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Desert: the word conjures 

images of vast, barren land­

scapes of sand, rocks, and a 

few twisted, thorny plants 

baking under an unrelenting 

sun. Contrary to appear­

ances, however, deserts can 

harbor surprising biological 

diversity, although much of it 

is not readily apparent. In 

response to extreme environ­

mental conditions, many 

species are secretive, noctur­

nal, or active only seasonally. 

These conditions have led to a 

high number of endemic 

species, or those found only 

within a restricted range. 

Desert habitats also can be 

surprising; many are quite 

fragile and, once damaged, 

difficult to restore. Such char­

acteristics make deserts chal­

lenging but intriguing places 

for us to conserve endangered 

species and the ecosystems 

upon which they depend. 
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REGION ONE Eastside Federal Complex, 911 N.E. 11th Ave, Portland OR 97232 

California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Anne Badgley, Regional Director  (503)231-6118

Washington, American Samoa, Commonwealth http://pacific.fws.gov/

of the Northern Mariana Islands,

Guam and the Pacific Trust Territories


REGION TWO P.O. Box 1306, Albuquerque, NM 87103 

Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas H. Dale Hall, Acting Regional Director  (505)248-6282 
http://southwest.fws.gov/ 

REGION THREE Federal Bldg., Ft. Snelling, Twin Cities MN 55111 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, William Hartwig, Regional Director (612)715-5301 
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The Sonoran Desert is an 
area of surprising 
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