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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING ASSISTS WITH EQUIPMENT PURCHASE
Bennett County to Purchase 4-Wheel Drive Vehicle 

(Martin, South Dakota – October 4, 2005)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer today delivered a ceremonial check to Bennett County representing a community facility loan in the amount of $13,200 to purchase a first response vehicle. 
“The 4-wheel drive vehicles will be used to serve the general public in Bennett County.  This equipment will assist in emergency situations and will be beneficial when road conditions are hazardous or in rough terrain areas,” said Boehmer.
Presently, Bennett County does not have a reliable 4-wheel drive vehicle to use on rough terrain during blizzard conditions.  They cover two very rural counties (Bennett and Shannon) that often lack passable roads during the extended winter. The funding will be used to purchase a 4-wheel drive vehicle for use in extreme conditions for rescue missions by the county emergency responders.  This first response vehicle will meet a great need to better serve this community with the emergency support they require.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $10,800. 
“The Bennett County Board of Commissioners is extremely pleased to receive this grant for a law department vehicle.  This allows the Bennett County sheriff’s department to better serve the people of Bennett County,” said Susan Williams, Bennett County Auditor.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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