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	Rationale: More accurate and precise inventories are needed to determine key nesting areas for state-listed non-colonial waterbirds. While much is known about coastal colonial waterbirds, little is known about the distribution of non-colonial inland species such as the Pied-billed Grebe, American Bittern and rails. GIS-based habitat modeling combined with expanded inventory efforts would help conservation planners to better understand the distribution of these species in the state and allow for more effective conservation planning.  


	Objectives:

· Determine key nesting areas for non-colonial freshwater waterbirds such as rails, Least and American Bitterns and Pied-billed Grebes.    

	Deliverables:
· GIS layer of key nesting areas in CT
· Foundation for conservation management planning



	Location: Connecticut 

	Target Species: Clapper Rail, Common Moorhen, King Rail, Sora, Virginia Rail, Pied-billed Grebe, American Bittern, Least Bittern


	Timeline: To be determined 
	Lead Organization: To be determined

	Activity: Research
 
	

	Partner Organizations: Audubon Connecticut, Connecticut Audubon Society, USFWS, CT DEP, Connecticut Ornithological Association


	Costs: To be determined


	Current Support:



	Unfunded: All


	Potential Sources: To be determined



