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Tons of Marine Debris Removed from Washington Coastline

The Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary and Olympic National Park successfully completed a two year project to
remove marine debris from remote wilderness beaches, protecting marine wildlife and improving wilderness aesthetics
along this nationally significant and rugged coastline. With funding from the NOAA Marine Debris Program, the project
removed over seven tons of debris using Student Conservation Corps crews, often which had to hike over seven miles
from beach to trailheads over difficult terrain, as well as using helicopters for larger accumulations of debris with even
more difficult access. Agency personnel, the volunteer coordinators and the volunteers themselves gained new
insights into the complex logistics of removal operations that will improve future coastal cleanups.

For more information, please contact carol.bernthal@noaa.gov.

[top]
Marine debris presentations on the Big Island of Hawaii

On January 5th and 6th,Pacific Islands Outreach Coordinator, Carey Morishige, gave two presentations highlighting
marine debris in Hawaii, as well as the NOAA Marine Debris Program. The evening presentations were held in Hilo and
Kona on the Island of Hawaii. While the presentations themselves attracted fairly small audiences, the media coverage
of these presentations (particularly the one in Kona) garnered good publicity and coverage of marine debris. Since
then, the program has fielded numerous calls and emails for more information on both marine debris and ways they
can get involved.
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The Gulf of Mexico Marine Debris Project launches new website



http://gulfofmexico.marinedebris.noaa.gov

The Gulf of Mexico Marine Debris Project recently launched a website to provide users with critical information and
maps of debris laden survey areas, indicating the geographic position of each debris contact. Based upon feedback
received from stakeholders, the site has already undergone significant functionality improvements. For the future, the
Project team is developing an Internet Mapping System (IMS) interface to deliver debris data and location to users via
dynamic, scaleable, and easy to use web-based maps. Both printable maps and the IMS interface highlight areas of
debris abundance as potential threats to commercial fishing and shrimping operations. This information will also be
useful to ongoing debris removal efforts being coordinated by State natural resource managers, the United States
Coast Guard, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

For more information on this project, please contact Neal.Parry@noaa.gov.
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Gulf of Mexico Marine Debris Team Establishes Outreach Partnership

The Gulf of Mexico Marine Debris Project team is partnering with Louisiana Sea Grant (LSG) and the Mississippi-
Alabama Sea Grant Consortium (MASGC) to develop and employ outreach materials and strategies that are
transferable to constituents in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. The goal is to increase coastal stakeholders’
awareness of the data and information generated from post-hurricane marine debris survey work. Highlights of the
collaboration include, a Gulf marine debris public service announcement, posters and brochures to promote debris data
and maps available on the project Web site (http://gulfof mexico.marinedebris.noaa.gov), and foreign language
translations to reach non-english speaking members of local fishing and shrimping communities. Sea Grant has strong,
established contacts with the recreational and commercial fishing and boating communities along the Northern Gulf
Coast. By partnering with LSG and MASGC, the Gulf Marine Debris team is aiming to enhance awareness and
promotion of the marine debris project and its findings.

For more information, please contact Brendan.Bray@noaa.gov.
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Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council supports Marine Debris Removal Project

At their January 19th meeting, the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council endorsed a
Derelict Fishing Gear Removal Project by Dr. Kirsten Gilardi of the UC Davis SeaDoc Society. Derelict fishing
gear can be dangerous to wildlife, boaters, and divers, and can degrade healthy marine habitat. In 2006, Dr.
Gilardi began a collaborative project to work with local fishers to recover lost fishing gear from the islands.
Funded in part by NOAA’s Marine Debris Program, the team removed 326 pieces of gear from Anacapa and
Santa Cruz Islands, most of which were lobster traps. Traps in good condition were returned to owners
resulting in an estimated savings of $4,000-$8,000 to the fishers. In addition, a large purse seine net weighing
4,000 Ibs and covering over 5,000 square feet of seafloor was recovered from Santa Rosa Island. Dr. Gilardi
presented her progress to the Council, which endorsed a letter to the California Ocean Protection Council



requesting continued funding for the project.

For more information, contact Danielle.Lipski@noaa.gov.
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Marine Debris in the News

Marine Debris

Honolulu Advertiser, For the environment, January 2, 2007
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20070102/NEWS11/701020324/

1001/NEWS

"Learn to help reduce marine debris and protect the ocean, 6:30-8 p.m. Friday at Mokupapapa Discovery Center,
Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort; sponsored by NOAA Marine Debris Program; call 397-2651, ext. 256."

New environmental laws taking effect
The Times-Standard, December 31, 2006
http://www.times-standard.com/local/ci 4928954

Blue Notes

E/The Environmental Magazine - Norwalk,CT,USA

http://www.emagazine.com/view/?3400&src=QHA238

"...What the President and others did discuss was the problem of marine debris, particularly plastic waste that
drifts into the area on Pacific currents."

Beach clean up report sent to Environment Minister
ABC News Online, Australia, December 29, 2006
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200612/s1819213.htm

Garbage - a messy problem
The San Pedro Sun, December 28, 2006
http://www.sanpedrosun.net/06-512.html

Photos that document the poisoning of paradise

This Is London, December 28, 2006
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/news/article-23379684-
details/Photos+that+document+the+poisoning+of+paradise/article.do

Good news for local clammers
Seacoast online, December 27, 2006
http://www.seacoastonline.com/news/12272006/nhnews-ph-eye.on.estuary.html

Christmas doesn’t have to be wasteful
Montrose Daily Press, December 26, 2006
http://www.montrosepress.com/articles/2006/12/26/local _news/1.txt

Sea world lets her see world
The Daily Item, December 26, 2006
http://www.dailyitem.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20061226/NEWS/612260304

Slowing a tide of pollutants

Runoff from land dwellers -- urban and agricultural -- harms coastal waters, but there are solutions.

LA Times, December 25, 2006
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/la-na-oceans25dec25,1,1807687.story?coll=la-headlines-
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Styrofoam containers on way out

S.F., OAKLAND TO BAN PLASTIC AT EATERIES

San Jose Mercury News, December, 21, 2006
http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/local/16288974.htm

"San Francisco and Oakland will ban uses of polystyrene foams by restaurants next year in an effort to force the use of
biodegradable alternatives.

Oakland will enact a ban Jan. 1, followed by San Francisco on June 1. Berkeley banned all uses of polystyrene foam,
also known as styrofoam, years ago.

Uses of paper and cardboard are still allowed under the new rules. But new plant-based products made of sugarcane,
bamboo and rice pulp and other organic materials are better for the environment, officials from both cities said recently.

San Jose environmental officials could also consider a ban on styrofoam use by restaurants providing the city develops
a zero-waste policy first, Environmental Services Department spokeswoman Lindsey Wolf said. Emeryville, Livermore
and Capitola are also reportedly interested in considering a ban on the materials.-- RID"

Marine debris trashing islands
West Hawaii Today, January 8, 2007
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/articles/2007/01/08/local/local02.txt

Many hands can help keep our coasts clean
St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Bay, FL, January 8, 2007
http://www.sptimes.com/2007/01/08/Opinion/Many _hands_can_help k.shtml

Escalating threat to the future of Scotland's seas
Scotsman - Edinburgh,Scotland,UK,
http://news.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=26872007

Troubled Waters
Daytona Beach News-Journal - Daytona,FL,USA, January 7, 2007
http://www.news-journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/News/Headlines/ftHEAD01010707.htm

Reduce, reuse, recover

A new cleanup program recoups 10 tons of fishing gear from local waters
Ventura County Reporter - Ventura,CA,USA, January 4, 2007
http://www.vcreporter.com/article.php?id=4154&IssueNum=105

Our Ocean World - January 3rd segment

About the Garbage Patch w/ quotes from Dr. Curtis Ebbesmeyer
*You do need a login/registration for the site to listen to the clip.
http://www.prx.org/pieces/15889

Deathtraps Removed From Coastal Waters
Discovery News, December 26, 2006
http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2006/12/26/oceanjunk pla.html?category=earth

Renourishment has pros and cons for turtle tots

Charleston Post Courier (subscription) - Charleston,SC, January 12, 2007
http://www.charleston.net/assets/webPages/departmental/news/Stories.aspx?section=localnewsé&tableld
=126259&pubDate=1/12/2007

Santa Monica: Nonrecyclable ban given thumbs up by City Council
The Argonaut, CA, January 11, 2007



http://www.argonautnewspaper.com/articles/2007/01/11/news - features/top stories/3sm.txt

LAST CALL TO APPLY FOR BOATU.S. FOUNDATION
Megayacht; Superyacht News - Fort Lauderdale,FL, January9, 2007
http://www.megayachtnews.com/index.php?news=1258

A bay for the saving

Volunteers are cleaning up a mess left when two barges were abandoned off scenic Parker Island

Times Colonist, Canada, January 8, 2007

http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/capital van _isl/story.html|?id=b846d782-2dc0-4867-add7-
edaf1198b248&k=57056

Lecture addresses garbage in ocean
Hawaii Tribune Herald, January 8, 2007
http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/articles/2007/01/08/local _news/local01.txt

Harbour mess: Who'll pay for cleanup?

Delta officials agree that waterfront is an ‘eyesore'

The Vancouver Sun, January 8, 2007
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/westcoastnews/story.htm|?id=8236bfda-adfd-4cd8-b052-04ce481d121e

Union Bay shoreline cleaned
Comox Valley Record, Canada, January 5, 2007
http://www.comoxvalleyrecord.com/portals-code/list.cqi?paper=8&cat=23&id=805796&more=

Littering lethal to marine life
Delaware Beachcomber, DE, January 5, 2007
http://www.delmarvanow.com/debeachcomber/stories/20070105/2359403.html

Trashcans and fish both have mouths
Delmarva Daily Times, MD, January 4, 2007
http://www.delmarvanow.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070104/SPORTS/701040340/1006

Trash litters SouthCoast shores
SouthCoastToday.com, MA, January 2, 2007
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/daily/01-07/01-03-07/05local.htm

Birds hit by oil as pumping is delayed
Times Online - UK, January 23, 2007
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2560704,00.html

Cleanup of debris off DI to begin
Mobile Register - Mobile,AL, January 22, 2007
http://www.al.com/news/mobileregister/index.ssf?/base/news/1169461354149750.xml&coll=3

UK workers race to remove fuel from listing ship

CNN.com - London, England, January 22, 2007

*Videos available*

Scavengers help themselves to cargo (1:52)

Ship loses cargo off England (2:21)
http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/europe/01/22/britain.ship.ap/index.html

Air Force, residents clash over cleanup
Honolulu Advertiser - Honolulu,HI,USA
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070121/NEWS11/701210374/1021/NEWS

The sand, the sun, the sea, the squalor



The Great Eastern Garbage Patch, twice the size of Texas, spreads litter to far shores.
Star Tribune, January 19, 2007
http://www.startribune.com/1513/story/945366.html

Hurricane Katrina: Mississippi recovery update
Relief\Web, FEMA press release, Biloxi, MS, January 19, 2007
http://www.reliefweb.int/rm/RWB.NSF/db900SID/YSAR-6XLSNG?0OpenDocument

Cleanup almost complete
Edwardsville Intelligencer - Edwardsville,IL, January 19, 2007
http://www.goedwardsville.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=17730954&BRD=2291&PAG=461&dept_id=473648&rfi=6

Time for recycling is now (Opinion)
Camden County Tribune - St. Marys,GA, January 19, 2007
http://www.tribune-georgian.com/articles/2007/01/19/news/opinion/2opinion1.19.txt

Frogs thwart Cosgrove Creek clean-up
Union Democrat - Sonora,CA, January 19, 2007
http://www.uniondemocrat.com/news/story.cfm?story no=22483

Beach trash arelentless tide
Honolulu Advertiser, January 18, 2007
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2007/Jan/18/In/EP701180353.html

Freeport balks at dredging canal for harbor
Brazosport Facts (subscription) - Clute, TX, January 18, 2007
http://thefacts.com/story.lasso?ewcd=6f5f00e8b6932552

Katrina cleanup leaves its mark
Providence Journal - Providence,RI, January 18, 2007
http://www.projo.com/news/content/EPA CLEANUP_ 01-18-07 AE3VCTU.19609a9.html

Wetlands permitting held off
SunHerald.com - Biloxi,MS, January 17, 2007
http://www.sunherald.com/mld/thesunherald/business/16477321.htm

Bottle deposit bill proposed to help reduce littering
Business Gazette - Gaithersburg,MD, January 17, 2007
http://www.gazette.net/stories/011707/montcoul80655 31976.shtml

Crab pots create boating hazard at Chetco River
U.S. Coast Guard Thirteenth District Press Release, January 17, 2007
http://www.d13publicaffairs.com/go/doc/21/142190/

Diving for debris: A.F. company cleans up Hoover Dam bypass damage
Daily Herald - Provo,UT, January 29, 2007
http://www.heraldextra.com/content/view/208392/3/

Adopt-A-Beach program seeks caretakers
Portsmouth Herald News - Portsmouth,NH, January 28, 2007
http://www.seacoastonline.com/news/01282007/mikesullivan.html

Ocean life endangered by plastic debris
Camarillo Acorn - Camarillo,CA, January 26, 2007
http://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/news/2007/0126/Community/017.html

From the field [On Boat US Foundation's marine debris focused grant]



News & Observer - Raleigh,NC, January 25, 2007
http://www.newsobserver.com/122/story/535778.html

Napoli clean up operation underway
4ni.co.uk - UK, January 25, 2007
http://www.4ni.co.uk/news.asp?id=58691

Marine Debris Cleanup Reaches Crucial Milestone
Media Newswire (press release) - New York,NY,USA
http://media-newswire.com/release 1042088.html

Save Metal, Save Hawaii
Midweek, Honolulu, HI, January 24, 2007
http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/newsmaker_article/save _metal save hawaii/

Nothing fishy about keeping the ocean clean
LA Times, January 24, 2007
http://www.latimes.com/features/kids/readingroom/la-et-kidcal24jan24,1,5390337.story?ctrack=1

Debris Cleanup Reaches Milestone
WTOK - Meridian,MS, January 24, 2007
http://www.wtok.com/news/headlines/5346336.htm|

Environmental disaster feared as hundreds of oil-covered seabirds washed up in Devon
Independent - London,England,UK, January 24, 2007
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this britain/article2180800.ece

Lake Borgne survey set
2TheAdvocate - Baton Rouge,LA, January 23, 2007
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/suburban/5299396.html

Press Release: MIASF’s 30th Anniversary Waterway Cleanup
Superyacht News - Fort Lauderdale,FL, January 23, 2007
http://www.megayachtnews.com/index.php?news=1286

Lebanon: UN calls for urgent aid to clean up toxic debris from summer war with Israel
UN News Centre, January 23, 2007
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21304&Cr=lebanon&Crl=

[top]

This weekly report is distributed by NOAA's Office of Response & Restoration, Marine Debris Program. Any questions,
comments, or submissions should be sent to Carey Morishige at Carey.Morishige@noaa.gov.
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