
Why an Ice Service ?Why an Ice Service ?Why an Ice Service ?Why an Ice Service ?
Icebergs are a significant marine hazard

Reduta Ordona in drydock after striking an iceberg (July, 1996)



North American Ice Service (NAIS)North American Ice Service (NAIS)
A C dA C d US i iti tiUS i iti tiA Canada A Canada -- US initiativeUS initiative

Mission: be the authoritative source of marine 
ice information to meet the needs and obligations 
of the United States and Canadian governments.

Vision: create a harmonized suite of products 
and services for ice information to meetand services for ice information to meet 
government needs for safety of navigation, 
security and informed decision makingy g



NAIS Canadian componentNAIS Canadian componentNAIS Canadian componentNAIS Canadian component
• Mandate/Mission

• Warn maritime users of hazardous ice 
conditions in Canadian waters

• Maintain a general historic knowledge of 
ice conditions and ice climatologyice conditions and ice climatology

• Provides ice information 
in support of:
• Ship routing

I b ki ti• Icebreaking operations
• Climate monitoring
• Weather forecasting etc• Weather forecasting, etc.
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Unusual ice events are in the newsUnusual ice events are in the newsUnusual ice events are in the newsUnusual ice events are in the news

•• The 66 squareThe 66 square--km Ayles ice km Ayles ice 
shelfshelfshelfshelf

•• Broke away in August 2005Broke away in August 2005
•• Freed by high temperaturesFreed by high temperatures
•• and winds.  and winds.  
•• 3,000 years old3,000 years old
•• 15 km long by 5 km wide15 km long by 5 km wide
•• 35 meters thick35 meters thick

Detected by Laurie WeirDetected by Laurie Weir•• Detected by Laurie Weir Detected by Laurie Weir 
NAIS in near real timeNAIS in near real time

•• Now 80 km west of originNow 80 km west of origingg




