back issues, please recycle the paper, pass them along to an interested person, or
"/ donate them to a local school or library.
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