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I. INTRODUCTION

TheThe following evidence is supplied to further assistThe following evidence is supplied to further assist the Court in the analysis of the general

andand specific jurisdiction arguments as expressed and specific jurisdiction arguments as expressed in 1) Cand specific jurisdiction arguments as expressed in 1) Class Plaintiffs � Preliminary Response to

DefendantDefendant Bridgestone Corporation �s Motion to DismisDefendant Bridgestone Corporation �s Motion to Dismiss MasDefendant Bridgestone Corporation �s Motion to Dismiss Master Complaint for Lack of Personal

Jurisdiction;Jurisdiction; and 2) Class Plaintiffs � (1) Response to BrJurisdiction; and 2) Class Plaintiffs � (1) Response to BridgestonJurisdiction; and 2) Class Plaintiffs � (1) Response to Bridgestone Corporation �s Motion for

ProtectiveProtective Order;Protective Order; and (2) Supplemental Response to Bridgestone Corporation � s MotionProtective Order; and (2) Supplemental Response to Bridgestone Corporation � s Motion to Dismiss

forfor Lack of Personal Jurifor Lack of Personal Jurisdiction;for Lack of Personal Jurisdiction; and 3) Class Plaintiffs � Submission of Supplemental Facts in

OppositionOpposition to Bridgestone Corporation � s Motion to Dismiss forOpposition to Bridgestone Corporation �s Motion to Dismiss for Lack of PersonalOpposition to Bridgestone Corporation � s Motion to Dismiss for Lack of Personal Jurisdiction.  As

thethe weight of the evidence in the record of this case regarding Bridgestone �s U.S. presence and

controlcontrol over Firestone continues to mount, Plaintifcontrol over Firestone continues to mount, Plaintiffs feltcontrol over Firestone continues to mount, Plaintiffs felt it appropriate to submit additional

jurisdictionaljurisdictional evidence and information at this time in support ofjurisdictional evidence and information at this time in support of a ruling that by the overwhelming

weightweight ofweight of the evidence, Bridgestone Corporation is clearly subject to the jurisdiction ofweight of the evidence, Bridgestone Corporation is clearly subject to the jurisdiction of this Court.

II. NUMEROUSNUMEROUS CONUMEROUS COURNUMEROUS COURTS HAVE EXERCISED PERSONAL JURISDICTION OVER
BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION

DueDue to the overwhelming evidence of BridDue to the overwhelming evidence of BridgestoneDue to the overwhelming evidence of Bridgestone Corporation � s (or  � Bridgestone � ) U.S.

presencepresence and control over Bridgestone/Fpresence and control over Bridgestone/Firestonpresence and control over Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. (or  �Firestone � ), courts have increasingly

foundfound an exercise of jurisdictionfound an exercise of jurisdiction over Bridgestone Corporation is warranted.  Thesefound an exercise of jurisdiction over Bridgestone Corporation is warranted.  These rulings include:

GloriaGloria Gregory v. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et. al., Civ. Action No. 00-C-1583,
Ohio County Court, West Virginia, 5/31/01, order attached as Ex. 1.

EmilyEmily McDaniel v. BridgEmily McDaniel v. Bridgestone/FEmily McDaniel v. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et. al., Case No. 01-CP-25-160,
Hampton County, South Carolina, 7/18/01, order attached as Ex. 2.

WilliWilliamWilliam FloWilliam Floyd Robinson v. Bridgestone Firestone Inc., 00-CP-40-4107, Richland
CouCounty,County, SCounty, South Carolina,  5/15/01, order attached, Ex. 3, and transcript of hearing
attached, Ex. 4.
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TeresaTeresa Marie Smith v. Bridgestone/Firestone,Teresa Marie Smith v. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.,Teresa Marie Smith v. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et. al., U.S.D.C., C.D. of
California,California, MinCalifornia, MinuteCalifornia, Minute California, Minute Order,California, Minute Order, California, Minute Order, 5/7/01,California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attachedCalifornia, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex.California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5,California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denyingCalifornia, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denying California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denying motionCalifornia, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denying motion California, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denying motion foCalifornia, Minute Order, 5/7/01, attached Ex. 5, denying motion for reconsideration,
and appeal of March 29, 2001 order, Ex. 6.

InIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone and General Motors CorporationIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone and General Motors Corporation Tire Cases, Case No.
01MD-3,01MD-3, Davidson County, Tennessee, Order Denying01MD-3, Davidson County, Tennessee, Order Denying Motion01MD-3, Davidson County, Tennessee, Order Denying Motion to Dismiss for Lack
of Personal Jurisdiction, 8/10/01, Ex. 7.

ForFor theFor the rationale expressed in these opinions, and based on theFor the rationale expressed in these opinions, and based on the evidence to date, Bridgestone

Corporation is subject to the jurisdiction of this Court.

III. SUPPLEMENTAL JURISDICTIONAL EVIDENCE

A. BridgestonBridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Has Vowed to Avail Itself of the U.S.
CourtCourt System inCourt System in Fighting Any Further Recall of FirestoneCourt System in Fighting Any Further Recall of Firestone Tires.

In the latest showingIn the latest showing of both U.S. presence andIn the latest showing of both U.S. presence and ultimate control of Bridgestone/Firestone,

Inc.Inc. by Bridgestone Corporation, currenInc. by Bridgestone Corporation, current BriInc. by Bridgestone Corporation, current Bridgestone President & CEO Shigeo Watanabe told a

news conference:

 � The � The  � The NHTSA � s � The NHTSA � s  � The NHTSA � s assertion � The NHTSA � s assertion  � The NHTSA � s assertion is � The NHTSA � s assertion is  � The NHTSA � s assertion is absolu � The NHTSA � s assertion is absolutely unacceptable to Firestone, because the
WildernessWilderness ATWilderness AT tires are safe and without defects. � . . . Wilderness AT tires are safe and without defects. � . . .   � Should the NHTSA
orderorder Firestoneorder Firestone to recall the tires,order Firestone to recall the tires, we will dispute the issue in court. �   The
JapanJapan Times Online, 7/24/01, Bridgestone to cJapan Times Online, 7/24/01, Bridgestone to chJapan Times Online, 7/24/01, Bridgestone to challenge any further recall
order, Ex. 8.

A related article in The Wall Street Journal reports that Mr. Watanabe:

 � Insist(s) �Insist(s) his compan �Insist(s) his company  �Insist(s) his company has evidence that its Firestone tires are safe, the
presidentpresident of Bridgestone Corp. saidpresident of Bridgestone Corp. said the tirepresident of Bridgestone Corp. said the tire maker is ready to take the battle
to court if a U.S. safety agency orders the U.S. unit to recall more tires.

 �The tires �The tires are safe and there are no defects.  The investigation �The tires are safe and there are no defects.  The investigation should focus
onon on both tires and the vehicles, � Mr. Watanabe told a news conferenon both tires and the vehicles, � Mr. Watanabe told a news conference ion both tires and the vehicles, � Mr. Watanabe told a news conference in
TokyoTokyo on MonTokyo on Monday,Tokyo on Monday, repeating an argument that Bridgestone has held to for
months now.

 �I f � If Bridgestone/Firestone is ordered to implement � If Bridgestone/Firestone is ordered to implement a mandatory recall, wewe are
preparedprepared to dispute it in court, �  Mr. W, � Mr. Watanabe sa, �  Mr. Watanabe said. �   See,  � Bridgestone
PresiPresidentPresident WPresident Watanabe Is Ready for Court Fight in U.S. �  by Todd Zaun, The
Wall Street Journal, 7/24/01, Ex. 9.
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Ironically,Ironically, Bridgestone seeks toIronically, Bridgestone seeks to avail itself of the very systemIronically, Bridgestone seeks to avail itself of the very system it claims has no jurisdiction

over it.

B. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation HBridgestone Corporation Has StBridgestone Corporation Has Stated Publicly its Intention to
IncreaseIncrease the U.S. Presence of BridgestoneIncrease the U.S. Presence of Bridgestone Brands in the WakeIncrease the U.S. Presence of Bridgestone Brands in the Wake of
the Recall.

AtAt another press conference, Bridgestone CEOAt another press conference, Bridgestone CEO Watanabe indicated thatAt another press conference, Bridgestone CEO Watanabe indicated that Bridgestone intends

to have Firestone sell more of Bridgestone �s brands in the U.S. as a result of the recall.

 � Leading � Leading automobile tire maker Bridgestone Corp. � Leading automobile tire maker Bridgestone Corp. (J.BDT) said Friday it will promote sales
ofof its Bridgestof its Bridgestone brand of its Bridgestone brand to revive North American operations after a huge recall scandal
relatedrelated to the Firestone brand .related to the Firestone brand . . . Therelated to the Firestone brand . . . The company expects the Bridgestone brand to account for
somesome 50% of group sales insome 50% of group sales in North America within a few years, President Shigeosome 50% of group sales in North America within a few years, President Shigeo Watanabe
saidsaid at a prsaid at a press conferesaid at a press conference.  Currently, Bridgestone accounts for about 30% of sales while
FirestoneFirestone makes up 70%. �   Bridgestone to Promote Own Brand In NorthFirestone makes up 70%. �   Bridgestone to Promote Own Brand In North America - Kyodo,
Dow Jones Newswires, 8/10/01, Ex 10, see, also Ex. 8.

C. BridgestoneBridgestone CorpoBridgestone CorporatiBridgestone Corporation Contracted With Dr. Govindjee to
Conduct a Root Cause Analysis of the Tires in Question.

BridgestoBridgestoneBridgestone hired the independent expert to determine root cause of the tire defect.  Bridgestone hired the independent expert to determine root cause of the tire defect.  FirestonBridgestone hired the independent expert to determine root cause of the tire defect.  Firestone

rootroot causeroot cause expert Dr. Govindjee � s contractroot cause expert Dr. Govindjee � s contract is not with Firestone, but with  � Bridgestone Corp. Ltd.,

aa corporation of Japan, acting through its subsidiaries, inter alia, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. �

Govindjee Disclosure Agreement, 09/05/00, Ex. 11.

D. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation ContinuesBridgestone Corporation Continues toBridgestone Corporation Continues to Direct the Response to the
Tire Recall for Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.

InIn addition to hiring Dr. Govindjee, Bridgestone sent Japanese technical experts and

engineersengineers joinedengineers joined in the investigative group from Firestone examining tire recall issues. engineers joined in the investigative group from Firestone examining tire recall issues.  John Lampe

CongressionalCongressional Testimony,Congressional Testimony, Aug. 12,Congressional Testimony, Aug. 12, 2000, at p. 2, Ex. 12, see, also, Deposition of John Behr, In Re:

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products LiabilBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products LiabilityBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation,

MDLMDL No. 1373, June 21, 2001, and August 20-21, 2001MDL No. 1373, June 21, 2001, and August 20-21, 2001, MDL No. 1373, June 21, 2001, and August 20-21, 2001, at 676:08-25; 677:01-03 ( � Behr Dep. � ),

Ex.Ex. 13.  Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Ford Motor Ex. 13.  Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Ford Motor Company, tEx. 13.  Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Ford Motor Company, testified that he was aware



4

ofof Jaof Japanese paof Japanese participation in the recall efforts.  Deposition of Jacques Nasser, In Re:

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and WildernessBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/SBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S ProductsBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products LiabilityBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability LitigatioBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation,

MDL No. 1373, Aug. 22-23,2001, at 402:24-25; 403:01-25; 404:01-18 ( � Nasser Dep. � ), Ex. 14.

E. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation was Aware and on Early Notice of the
Tire Defect.

InIn a deposition of Firestone �s Vice PresidenIn a deposition of Firestone �s Vice President oIn a deposition of Firestone �s Vice President of Corporate Quality Assurance, Robert O.

Martin,Martin, Mr.Martin, Mr. Martin testified that Bridgestone was the first to become aware of tread belt separations

onon the tires as early as 1997.  Deposition of Robert O. Martin, In Re: In Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone,In Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.,

ATX,ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness TiATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 1373, May 7,

2001,2001, at 14:23-25; 15:01-06 ( � Martin2001, at 14:23-25; 15:01-06 ( � Martin May 7, 2001, Dep. � ), Ex. 15; Deposition of Robert O. Martin,

RyanRyan Anthony Guillen, et al. vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Sept. 29, 2000, at, Sept. 29, 2000, at 71:22-25; 72:01-03;

72:10-25;72:10-25; 73:-01-14 ( �M72:10-25; 73:-01-14 ( �Martin72:10-25; 73:-01-14 ( � Martin Sept. 29, 2000, Dep. � ), Ex. 16.  Mr. Martin testified that when the

SaudiSaudi Arabian complaints came to Bridgestone about a FiSaudi Arabian complaints came to Bridgestone about a FirSaudi Arabian complaints came to Bridgestone about a Firestone product, Bridgestone notified

Firestone,Firestone, and requested Firestone �s involvement to find answers to thFirestone, and requested Firestone �s involvement to find answers to the problem. Firestone, and requested Firestone �s involvement to find answers to the problem.  Deposition of

RobertRobert O. Martin, Jose Javier Jimenez,Jose Javier Jimenez, et al. vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et al., Nov., Nov. 27, 2000,

at 161:17-25; 162:01-18 ( � Martin Nov. 27, 2000, Dep. � ), Ex. 17.

FordFord Motor Company engineer Thomas BaughmanFord Motor Company engineer Thomas Baughman testified these defective Firestone tires

werewere initially shipped to Japan.  Depowere initially shipped to Japan.  Deposition were initially shipped to Japan.  Deposition of Thomas D. Baughman, Michael George Bailey, et

al.al. vs. Ford Motor Company, et al., Dec. 21, 2000, at 6:02-10; 6:18-25; 7:01; 167:01-25; 168:01-24

( � Baughman( � Baughman Dep. � ), Ex. 18.  Firestone executive John( � Baughman Dep. � ), Ex. 18.  Firestone executive John Behr confirmed this( � Baughman Dep. � ), Ex. 18.  Firestone executive John Behr confirmed this in his testimony as well.

Behr Dep. at 818:10-20; 932:03-25; 933:01-03, Ex. 13.

BridgestoneBridgestone (and Firestone) executive Hideo HarBridgestone (and Firestone) executive Hideo Hara tesBridgestone (and Firestone) executive Hideo Hara testified that tire adjustment data was

collectedcollected in the Middle East collected in the Middle East on Bridgcollected in the Middle East on Bridgestone and Firestone brand tires; this data was sent first to
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JapanJapan and then Japan and then Bridgestone shared it with Firestone.  Deposition of Hideo Hara, In Re:

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and WildernessBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/SBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S ProductsBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products LiabilityBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability LitigatioBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation,

MDLMDL No.MDL No. 1373, July 24-25, 2001,MDL No. 1373, July 24-25, 2001, at 224:16-25; 225:01-12; 227:05-25; 228:01-07 ( � Hara Dep. � ),

Ex.Ex. 19.  (Mr. Hara has been wEx. 19.  (Mr. Hara has been withEx. 19.  (Mr. Hara has been with Ex. 19.  (Mr. Hara has been with BEx. 19.  (Mr. Hara has been with Bridgestone 1977-1992, 1998-2000, and with Firestone 1992-1998,

2001.  Hara Dep. at 14:17-25; 15:01-25; 16:01-03, Ex. 19.)

FirestoneFirestone docFirestone documeFirestone documents confirm Bridgestone �s early notice of the defect in this case.  For

example,example, a list ofexample, a list of  � Pending Qualityexample, a list of  � Pending Quality Issues, �  included a 1997 survey of adjusted tires conducted by

Firestone and Bridgestone showing tread separations:

 �A  �A survey of adjusted PSR/LT �A survey of adjusted PSR/LTR tires  �A survey of adjusted PSR/LTR tires was undertaken in beginning
NovemberNovember November by November by a team made up by Corp QA, ATC, BSJ, and BFBR (QA &
SE).SE).  Main adjuSE).  Main adjustmenSE).  Main adjustment reasons for tires were: tread wing edge cracking
(Firehawk(Firehawk 680 & 610),(Firehawk 680 & 610), sidewall undulations(Firehawk 680 & 610), sidewall undulations (bulges & depressions) and air
losses, TUP separations. �   Bates #BTN0024815-4817, 12/97, Ex. 20.

InIn 1998, In 1998, TiresIn 1998, Tires In 1998, Tires ManufacturedIn 1998, Tires Manufactured In 1998, Tires Manufactured byIn 1998, Tires Manufactured by In 1998, Tires Manufactured by Bridgestone/FiresIn 1998, Tires Manufactured by Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. were tested for quality assurance

inin Tokyo, Japan at the Bridgestonein Tokyo, Japan at the Bridgestone Technical Center, and tread separationsin Tokyo, Japan at the Bridgestone Technical Center, and tread separations were noted in high speed

tests.  FAAB 0021939-950, Ex. 21.

F. BridgestoneBridgestone Bridgestone CorporationBridgestone Corporation Bridgestone Corporation SubmitsBridgestone Corporation Submits Bridgestone Corporation Submits CommentBridgestone Corporation Submits CommentsBridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Bridgestone Corporation Submits Comments DirectlyBridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly Bridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly toBridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly to Bridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly to NHTSBridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly to NHTSABridgestone Corporation Submits Comments Directly to NHTSA.

OnOn MaOn MarcOn March 23, 2001, Osamu Nishiyama, Manager, Tire Quality Assurance Division of

BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation, Tokyo, Japan, wrote to the administrator Bridgestone Corporation, Tokyo, Japan, wrote to the administrator of DBridgestone Corporation, Tokyo, Japan, wrote to the administrator of Docket Management of

NHTSA,NHTSA, USA,NHTSA, USA, submitting commentsNHTSA, USA, submitting comments on Advance Notice of Proposed rulemaking on the TREAD

ACT:

 � our � our comments . . . We think that � our comments . . . We think that there is no need to inform � our comments . . . We think that there is no need to inform about all claims
involvinginvolving seriousinvolving serious injuries or death, butinvolving serious injuries or death, but any claims involving serious injuries
oror death caused by tire defecor death caused by tire defects or or death caused by tire defects or possible tire defects need to inform.  It is
veryvery difficult for us to determine whether orvery difficult for us to determine whether or notvery difficult for us to determine whether or not the cause of serious injuries
oror death causor death caused by tor death caused by tire defect.  There are so many reason such as driving
speedspeed or drinkingspeed or drinking driver etc.  We think to inform whenspeed or drinking driver etc.  We think to inform when we can judge that the
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causecause of sercause of seriouscause of serious injuries and death derive from defective tire after detailed
claims tire analysis. �   Ex. 22.

AA letter from M. Yoshihara, Director Quality Assurance Division, Tokyo,A letter from M. Yoshihara, Director Quality Assurance Division, Tokyo, Japan, toA letter from M. Yoshihara, Director Quality Assurance Division, Tokyo, Japan, to NHTSA

states that the previous letter of Mr. Nishiyama:

 � were � were his own personal remarks and do not necessari � were his own personal remarks and do not necessarily refl � were his own personal remarks and do not necessarily reflect the position
ofof Bridgeof Bridgestoneof Bridgestone of Bridgestone Corporation.of Bridgestone Corporation.  Bridgestone Corporation, as a member of the
RubberRubber ManufacturersRubber Manufacturers Association, participatedRubber Manufacturers Association, participated in the development of
thethe comments submitted by the Rubber the comments submitted by the Rubber Manthe comments submitted by the Rubber Manufacturers Association.
BrBridgBridgestoneBridgestone Corporation endorses the comments of the Rubber
ManufacturersManufacturers AssociationManufacturers Association asManufacturers Association as the official position of Bridgestone. �   Ex.
23.

Bridgestone �sBridgestone �s active involvement in U.S. regulatory matters is further eBridgestone �s active involvement in U.S. regulatory matters is further evidenceBridgestone �s active involvement in U.S. regulatory matters is further evidenced by an e-

mailmail message regarding  � ATX/Wilderness NHTSA Issue, �  frommail message regarding  �ATX/Wilderness NHTSA Issue, �  from Rob Strmail message regarding  � ATX/Wilderness NHTSA Issue, �  from Rob Strebler to Jim McFadden,

Monday, May 15, 2000,  Bates #BHA0046151, which states:

 � Please do not forget to keep BSJ in the loop. �   Ex. 24.

BSJBSJ is shorthand for BridgestoneBSJ is shorthand for Bridgestone Corporation of Japan.  Deposition ofBSJ is shorthand for Bridgestone Corporation of Japan.  Deposition of Harry A. McMillan,

InIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S PIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S ProdIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability

Litigation, MDL No. 1373, June 5, 2001, at 122:23-24 ( � McMillan Dep. � ), Ex. 25.

G. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation is a Member of the Rubber
Manufacturers Association, a U.S.-Based Trade Organization.

AsAs stated above, Bridgestone Corporation informed NHTSA thatAs stated above, Bridgestone Corporation informed NHTSA that BridgestoneAs stated above, Bridgestone Corporation informed NHTSA that Bridgestone is  � a member

ofof the Rubber Manufacturers Association � and  �endorses the commentof the Rubber Manufacturers Association � and  �endorses the comments of of the Rubber Manufacturers Association � and  �endorses the comments of the Rubber

ManufacturersManufacturers AssociationManufacturers Association as theManufacturers Association as the official position of Bridgestone on the issue of tires. �   Ex. 23,

supra.  The Rubber Manufacturers Association is a U.S.-based trade organization.
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However,However, BriHowever, BridgestonHowever, Bridgestone �s answers to interrogatories in this case ignore these express

representationsrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a membrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a memberrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member representations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member ofrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of representations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of anyrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of any representations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of any traderepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of any trade representations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of any trade assrepresentations made to NHTSA, claiming:   � Bridgestone was not a member of any trade association

oror other group in the United States, � 1994-2000.  May 25, 2001 Responses and Objectioor other group in the United States, � 1994-2000.  May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections or other group in the United States, � 1994-2000.  May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections to

PlainPlaintiffs �Plaintiffs � Plaintiffs � Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response No. 11, Ex. 26.

BridgesBridgestoneBridgestone cBridgestone cannot have it both ways:  to deny trade association membership for jurisdictional

purposespurposes but seek to adopt this membership and enpurposes but seek to adopt this membership and endorse itpurposes but seek to adopt this membership and endorse its positions before a U.S. regulatory

agency.

H. Bridgestone Corporation Made the Decision to
Close the Decatur Plants.

TheThe closing of thThe closing of the The closing of the Decatur Firestone plant was announced in Tokyo, Japan and was a

decisiondecision made by Bridgestonedecision made by Bridgestone Corporation, not Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.  See,  � Bridgestone,  � Bridgestone Says

MayMay Close Decatur, Ill.,May Close Decatur, Ill., Plant, �  Eriko Amaha, Reuters, 6/27/01.  Ex. 27.   (In making thisMay Close Decatur, Ill., Plant, �  Eriko Amaha, Reuters, 6/27/01.  Ex. 27.   (In making this decision,

BridgestoneBridgestone alsoBridgestone also announced it had advised the UnitedBridgestone also announced it had advised the United Steel Workers of the closing, see, discussion

of Bridgestone � s U.S. labor involvement, infra.)

I. Bridgestone Corporation Controls Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.

TheThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s controlThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control overThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over FirestoneThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone isThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensiveThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensive The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensive andThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensive and The evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensive and consistThe evidence on the issue of Bridgestone � s control over Firestone is extensive and consistent.

RobertRobert Martin, Director of QualitRobert Martin, Director of Quality AssRobert Martin, Director of Quality Assurance for Firestone and a Firestone employee since 1957

testifiedtestified that he wouldhe would have probablyhe would have probably put on high heels and danced backwards if the Japanese

hadhad asked him to.  Martin.  Martin Sept. 29, 2000, Dep. at 118:13-25, emphasis added, Ex. 16..  Martin Sept. 29, 2000, Dep. at 118:13-25, emphasis added, Ex. 16.  Mr. Martin

testifiedtestified that when he was directed by the Japanese to change things,testified that when he was directed by the Japanese to change things, hetestified that when he was directed by the Japanese to change things, he changed them.  Martin Sept.

29, 2000, Dep. at 118:13-25, Ex. 16.

Long-timeLong-time Bridgestone Corporation employee Long-time Bridgestone Corporation employee Mr. HidLong-time Bridgestone Corporation employee Mr. Hideo Hara testified that Firestone

conductconductsconducts testing of Bridgestone tires for Bridgestone; that Firestone did not need permissiconducts testing of Bridgestone tires for Bridgestone; that Firestone did not need permission oconducts testing of Bridgestone tires for Bridgestone; that Firestone did not need permission of
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BridgestoneBridgestone to develop, manufacture and sell Bridgestone tires, that Firestone copied the

BridgestoneBridgestone Dueler tire in the U.S. for manufacture and saleBridgestone Dueler tire in the U.S. for manufacture and sale here; and that Bridgestone was setting

targettarget speciftarget specificattarget specifications for Firestone tires.  Hara Dep. at 147:03-155:14; 155:16-158:19; 213:07-25;

214:01-15; 238:04-242:07; 242:11-251:24; 252:02-25; 253:01-257:02, Ex. 19.

Firestone tire classifier Jan Wagoner testifiedFirestone tire classifier Jan Wagoner testified that when BridgestoneFirestone tire classifier Jan Wagoner testified that when Bridgestone purchased Firestone,

thingsthings began to change at the Decaturthings began to change at the Decatur plant.  Depositionthings began to change at the Decatur plant.  Deposition of Jan Wagoner, Sr., Medhat Labib, et al.

vs.vs. Bridgestone/Firestone,vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et al., Oct., Oct. 26, 2000, at 15:08-12; 15:15-22; 16:02-05; 54:17-55:24

( � Wagoner( � Wagoner ( � Wagoner Dep. � )( � Wagoner Dep. � ), Ex. 28.  Bridgestone, then Firestone, manager Mr. Kenneth Ball testified that

afterafter the merger  � Bridgestone and Firestoneafter the merger  � Bridgestone and Firestone became one. �   Deposition ofafter the merger  � Bridgestone and Firestone became one. �   Deposition of Kenneth W. Ball, In Re:

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, InBridgestone/Firestone, Inc.,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, andBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and WildernessBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/SBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S ProductsBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products LiBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation,

MDL No. 1373, July 10, 2001, at 19:23-24 ( � Ball Dep. � ), Ex. 29.

JacquesJacques Jacques Nasser,Jacques Nasser, Jacques Nasser, PresidentJacques Nasser, President Jacques Nasser, President andJacques Nasser, President and Jacques Nasser, President and CEOJacques Nasser, President and CEO Jacques Nasser, President and CEO ofJacques Nasser, President and CEO of Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of DefenJacques Nasser, President and CEO of Defendant Ford Motor Company, testified on Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Defendant Ford Motor Company, testified on theJacques Nasser, President and CEO of Defendant Ford Motor Company, testified on the Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Defendant Ford Motor Company, testified on the issuJacques Nasser, President and CEO of Defendant Ford Motor Company, testified on the issue

of control:

 �I  � I look � I look at this as a customer.  � I look at this as a customer.  And Bridgestone/Firestone, Bridgestone share
thethe samethe same responsibilities they are just different brands and they happen tothe same responsibilities they are just different brands and they happen to be
incorporatedincorporated in different countries.  Andincorporated in different countries.  And that �s the way I viewincorporated in different countries.  And that � s the way I view it.  I � m one of
theirtheir biggest customers and when I think of Firestone, I think of
Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, a Bridgestone/Firestone, a JapaneBridgestone/Firestone, a Japanese-owned company. �  Nasser Dep. at
648:13-19, Ex. 14.

Mr.Mr. Nasser went on to testify that he is in staunch disagreement with the statements and

conclusionsconclusions of Mr. Kita andconclusions of Mr. Kita and that he has personal knowledge which contradicts his affidavit.  Nasser

Dep. at 646:20-25, 647:01-25; 648:01-19, Ex. 14.  In sum, Mr. Nasser concluded:

 �I  � I don � t think (the � I don � t think (the Kita Affidavit) represents the reality of the business. �  � I don � t think (the Kita Affidavit) represents the reality of the business. �    � I
dodo not see any real world difference between Bridgestone/Firestone in the
U.S. and Bridgestone as a global corporation. �

Nasser Dep. at 649:19-20; 662:06-12, Ex. 14.
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AA speech by the president of Bridgestone Corporation given in Akron, Ohio shortly after

BridgestoneBridgestone initially purchased Firestone isBridgestone initially purchased Firestone is illustrative on the degree ofBridgestone initially purchased Firestone is illustrative on the degree of Bridgestone �s control over

Firestone and on Bridgestone �s U.S. presence:

Introduction:

 � Since � Since the Bridgestone/Firestone merger, I have gotten to know Mr. Yeiri
fromfrom his visits herefrom his visits here to the United Statesfrom his visits here to the United States and on my trips to Japan.  I have also
hadhad thehad the pleasure of working with several of his colleagues onhad the pleasure of working with several of his colleagues on a more regular
basis here in Akron . . . �  (p.3)

Speaking:  Akira Yeiri (then president and CEO of Bridgestone):

 � Each � Each time I visit Akron, I � Each time I visit Akron, I am reminded of its leading role in the � Each time I visit Akron, I am reminded of its leading role in the history of
thethe tire and rubberthe tire and rubber industry.  Much of what we dothe tire and rubber industry.  Much of what we do today around the world has
itsits roots here.  Muchits roots here.  Much of what we will doits roots here.  Much of what we will do to face tomorrow �s challenges will
bebe accobe accomplibe accomplished in no small measure by the energies and the talents of the
people of Akron.

Today,Today, among otToday, among other topics,Today, among other topics, I would like to introduce and explain the basis
ofof our management philosophy so thatof our management philosophy so that theof our management philosophy so that the people of Akron may gain a better
understanding of Bridgestone and how we operate. �  (p.4)

 � Thus � Thus, � Thus, whenwhen viewed as a single unit, the Bridgestone/Firestone group �s
geographicsgeographics positioninggeographics positioning is ideal in that products can begeographics positioning is ideal in that products can be both developed and
the manufacturer locally to suit any market. �  (p.5)

 �.  � . . . As globalization � . . . As globalization of the automobile industry has accelerated, automobile
manufacturers,manufacturers, themanufacturers, the tiremanufacturers, the tire industry � s largest customers, have begun to demand
thatthat their tire suppliers be able to that their tire suppliers be able to provithat their tire suppliers be able to provide development and manufacturing
services throughout the world. �   (p.5-6)

 � With � With technical centers, manufacturing facilities, � With technical centers, manufacturing facilities, and � With technical centers, manufacturing facilities, and marketing networks in
allall three of the world �s major markets, the US, Europe, and Asia, the
Bridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone group is in position to meet the requirements of these
ever so important customers. �   (p.6)

 �W e � We have, however, been working together in a number of areas and � We have, however, been working together in a number of areas and see � We have, however, been working together in a number of areas and see this
jointjoint effort expanding as we move into the future.  Such areas wjoint effort expanding as we move into the future.  Such areas within tjoint effort expanding as we move into the future.  Such areas within the
companiescompanies are distribution, management information systems and human
resources have seen positive coordination.
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AAlsoAlso beneAlso beneficial has been the exchange of information among our three
technical centers. �   (p.7)

.. . . over. . . over 100 Bridgestone technical staff are now stationed in Firestone. . . over 100 Bridgestone technical staff are now stationed in Firestone plants
and technical centers.

TheThe 1.5 billion investment announced last November has enabled us to
increasingly focus attention on the production process . . .

AndAnd now with the recently announced introductioAnd now with the recently announced introductionAnd now with the recently announced introduction of Bridgestone tires to
MastercareMastercare stores, ourMastercare stores, our companies are workingMastercare stores, our companies are working together in the complex area
of product marketing, as well.

 �.  � . . . we must always remember that we are part of a team working toward a
commoncommon goal and that thecommon goal and that the real beneficiaries of our searchcommon goal and that the real beneficiaries of our search improvement are
thosethose we work together withose we work together with.  This isthose we work together with.  This is indeed the core of our corporate
philosophy. �   (p.10)

 �.  � . . . around the world we have 88,000 employees and virtual international
familyfamily standing behind our corporate modelfamily standing behind our corporate model of serving society withfamily standing behind our corporate model of serving society with products
ofof superior quality, a solid group which we know willof superior quality, a solid group which we know will carryof superior quality, a solid group which we know will carry us successfully
far into the future. �   (p.15)

 �.  � . . . The first ques � . . . The first question from � . . . The first question from the audience is:  Mr. Yeiri, what plans do you
have for the Firestone/Bridgestone presence in Akron?

.. . . We believe that we �ll be able to develop between the Bridgestone and
FirestoneFirestone partnership a greatFirestone partnership a great deal of synergy.  And in doing so, it willFirestone partnership a great deal of synergy.  And in doing so, it will affect
allall theall the operations of Firestone, not only hereall the operations of Firestone, not only here in Akron, but elsewhere. �   (16)

 �.  � . . . Bridge � . . . Bridgestone is k � . . . Bridgestone is known worldwide for its support of arts and culture.
What role will it play in the Akron area?

.. . . Firestone has for a long time been very actively involved in the
communitycommunity here in Akron.  We, whcommunity here in Akron.  We, when we wecommunity here in Akron.  We, when we were separate in the partnership,
were very active in our own communities.

NowNow that wNow that we are together in this partnership, we look forward to buildinNow that we are together in this partnership, we look forward to building
uponupon the support that Firestone has providupon the support that Firestone has provided and caupon the support that Firestone has provided and carrying on with further
support. �   (p.19)

Again,Again, referring to the synergy concept betweenAgain, referring to the synergy concept between Bridgestone and Firestone,
wewe will all work very hard together to make this compto make this companyto make this company one that is not
possible for a takeover candidate. �   (p.21-22)
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TranscriptionTranscription of SpeTranscription of Speech:  Transcription of Speech:  July 20, 1989, Akira Yeiri, Pres. Bridgestone Corp, Tokyo, 78780.014,

Ex.Ex. 30.  Mr. Yeiri was not alone in hEx. 30.  Mr. Yeiri was not alone in his discussionEx. 30.  Mr. Yeiri was not alone in his discussion of synergy as a controlling concept between

BridgestoneBridgestone and Firestone; Mr. Hideo Hara also testifiedBridgestone and Firestone; Mr. Hideo Hara also testified regarding  � synergy � Bridgestone and Firestone; Mr. Hideo Hara also testified regarding  � synergy �  between Bridgestone

and Firestone.  Hara Dep. at 208:01-11, Ex. 19.

J. BridgestoneBridgestone CorporationBridgestone Corporation EmployeesBridgestone Corporation Employees Have Worked in the United
States.

HarryHarry McMillan, Firestone Plant Manager, testified that theHarry McMillan, Firestone Plant Manager, testified that there were eHarry McMillan, Firestone Plant Manager, testified that there were employees of

BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation in the Decatur, Illinois plant in almostBridgestone Corporation in the Decatur, Illinois plant in almost every department. Bridgestone Corporation in the Decatur, Illinois plant in almost every department.  McMillan Dep.

atat 9:17-25; 10:01-08; 10:16-19; 133:18-25; 134:01-13, Eat 9:17-25; 10:01-08; 10:16-19; 133:18-25; 134:01-13, Exat 9:17-25; 10:01-08; 10:16-19; 133:18-25; 134:01-13, Ex. 25.  John Behr also testified that

Bridgestone has employees in the Detroit area.  Behr Dep. at 494:01-03, Ex. 13.

K. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Employees and Agents Make Frequent
Trips to the United States.

FirestoneFirestone employee Kenneth Ball testified he had taken trips to Japan.  Ball Dep. at 19:01-04,

EExEx.Ex. 29.  Long-time Firestone engineer James Gardner testified he visited Japan annually and that

BridgestoneBridgestone engineers travel to the United States.  Deposition of James D. Gardner, VVickiVicki Vicki HendrVicki Hendricks,

Etc.,Etc., et al. vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.,Etc., et al. vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., et al.,, Feb. 14, 2000, at 4:09-10; 15:17-25; 16:01-14;

61:02-1461:02-14 ( � Gardner Dep. � ), Ex. 31.  Hideo Hara tes61:02-14 ( � Gardner Dep. � ), Ex. 31.  Hideo Hara testified that 61:02-14 ( � Gardner Dep. � ), Ex. 31.  Hideo Hara testified that Bridgestone engineers came to the

AkronAkron Technical Center 3 to 4 times Akron Technical Center 3 to 4 times per Akron Technical Center 3 to 4 times per year, and that he traveled to Japan and to the Rome

TechnicalTechnical Center toTechnical Center to reviewTechnical Center to review new technologies.  Hara Dep. at 26:16-25; 27:01-08; 128:08-25; 129:01-

13,13, Ex. 19. 13, Ex. 19.  Travel invoices produced by Bridgestone also13, Ex. 19.  Travel invoices produced by Bridgestone also indicate regular travel from Japan to the

UnitedUnited States by Bridgestone employees. United States by Bridgestone employees.  Ex. 32.   Jacques Nasser also testified regarding visit from

Mr. Kaizaki, then CEO of Bridgestone.  Nasser Dep. at 406:21-25; 407:01-25, Ex. 14.
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L. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation andBridgestone Corporation and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. areBridgestone Corporation and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. are in
Close Communication.

HideoHideo Hara testified that while at Firestone (in his department alone), he communicated with

JapanJapan 3 or 4 times per week, andJapan 3 or 4 times per week, and that heJapan 3 or 4 times per week, and that he used the telephone for more urgent communications.  Hara

Dep.Dep. at 142:17-25; 143:01-16; 143:25; 144:01-14, Ex. 19.  Mr. HaraDep. at 142:17-25; 143:01-16; 143:25; 144:01-14, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara testifiedDep. at 142:17-25; 143:01-16; 143:25; 144:01-14, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara testified his  responsibility was

toto act as a window of communication between Bridgestone and Firestone, and that he wasto act as a window of communication between Bridgestone and Firestone, and that he was onlyto act as a window of communication between Bridgestone and Firestone, and that he was only one

layerlayer of this clayer of this colayer of this communication in that other departments had additional Japanese  � advisors. �   Hara Dep.

atat  112:04-25; 113:01-06; 228at  112:04-25; 113:01-06; 228:08-24; 229at  112:04-25; 113:01-06; 228:08-24; 229:20-25; 230:01-12, Ex. 19.  Among other things,  Harry

McMillanMcMillan testifiedMcMillan testified that reports from theMcMillan testified that reports from the Decatur, Illinois task force were sent to Japan.  McMillan

Dep. at 82:09-13, Ex. 25.

M. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation has Acted to Instill Japanese
Management Philosophy at Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.

EvidenceEvidence andEvidence and testimony in this matter shows that Bridgestone Corporation soughtEvidence and testimony in this matter shows that Bridgestone Corporation sought to instill

JapaneseJapanese management techniques inJapanese management techniques in the United States plants.  Deposition of Gregory Bond, InIn Re:

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and WilderBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and WildernessBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/SBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S PrBridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products Liability Litigation,

MDLMDL No. 1373, June 20, 2001, at 157:09-25; 158:01-25; 159:09-25, Ex.MDL No. 1373, June 20, 2001, at 157:09-25; 158:01-25; 159:09-25, Ex. 33; Hara Dep. atMDL No. 1373, June 20, 2001, at 157:09-25; 158:01-25; 159:09-25, Ex. 33; Hara Dep. at 304:20-

25;25; 305:01-13, Ex. 19.  Harry A. McMillan testified about the adoption of the Japanese  � 5S"  (Seiri,

Seiton,Seiton, Seiso,Seiton, Seiso, Keiketsu, Shitsuke)  managementSeiton, Seiso, Keiketsu, Shitsuke)  management techniques at the Decatur, Illinois tire plant and the

managementmanagement philosophy of gembutu.  McMillanmanagement philosophy of gembutu.  McMillan Dep. at 79:04-10; 127:25; 128:01-25;management philosophy of gembutu.  McMillan Dep. at 79:04-10; 127:25; 128:01-25; 129:01-03;

166:11-25; 167:01-03, Ex. 25.

N. ThereThere is a Systematic Overlap Between tThere is a Systematic Overlap Between the OThere is a Systematic Overlap Between the Officers and
DirectorsDirectors Directors ofDirectors of Directors of BridgestoneDirectors of Bridgestone Directors of Bridgestone CorpDirectors of Bridgestone CorporaDirectors of Bridgestone CorporationDirectors of Bridgestone Corporation Directors of Bridgestone Corporation andDirectors of Bridgestone Corporation and Directors of Bridgestone Corporation and Bridgestone/FirestoneDirectors of Bridgestone Corporation and Bridgestone/Firestone,
Inc. and They Exchange Personnel Regularly.

InIn the Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. � sIn the Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. � s Supplemental ResponseIn the Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. � s Supplemental Response to Plaintiffs �  Interrogatories on

Issue of Jurisdiction Over Bridgestone Corporation, Defendant admits:
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 �.  � . . . the following individuals � . . . the following individuals have served on the � . . . the following individuals have served on the Board of Directors for both
Firestone and Bridgestone since Firestone was acquired by Bridgestone:

Masatoshi Ono
Yoichiro Kaizaki
Akihiro Ono
Kazuyuki Hirai
Akio Mino
Takeshi Uchiyama
Kenjii Shibata
John Lampe
Norihiro Takeuchi
Kenzo Matsuo

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. �s Supplemental Response to Plaintiffs � InteBridgestone/Firestone, Inc. �s Supplemental Response to Plaintiffs � InterroBridgestone/Firestone, Inc. �s Supplemental Response to Plaintiffs � Interrogatories on Issue of

Jurisdiction Over Bridgestone Corporation, 07/05/01, Ex. 34.

ManyMany long-Many long-time Many long-time Bridgestone Corporation employees spend some years of their service at

Firestone,Firestone, rotating between the companies. Firestone, rotating between the companies.  AnFirestone, rotating between the companies.  An article entitled  � Bridgestone/Firestone Consolidates

TireTire Operations Into Four Operating Units; New Alignment Will Speed DecisionTire Operations Into Four Operating Units; New Alignment Will Speed Decision-Making anTire Operations Into Four Operating Units; New Alignment Will Speed Decision-Making and

Increase Knowledge Sharing And Accountability Across the Organization �  states:

 � Shigehisa �Shigehisa Sano will be a �Shigehisa Sano will be appoin �Shigehisa Sano will be appointed executive vice president of
Bridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone anBridgestone/Firestone and Bridgestone/Firestone and president of Product Development,
effectiveeffective next month.  Sano, 54, is currently director ofeffective next month.  Sano, 54, is currently director of tireffective next month.  Sano, 54, is currently director of tire
development for Bridgestone Corporation in Japan.

ItsuoItsuo Miyake will become president of Bridgestone/Firestone
Research.Research.  MiyakeResearch.  Miyake, 53, has been general manager of Tire Material
Development at Bridgestone Corp.

KazKaz Nishigai, 50, will be appointedKaz Nishigai, 50, will be appointed plant manager of theKaz Nishigai, 50, will be appointed plant manager of the company � s
WarrenWarren County,Warren County, Tenn. Facility, succeedingWarren County, Tenn. Facility, succeeding Isaac Motohasi, 46, who
isis accepting a new assignment withis accepting a new assignment with Bridgis accepting a new assignment with Bridgestone Corporation in
Japan.  Ex. 35.

(http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m4PRN/2000_Oct_18/66188075/print.jhtml)

TheseThese are only examples of the systematic anThese are only examples of the systematic and regularThese are only examples of the systematic and regular exchange of employees between

BriBridgestoneBridgestone aBridgestone and Firestone.  Long-time Bridgestone employee Mr. Hara testified that many
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BridgestoneBridgestone employees come to FirestoBridgestone employees come to Firestone andBridgestone employees come to Firestone and later return to Japan.  Hara Dep. at 105:14-25;

106:01-106:01-10;106:01-10; 106:01-10; 107:07-25;106:01-10; 107:07-25; 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23,106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex.106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19;106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified regarding106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified regarding 106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified regarding a106:01-10; 107:07-25; 108:01-23, Ex. 19; John Behr also testified regarding a Bridgestone employee

returningreturning toreturning to Japan as did Harry McMillan.  Behrreturning to Japan as did Harry McMillan.  Behr Dep. at 497:13-25, Ex. 13; McMillan Dep. 126:11-

25; 127:01-05, Ex. 25.

O. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Engineers and Firestone Engineers
ExchangeExchange Technology, Information and Collaborate in the
Design, Development, Manufacture and Testing of Tires.

BridgestoneBridgestone and Firestone freely exchangeBridgestone and Firestone freely exchange technology, information, trade secrets, testing,

adjustmentadjustment and claims data.  Gardner Dep. at 61:15-22, Ex.adjustment and claims data.  Gardner Dep. at 61:15-22, Ex. 31; Hara Dep. at 122:10-125:24, Ex.adjustment and claims data.  Gardner Dep. at 61:15-22, Ex. 31; Hara Dep. at 122:10-125:24, Ex. 19,

callingcalling thecalling the technology exchange extensive. calling the technology exchange extensive.  Hideo Hara testified that Bridgestone introduced many

newnew tire technologies to Firestonenew tire technologies to Firestone in addition to supplying extensivenew tire technologies to Firestone in addition to supplying extensive technical information.  Hara

Dep.Dep. at 24:06-25:13, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara confirDep. at 24:06-25:13, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara confirmed that BriDep. at 24:06-25:13, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara confirmed that Bridgestone tests and evaluates tires for

FirestoneFirestone and vice versa.  Hara Dep. at 155:16-25; 156:01-07; 157:08-Firestone and vice versa.  Hara Dep. at 155:16-25; 156:01-07; 157:08-23;Firestone and vice versa.  Hara Dep. at 155:16-25; 156:01-07; 157:08-23; Firestone and vice versa.  Hara Dep. at 155:16-25; 156:01-07; 157:08-23; 238:04-Firestone and vice versa.  Hara Dep. at 155:16-25; 156:01-07; 157:08-23; 238:04-09; 241:16-25, Ex.

19.19.  Mr. Hara also testified he regularly asked Japan for design information before finalization19.  Mr. Hara also testified he regularly asked Japan for design information before finalization while

hehe was with Firestone.  Hara Dep. athe was with Firestone.  Hara Dep. at 320:07-09, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara indicated thathe was with Firestone.  Hara Dep. at 320:07-09, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara indicated that Bridgestone and

FirestoneFirestone worked together on the tiresFirestone worked together on the tires for the Middle East Explorers.  Hara Dep.Firestone worked together on the tires for the Middle East Explorers.  Hara Dep. at 217:03-17, Ex.

19.19.  John Behr19.  John Behr testified that19.  John Behr testified that a Firestone tire for the Ford F150 was designed in Japan.  Behr Dep. at

674:09-25; 675:01-11, Ex. 13.

P. BridgestoneBridgestone CorBridgestone CorporationBridgestone Corporation Bridgestone Corporation isBridgestone Corporation is Bridgestone Corporation is aBridgestone Corporation is a Bridgestone Corporation is a GlobalBridgestone Corporation is a Global Bridgestone Corporation is a Global CorporatBridgestone Corporation is a Global Corporation Doing Business
in the United States and Having a Substantial U.S. Presence.

NumerousNumerous witnesses have testified as to Bridgestone �s presence in the UnitNumerous witnesses have testified as to Bridgestone � s presence in the United Numerous witnesses have testified as to Bridgestone �s presence in the United States.  Mr.

HideoHideo Hara testHideo Hara testified thaHideo Hara testified that prior to the Bridgestone Merger, Bridgestone products were sold in the

U.S.U.S. byU.S. by Bridgestone sales channels and that after the mergerU.S. by Bridgestone sales channels and that after the merger Bridgestone could use Firestone � s sales
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channels.channels.  Hara Dep. at 208:01-25; 209:01-21, Ex. 19. channels.  Hara Dep. at 208:01-25; 209:01-21, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara also noted that Bridgestone brand

tirestires are manufacturedtires are manufactured in the United States.  Haratires are manufactured in the United States.  Hara Dep. at 186:02-08; 188:02-09, Ex. 19.  John Behr

testifiedtestified regarding the use of Bridgestone manufatestified regarding the use of Bridgestone manufacttestified regarding the use of Bridgestone manufactured tires on Ford vehicles; Ford �s purchases

beingbeing arrangedbeing arranged through Bridgestone; and hisbeing arranged through Bridgestone; and his communications directly with Bridgestone.  Behr Dep.

atat 501:06-12;at 501:06-12; 20-25; 507:09-21; 508:12-25; 509:01-08; 509:15-25;at 501:06-12; 20-25; 507:09-21; 508:12-25; 509:01-08; 509:15-25; 510:01-13; 528:17-25; 529:01-

13, Ex. 13.

KennethKenneth Ball testifiedKenneth Ball testified that Bridgestone tires made in Japan were sold forKenneth Ball testified that Bridgestone tires made in Japan were sold for U.S. consumers to

useuse in this country.  Ball Dep. at 18:06-10, Ex. 29.use in this country.  Ball Dep. at 18:06-10, Ex. 29.  Mr. Ball went on to testify regarding Bridgestone

CorporationCorporation employees comingCorporation employees coming to the U.S. for tire inspections.  BallCorporation employees coming to the U.S. for tire inspections.  Ball Dep. at 73:25; 74:01-18; 75:17-

25; 76:01-19, Ex. 29.

Firestone �sFirestone � s David Laubie testified that Bridgestone purchased a truck tire plant in LaVergne,

TennesseeTennessee to manufacture tires in the U.S. before it merged w it merged with Firestone. it merged with Firestone.  Deposition of David

C.C. Laubie, In Re:In Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/SIn Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires, C-B/S Products

LiabilityLiability Litigation, MDL No. 1373, May 10, 2001, at 22:08-22 ( � Laubie Dep. � ), Ex. 36.  Harry A.

McMillanMcMillan McMillan tMcMillan testified that Bridgestone auditors conducted tours and audits of Firestone plants,

BBridgestoneBridgestone sent support teams to the U.S. and kept advisors in almost every departmeBridgestone sent support teams to the U.S. and kept advisors in almost every department at thBridgestone sent support teams to the U.S. and kept advisors in almost every department at the

DecaturDecatur plant.  McMillan Dep. at 134:03-13; 136:11-25;Decatur plant.  McMillan Dep. at 134:03-13; 136:11-25; 137:01-15; 153:09-19;  307:11-17, Ex. 25.

AccordingAccording to Mr. McMillan, at DecaturAccording to Mr. McMillan, at Decatur  � weAccording to Mr. McMillan, at Decatur  � we had Japanese visitors all the time. �   McMillan Dep. at

307:11-17.,307:11-17.,  Ex.307:11-17.,  Ex. 25.  Mr. McMillan went on to describe Bridgestone �s presence for ten307:11-17.,  Ex. 25.  Mr. McMillan went on to describe Bridgestone � s presence for ten weeks in the

Decatur,Decatur, Illinois plantDecatur, Illinois plant admitting there were a  � significantDecatur, Illinois plant admitting there were a  � significant number of Bridgestone people there, yes. �

Id.,., at 122:11-25;., at 122:11-25; 123:01-25; 124:01-25; 125:01-25; 126:01-25; 127:01-05, Ex. 25.  On., at 122:11-25; 123:01-25; 124:01-25; 125:01-25; 126:01-25; 127:01-05, Ex. 25.  On the issue of

presence, Mr. McMillan was clear:
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 �Q . WhatWhat areas of the plant do you recall havinWhat areas of the plant do you recall having BridWhat areas of the plant do you recall having Bridgestone Japan
advisors assist you with during your tenure?

A. Really, there were people in almost every department in the plant. �

McMillan Dep. at 134:09-13, Ex. 25.

JacquesJacques Nasser of Ford testified that he had vast experience dealing with Japanese

corporationscorporations corporations andcorporations and corporations and describedcorporations and described corporations and described Brcorporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials particicorporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participatecorporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participate corporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participate incorporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participate in corporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participate in discussioncorporations and described Bridgestone as a major supplier whose officials participate in discussions

withwith Ford.  Nasser Dep. at 399:20-23; 400:12-with Ford.  Nasser Dep. at 399:20-23; 400:12-1with Ford.  Nasser Dep. at 399:20-23; 400:12-18, Ex. 14.  Mr. Nasser also confirmed that

BridgestoneBridgestone tires, both U.S. and Japanese-made, are sold in the United States.  NBridgestone tires, both U.S. and Japanese-made, are sold in the United States.  Nasser Dep. Bridgestone tires, both U.S. and Japanese-made, are sold in the United States.  Nasser Dep. at

409:06-25;409:06-25; 410:1, Ex409:06-25; 410:1, Ex. 14.  Mr. Nasser went on to express his view that Bridgestone is an active

participantparticipant in the U.S. market.  Nasser Dep. at 412:15-23,participant in the U.S. market.  Nasser Dep. at 412:15-23, Ex. 14.  Mr. Nasserparticipant in the U.S. market.  Nasser Dep. at 412:15-23, Ex. 14.  Mr. Nasser further testified that

aa vehicle produced in Europe isa vehicle produced in Europe is equipped with Bridgestone tires fora vehicle produced in Europe is equipped with Bridgestone tires for sale in the United States.  Nasser

Dep. at 646:20-25, Ex. 14.

Bridgestone �s substantial U.S. presence is evident form its own website:

 �H  �H o �How � How Bridgestone works . . . A multi-brand strategy is the cornerstone of
BridgestoneBridgestone marketing.  .Bridgestone marketing.  . . . TheBridgestone marketing.  . . . The company supplies tires to all the automakers
inin Japan and also to automakers in Noin Japan and also to automakers in Northin Japan and also to automakers in North America and Europe.  In
replacementreplacement tires, BridgestonBridgestoneBridgestone distributes tires through extensive
networksnetworks of specialty tirnetworks of specialty tire storesnetworks of specialty tire stores, gas stations, repair garages, and
genergeneralgeneral retailers.  Those networks include nationwide chainsgeneral retailers.  Those networks include nationwide chains ogeneral retailers.  Those networks include nationwide chains of
compcompany-ownedcompany-owned stores in Japan and the United States.  And i.  And in ever.  And in every
largelarge market, they include closely affiliated  �family � channels, large market, they include closely affiliated  �family � channels, whlarge market, they include closely affiliated  �family � channels, which
comprcomprisecomprise independent retailers who display the Bridgestone or Firestocomprise independent retailers who display the Bridgestone or Firestoncomprise independent retailers who display the Bridgestone or Firestone
name. �name. �   (http:/name. �   (http://wname. �   (http://www2.bridgestone.co.jp/cp99e/bscp08.html, Copyright (c)
BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION), Ex. 37.

(Bridgestone �s website makes the distinction between(Bridgestone �s website makes the distinction between independent or family(Bridgestone � s website makes the distinction between independent or family retailers and its own

 � company-owned stores �  in the United States.)

Bridgestone Corporation was named General Motor � s supplier of the year for 2000:

 � Bridgestone �Bridgestone Corporation and its global family of companies
includingincluding Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. was namedincluding Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. was named as Generalincluding Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. was named as General Motors
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SupplierSupplier of the Year for the sixth consecutivSupplier of the Year for the sixth consecutive year fSupplier of the Year for the sixth consecutive year for its superior
performance in quality, service, technology and price. �   Ex. 38.

(http://www.bridgestone-firestone.c(http://www.bridgestone-firestone.com/homeimgs/H010501a.html;(http://www.bridgestone-firestone.com/homeimgs/H010501a.html; (http://www.bridgestone-firestone.com/homeimgs/H010501a.html;  � Corporat(http://www.bridgestone-firestone.com/homeimgs/H010501a.html;  � Corporate News, Bridgestone
HonoredHonored by General MHonored by General MotorHonored by General Motors as a 2000 Supplier of the Year for Sixth Consecutive Year, �
Washington, D.C. (May 1, 2001))

AutoAuto industry expert GeorgeAuto industry expert George Hoffer testified, among other things, thatAuto industry expert George Hoffer testified, among other things, that he is aware of certain

activitiesactivities in this country in which Defendant Bridgestone Corporation is engaged, including  � tiractivities in this country in which Defendant Bridgestone Corporation is engaged, including  � tire

salessales to original manufacturers, tires sales directlysales to original manufacturers, tires sales directly to consumers, and service centers. �   Deposition

ofof George E. Hoffer, In Re:  Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness Tires

ProductsProducts Liability Litigation, MDL No. 1373, May 2, 200, MDL No. 1373, May 2, 2001, , MDL No. 1373, May 2, 2001, at 240:16-19; 242:15-23; 243:10-14

( � Hoffer Dep. � ), Ex. 39.

TheThe State of Ohio �s website on  � Foreign Corporations in Ohio �  informs the pThe State of Ohio �s website on  � Foreign Corporations in Ohio �  informs the publicThe State of Ohio �s website on  � Foreign Corporations in Ohio �  informs the public about

Bridgestone Corporation � s presence in the U.S.:

 � The �The B �The Bridgesto �The Bridgestone Corporation is a global leader in the rubber
productsproducts industry.  . . .products industry.  . . . Theproducts industry.  . . . The Tokyo based company has a tremendous
global presence and contains 489 consolidated subsidiaries. �

 � Bridgestone �Bridgestone has capitalized on Ohio �s strengths in t �Bridgestone has capitalized on Ohio �s strengths in the rub �Bridgestone has capitalized on Ohio �s strengths in the rubber
productsproducts industry.  The company � s presenceproducts industry.  The company � s presence in the state is associated
withwith the it �s American subsidiary Bridgestone/Firestone Corp.
Bridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone employs approximBridgestone/Firestone employs approximatBridgestone/Firestone employs approximately 2,500 in the state,
primarilyprimarily in primarily in it � s mulprimarily in it � s multiple production facilities located in Akron and
FiFindlay.Findlay.  The company also has Ohio facilities in Book PaFindlay.  The company also has Ohio facilities in Book Park anFindlay.  The company also has Ohio facilities in Book Park and
Upper Sandusky. �

 � Bridgestone Corporation Facts and Highlights:

- Corporate Headquarters:  Tokyo, Japan
. . .
- Ohio as a Percentage of Global Employment: 2.5%
-- - Bridgestone is the second largest tire supplier in North A- Bridgestone is the second largest tire supplier in North America- Bridgestone is the second largest tire supplier in North America,
with 20% of the North American market share
-- The Bridgestone Corpora- The Bridgestone Corporation- The Bridgestone Corporation contains over 480
consolidated subsidiaries
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-- Bridgestone �s rubber sales of $17- Bridgestone �s rubber sales of $17 b- Bridgestone �s rubber sales of $17 billion, ranks
themthem as the largest reventhem as the largest revenue genethem as the largest revenue generator in the global
rubber industry �   Ex. 40.

(www.odod.state.oh.us/osr/profiles.pdf)

ThisThis website identifiesThis website identifies   � foreign investmentThis website identifies   � foreign investment in Ohio �  and includes Bridgestone Corporation

underunder  � Foreign under  �Foreign Firms Employing More Than Two Thousand Employees . . . Ohio Employees,

Bridgestone Corp.Bridgestone Corp. 2,565. �   Ex. 41.  (www.odod.state.oh.us/osr/profiles.pdf)  AnBridgestone Corp. 2,565. �   Ex. 41.  (www.odod.state.oh.us/osr/profiles.pdf)  An article regarding

RubberNetwork.com states that Bridgestone is a member of this:

 �.  � . . . global purcha � . . . global purchas � . . . global purchasing and procurement marketplace organization
developeddeveloped by seven of the largest companideveloped by seven of the largest companies in thedeveloped by seven of the largest companies in the tire and rubber
industry �  including Bridgestone.  Ex. 42.

(http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/ m4PRN/2000_July_19/63555756/print.jhtml)

Q. BridgestoBridgestoneBridgestone Corporation has Applied for and Received
Thousands of U.S. Patents.

BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation � s U.S. presenceBridgestone Corporation � s U.S. presence is further evidenced by theBridgestone Corporation � s U.S. presence is further evidenced by the U.S. patents applied for

andand for which itand for which it has received patent registrations.  See, May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections, May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections to

Plaintiffs �Plaintiffs �  Interrogatories to DefendantPlaintiffs �  Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation,Plaintiffs �  Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response No. 15, Attachments A

&& B, Ex. 26.  During the period& B, Ex. 26.  During the period 1994-2000, Bridgestone Corporation& B, Ex. 26.  During the period 1994-2000, Bridgestone Corporation has held well over a thousand

U.S. patents, and applied for over eight hundred (800).  Id.

R. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Manages Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. � s
Finances.

BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation claims to not have paid for the litigatioBridgestone Corporation claims to not have paid for the litigation costsBridgestone Corporation claims to not have paid for the litigation costs of

Bridgestone/Firestone,Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. in this matter.  See, May 25, 2001 Responses an, May 25, 2001 Responses and Objec, May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections to

Plaintiffs �Plaintiffs �  Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, ResponsPlaintiffs � Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response NPlaintiffs � Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response No. 25, Ex. 26.  This

positionposition is belied by Bridgestone � s financial reports allocating recent losses,position is belied by Bridgestone � s financial reports allocating recent losses, i.e., recall and, recall and litigation
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costs,costs, as its own.  An article dated August 10, 2001, entitled  � Bridgestone loss at $250Mcosts, as its own.  An article dated August 10, 2001, entitled  � Bridgestone loss at $250M in 1costs, as its own.  An article dated August 10, 2001, entitled  � Bridgestone loss at $250M in 1H �

states:

 � Tire � Tire giant Bridgestone Corp. said Frida � Tire giant Bridgestone Corp. said Friday t � Tire giant Bridgestone Corp. said Friday the cost of its massive tire recall
pushedpushed it into the red for the firstpushed it into the red for the first halfpushed it into the red for the first half of the year.  Tokyo-based Bridgestone
posted a net loss of $250 million (30.6 billion yen) through June. �  

(http://www.cnn.com/2001/BUSINESS/asia/08/10/japan.bridgestone/index.html), Ex. 43).

TheThe combined financial interest of Bridgestone andThe combined financial interest of Bridgestone and Firestone is apparent. The combined financial interest of Bridgestone and Firestone is apparent.  Mr. Hideo Hara

testifiedtestified thattestified that during his tenure at Firestonetestified that during his tenure at Firestone his pension plan applied in Japan, continued to be active

whilewhile he was in the U.S., and that Firestone contributed to his Japanese plan duriwhile he was in the U.S., and that Firestone contributed to his Japanese plan during thowhile he was in the U.S., and that Firestone contributed to his Japanese plan during those years.

HaraHara Dep. at 262:08-25; 2Hara Dep. at 262:08-25; 263:01-1Hara Dep. at 262:08-25; 263:01-16; 263:25; 264:01-06, Ex. 19.  Mr. Hara also testified this is a

policy.  Hara Dep. at 331:25; 332:01-09, Ex. 19.

S. Bridgestone Corporation Owns Property in United States.

InIn contrast to Bridgestone �s discovery answers, tax records from the State of California

indicateindicate that Bridgesindicate that Bridgestone Cindicate that Bridgestone Corporation owns U.S. property.  See, Ex. 44, Ventura County Secured

TaxTax StateTax StatementTax Statements, cf., May 25, 2001 Responses and Objections to Plaintiffs � Interrogatories to

DefendantDefendant Bridgestone Corporation, ResponseDefendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response No. 8, Ex. 26,Defendant Bridgestone Corporation, Response No. 8, Ex. 26, which states  � Bridgestone did not own

oror occupy any much real estate. �   Internet searches also turn up evidence of Bridgestor occupy any much real estate. �   Internet searches also turn up evidence of Bridgestoor occupy any much real estate. �   Internet searches also turn up evidence of Bridgestone � s ownership

of property.

PropertyProperty Record for Ventura County, California, Roll Certification date July
1,1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp. Lessor; Firestone Tire1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp. Lessor; Firestone Tire et al. � 1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp. Lessor; Firestone Tire et al. �  Mailing
Address:Address:  50 Century Boulevard, NashvilleAddress:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville,Address:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, Address:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TNAddress:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN Address:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672Address:  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672, Recorded Date:
5/5/98, Assessed Value:  $20,000.  Ex. 45.

PropertyProperty Record for Ventura County, California, Roll Certification date July
1,1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp., � 1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp., �  50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN
37214-3672,37214-3672, Pro37214-3672, Property A37214-3672, Property Address:  321 S. Oxnard Boulevard, Oxnard, CA
93030-5811,93030-5811, Recorded Date:  5/5/88, Assessed Value:  $425,000.  (Sale
Amount:  $350,000).  Ex. 46 and Ex. 47.
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PPropertyProperty Property RecordProperty Record Property Record forProperty Record for Property Record for VenturaProperty Record for Ventura Property Record for Ventura County,Property Record for Ventura County, Property Record for Ventura County, California,Property Record for Ventura County, California, Property Record for Ventura County, California, EstimatedProperty Record for Ventura County, California, Estimated Roll Certification
datedate July 1, 2000,date July 1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp.date July 1, 2000,  � Owner:  Bridgestone Corp. Lessor; Firestone Tire Et al.,
5050 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672, Property Address:  500
E.E. Thompson Boulevard,E. Thompson Boulevard, Ventura, CA 93001-2827, Recorded Date: E. Thompson Boulevard, Ventura, CA 93001-2827, Recorded Date:  5/5/88,
Assessed Value:  $460,000.  Ex. 48.

PropePropertPropertyProperty Record for Santa Clara County, California, Estimated Roll
CCertificationCertification date July 1, 2000,  �Owner:  Firestone Real Estate LeasinCertification date July 1, 2000,  �Owner:  Firestone Real Estate Leasing
CompanyCompany BridgestCompany BridgestoneCompany Bridgestone Company Bridgestone Corp.Company Bridgestone Corp. Company Bridgestone Corp. (CompaCompany Bridgestone Corp. (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Address:  c/o
ReginaRegina Lilland, 50 CenturyRegina Lilland, 50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672,Regina Lilland, 50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672, Property
Address:Address:  1895 Tully Road, San Jose, CA 95122, Recorded Date:  5/Address:  1895 Tully Road, San Jose, CA 95122, Recorded Date:  5/5Address:  1895 Tully Road, San Jose, CA 95122, Recorded Date:  5/5/88,
Assessed Value:  $1,369,922.  Ex. 49.

PropertyProperty Record for Santa ClaraProperty Record for Santa Clara CProperty Record for Santa Clara County, California, Estimated Roll
CertificationCertification date July 1, 2000,  �Owner:  FiresCertification date July 1, 2000,  �Owner:  FirestoCertification date July 1, 2000,  �Owner:  Firestone Real Estate Leasing
CompanyCompany Company BridgeCompany Bridgestone Corp.  (CompanyCompany Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation),Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), MailingCompany Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Address:Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Address:  Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Address:  c/Company Bridgestone Corp.  (Company/ Corporation), Mailing Address:  c/o
ReginaRegina Lilland,Regina Lilland, 50 Century Boulevard, Nashville,Regina Lilland, 50 Century Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37214-3672, Property
Address:Address:  1379 S. Park Victoria Drive, Milpita, CA 95035, Recorded Date:
5/5/88, Assessed Value:  $583,057.  Ex. 50.

Moreover,Moreover, upon the sale of Firestone to Bridgestone, thatMoreover, upon the sale of Firestone to Bridgestone, that transactionMoreover, upon the sale of Firestone to Bridgestone, that transaction qualified as a change

in control and ownership under California tax law.  Ex. 51.

T. BridgBridgeBridgestoneBridgestone Corporation has been Actively Involved With U.S.
Labor.

FormerFormer Firestone tire inspector Darell Batson testified that afteFormer Firestone tire inspector Darell Batson testified that after Former Firestone tire inspector Darell Batson testified that after Bridgestone Corporation

acquiredacquired Firestone, increased production was made the priority over quality.  Deposition of Darrell

Batson,Batson, Lynelle Giles, et al. vs. Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. et al., Aug., Aug. 23, 2000,, Aug. 23, 2000, at 8:05-06; 8:17-

22;22; 13:16-24; 14:01-21 ( �Batson Dep. �), Ex. 52.  A 12-h22; 13:16-24; 14:01-21 ( � Batson Dep. � ), Ex. 52.  A 12-hour workday w22; 13:16-24; 14:01-21 ( �Batson Dep. �), Ex. 52.  A 12-hour workday was instituted leading to

strainsstrains onstrains on the workforce and ultimately the labor strike in 1994. strains on the workforce and ultimately the labor strike in 1994.  Batson Dep. at 13:16-24; 14:01-24;

15:01-21,15:01-21, Ex. 52.  Despite this reali15:01-21, Ex. 52.  Despite this reality, Bridgest15:01-21, Ex. 52.  Despite this reality, Bridgestone �s answers to discovery in this matter state:

 �Bridgestone �Bridgestone was not in �Bridgestone was not invo �Bridgestone was not involved in labor negotiations in the United States. �   See, May 25, 2001

ResponsesResponses and ObjeResponses and Objections Responses and Objections to Plaintiffs � Interrogatories to Defendant Bridgestone Corporation,
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ResponseResponse No. 24, Ex. 26.  Vast amounts of contemporaneousResponse No. 24, Ex. 26.  Vast amounts of contemporaneous sources monitoring the 1994Response No. 24, Ex. 26.  Vast amounts of contemporaneous sources monitoring the 1994 Decatur

strike and more recent labor issues indicate otherwise.

AnAn article entitled  � SteeAn article entitled  � SteelworAn article entitled  � Steelworker Victory Over Bridgestone/Firestone is  �Comeback of the

Decade � for Workers, Unions �  states:

 �.  � . .  � . . .agai � . . .against the largest and most powerful rubber company in the
world. . .

TheThe strike began on July 12, 1994, forced on the uniThe strike began on July 12, 1994, forced on the union byThe strike began on July 12, 1994, forced on the union by the
company �s outrageous demands for contract concessions.

.. . . the original five struck plants (Akron, OH, Decatur, IL, Des
Moines,Moines, IA, Noblesville, IN,Moines, IA, Noblesville, IN, OklahomaMoines, IA, Noblesville, IN, Oklahoma City, OK) and Russellville,
AR.

 �.  � . . . Bridgestone paid $2.6 � . . . Bridgestone paid $2.6 billion for Firestone, � . . . Bridgestone paid $2.6 billion for Firestone, more than its value,
butbut the acquisition marked a major expansion for Bridgestone and
immediatelyimmediately gave it a signifimmediately gave it a significant immediately gave it a significant share of the North American
market.market.  Prior tomarket.  Prior to 1988, Bridgestone had operated only one plant inmarket.  Prior to 1988, Bridgestone had operated only one plant in the
U.S., a LaVergne, TN, plant it purchased from Firestone in 1982. �

 �.  � . . .Demonstrations were held in every part of the c � . . .Demonstrations were held in every part of the country  � . . .Demonstrations were held in every part of the country and at
every Japanese consulate. �

 �I n �In early September, a delegation of S �In early September, a delegation of Steelwor �In early September, a delegation of Steelworkers from the U.S.
Bridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone plants went to JapaBridgestone/Firestone plants went to Japan toBridgestone/Firestone plants went to Japan to build solidarity with
thethe Japanese unions and to stage a demonstration at Bridgestone �s
world headquarters. �

 � Bridgestone � Bridgestone union � Bridgestone union officials and workers from 15 � Bridgestone union officials and workers from 15 countries attended
the Nashville conference March 13-14, 1996. �   Ex. 53.

(http://www.uswa.org/news/bridgestone.html)

AnAn article entitled  � ICEM: An article entitled  � ICEM:  Bridgestone Corp. FacesAn article entitled  � ICEM:  Bridgestone Corp. Faces Growing Pressure Worldwide To Settle

U.S. Labor Negotiations �  states:

 �O n � On the eve of  � On the eve of the  � On the eve of the expiration of contract extensions at nine unionized tire
facilfacilitiesfacilities facilities infacilities in facilities in thefacilities in the facilities in the Unfacilities in the United States, Bridgestone Corp. is facing increasing pressure
fromfrom its workforcefrom its workforce around the world to settlefrom its workforce around the world to settle the U.S. collective bargaining
negotiations.
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Letters from unionsLetters from unions representing thousands ofLetters from unions representing thousands of Bridgestone workers
inin eight countries have been sent this week to Yoichirio Kaizaki,
ChairmanChairman and Chief ExecuChairman and Chief Executive Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Japanese-based tire
multinational,multinational, expressing support for the United Steelworkemultinational, expressing support for the United Steelworkers omultinational, expressing support for the United Steelworkers of
AAmerAmericaAmerica (USWA) and urging the company to settle contract
negotiationsnegotiations with the union before the deadlnegotiations with the union before the deadline negotiations with the union before the deadline of midnight, Friday
night.night.  In additnight.  In addition, these unions have sent work delegations to see
lloclocallocal Bridgestone/Firestone plant managers in their respective
countries this week to deliver the same message.

AmongAmong the unions -- all ofAmong the unions -- all of which represent Bridgestone employeesAmong the unions -- all of which represent Bridgestone employees --
whichwhich havewhich have thus far taken action arewhich have thus far taken action are Lastik-Is in Turkey; the National
UnionUnion of MetalworkUnion of Metalworkers of Union of Metalworkers of South Africa; the Australian Liquor,
HospitalityHospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union; the International
BrotherhoodBrotherhood of Teamsters in the U.S.; the FedBrotherhood of Teamsters in the U.S.; the FederatioBrotherhood of Teamsters in the U.S.; the Federation de la
MetallurgieMetallurgie in Canada; the Frente Unico de Metallurgie in Canada; the Frente Unico de BorraMetallurgie in Canada; the Frente Unico de Borracha of Brazil;
SindicatoSindicato Unico de TrabajadoresSindicato Unico de Trabajadores dSindicato Unico de Trabajadores del Neumatico of Argentina; and
Sindicato de Trabajadores Bridgestone-Firestone of Chile.

TheseThese unions, together wiThese unions, together witThese unions, together with the USWA, are affiliated at the global
levellevel to the International Federation of Chemical,level to the International Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine and
GeneralGeneral Workers � Unions (ICEM), which unitesGeneral Workers �  Unions (ICEM), which unites 20 millionGeneral Workers � Unions (ICEM), which unites 20 million workers
worldwide.worldwide.  Earlier this month in St. Louworldwide.  Earlier this month in St. Louis, Brworldwide.  Earlier this month in St. Louis, Bridgestone union
leadersleaders from around the world met and pledged theirleaders from around the world met and pledged their  �supleaders from around the world met and pledged their  �support and
solidarity �solidarity �  to the USWA in this round ofsolidarity � to the USWA in this round of bargaining, and pledgedsolidarity �  to the USWA in this round of bargaining, and pledged to
callcall on their members  � to engage in solidaritycall on their members  � to engage in solidarity activities �  incall on their members  � to engage in solidarity activities �  in support of
the USWA in the event of a strike.

.. . . Fred Higgs, ICEM Ge. . . Fred Higgs, ICEM General . . . Fred Higgs, ICEM General Secretary, who today urged Mr. Kaizaki to
 �amicably and expeditiously reach a just new agreement �  with the USWA.

TheThe The U.S.The U.S. The U.S. collectiveThe U.S. collective The U.S. collective bargainingThe U.S. collective bargaining The U.S. collective bargaining negotiationsThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations The U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currentlyThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently The U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently uThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently undThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently underwayThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently underway The U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently underway affecThe U.S. collective bargaining negotiations currently underway affect
somesome 8,000 workerssome 8,000 workers at Bridgestone operations insome 8,000 workers at Bridgestone operations in five states. �   Ex. 54.

(http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m4PRN/2000_August_31/64840245/print.jhtml)

AA conferenceA conference for Bridgestone workers worldwide was held in St. Louis.  AnA conference for Bridgestone workers worldwide was held in St. Louis.  An article entitled

 � ICEM, Steelworkers Union to Host World Conference of Bridgestone Unions �  states:

 �  � The �The International Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine and  �The International Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine and Genera �The International Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine and General
Workers �Workers �  Unions (ICEM) andWorkers �  Unions (ICEM) and the United Steelworkers of America (USWA)
announcedannounced today they willannounced today they will host a worldannounced today they will host a world conference of unions with members
employedemployed by Bridgestone Cemployed by Bridgestone Corpoemployed by Bridgestone Corporation on July 31 - August 1, 2000 in St.
Louis, Missouri.
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ReRepresentRepresentativesRepresentatives of 16 Bridgestone unions from 14 countries have
registeredregistered to attend the conference. registered to attend the conference.  Speakers at the conference will
includeinclude George Becker, USWAinclude George Becker, USWA Princlude George Becker, USWA President and Chairman of the
ICEM �sICEM �s global rubber committee, andICEM �s global rubber committee, and FreICEM �s global rubber committee, and Fred Higgs, ICEM General
Secretary.Secretary.  The USWA affiliated globally to Secretary.  The USWA affiliated globally to the ICEMSecretary.  The USWA affiliated globally to the ICEM, which
represents 20 million workers in 103 countries.

 �The � The companies that dominate the world tire ind � The companies that dominate the world tire indus � The companies that dominate the world tire industry have globalized
andand organized land organized labor and organized labor must respond in kind . . . Bridgestone workers
fromfrom every continent around thefrom every continent around the world will meet in St. Louis tofrom every continent around the world will meet in St. Louis to unite
for a common purpose.

 �This �This conference represents an im �This conference represents an importa �This conference represents an important opportunity for workers
employedemployed by Bridgestone fromemployed by Bridgestone from different countries to meet,employed by Bridgestone from different countries to meet, compare
notes,notes, and discuss common strategies to address shnotes, and discuss common strategies to address shanotes, and discuss common strategies to address shared problems, �
said (Fred) Higgs.  Ex. 55.

(http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m4PRN/2000_July_20/ 63573432/print.jhtml)

U. BridgestoneBridgestone Bridgestone isBridgestone is Bridgestone is aBridgestone is a Bridgestone is a High-ProfileBridgestone is a High-Profile Bridgestone is a High-Profile SponsBridgestone is a High-Profile Sponsor of PrBridgestone is a High-Profile Sponsor of ProfessionalBridgestone is a High-Profile Sponsor of Professional Bridgestone is a High-Profile Sponsor of Professional AutomobilBridgestone is a High-Profile Sponsor of Professional Automobile
RacingRacing Teams in the United SRacing Teams in the United States andRacing Teams in the United States and Provides Tires for Race
Cars.

Bridgestone �sBridgestone �s website admits thatBridgestone � s website admits that it controls FirestoneBridgestone �s website admits that it controls Firestone and has a significant U.S. presence.

According to Bridgestone �s website, heading  � How Bridgestone Works: �

 � A sporting touch at work . . . in motor sports and otherwise, �

 �A  �A  highly visible presence in sporting in sporting goods and in sporting goods and sporting events highlights
Bridgestone �sBridgestone � s role in enliveningBridgestone �s role in enlivening modern lifestyles.Bridgestone � s role in enlivening modern lifestyles.  . . . Firestone tires have
dominateddominated Indy car racingdominated Indy car racing since Bridgestone returned the Firestone name to
Indy competition in 1995. . . . Leading names in 1995. . . . Leading names on the pro golf tour around the
world use Bridgestone clubs and balls. �

(http://www2.bridgestone.co.jp/cp99e/bscp16.html), emphasis added, Ex. 56.

ObserveObserversObservers have coObservers have commented on this, including the Financial Times in an April 30, 1997

articlearticle entitled  �Firesarticle entitled  � Firestone Back article entitled  �Firestone Back on the Grid:  Return to Indycar Racing has Helped Group Lift

Market Share � :

 � Bridgestone, � Bridgestone, the Japanese tyre maker which has owned Firestone
sincesince 1988, can finally lay claimsince 1988, can finally lay claim to havingsince 1988, can finally lay claim to having salvaged something from



24

anan expensive andan expensive and messy venture intoan expensive and messy venture into the US.  After a $1.5 bin capital
investmentinvestment programmeinvestment programme in theinvestment programme in the early 1990s, a heavy restructuring and
aa two-year labour dispute which brought the ca two-year labour dispute which brought the company aa two-year labour dispute which brought the company a public
rebukerebuke fromrebuke from presrebuke from president Clinton, Firestone has begun to win back
market share.

 � The � The opening � The opening sh � The opening shot in this battle was fired earlier this month, with
whatwhat the Japanese company called  �the most important prwhat the Japanese company called  �the most important produwhat the Japanese company called  �the most important product
launch ever �  for the Firestone brand. �   Ex. 57.

V. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Set Up Youth GroBridgestone Corporation Set Up Youth Groups inBridgestone Corporation Set Up Youth Groups in the United
States.

AccordAccordingAccording to Bridgestone �s website:   �In the United States, Bridgestone set up thAccording to Bridgestone �s website:   �In the United States, Bridgestone set up the

Fire/hawksFire/hawks Honors Club in 1991 toFire/hawks Honors Club in 1991 to encourage volunteerFire/hawks Honors Club in 1991 to encourage volunteer activities by young people on behalf of the

environment. �   (http://www2.bridgestone.co.jp/cp99e/bscp14.html), Ex. 58.

W. BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation Treats Firestone and the U.S. Market as its
Own When Speaking to the Public and the Press.

BBrBridgestone �sBridgestone � s statements to the press and the public regarding its control of Firestone and

itsits U.S. preseits U.S. presence are tits U.S. presence are too extensive to be fully documented, however, even a brief sampling is

illustrative.

An article entitled  � Japanese tire firms pursue M&A policy overseas �  states:

 �.  �.   �. . . Bridgestone Corp. boasting the latest move has bought  �. . . Bridgestone Corp. boasting the latest move has bought a
controllingcontrolling share in the tire-markecontrolling share in the tire-marketingcontrolling share in the tire-marketing division of Firestone Tire &
RubberRubber Co. of the U.S. Rubber Co. of the U.S. . . . BridgRubber Co. of the U.S. . . . Bridgestone, which purchased a factory
fromfrom Firestone in 1988, has put all thefrom Firestone in 1988, has put all the U.S. firm �s tire units under its
control. �

 � Expansion � Expansion abroad � Expansion abroad offsets domestic competition:  An � Expansion abroad offsets domestic competition:  An interview with
BridgestoneBridgestone Corp.Bridgestone Corp. President Akira Yeiri follows:  Does theBridgestone Corp. President Akira Yeiri follows:  Does the industry
reallyreally need to go abroad?  Only doing business in Japan has outlived
itsits usefulness. �  (The Japan Economic Journal, March 5, 1988)
(emphasis added)  Ex. 59.

An article entitled  � Analysts divided on value of Firestone buy �  states:
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 � Bridgestone �Bridgestone Corp. �s take �Bridgestone Corp. �s takeover bi �Bridgestone Corp. �s takeover bid for shares of Firestone Tire &
RubberRubber Co. of Akron, Ohio, marks a move by JapanesRubber Co. of Akron, Ohio, marks a move by Japanese compaRubber Co. of Akron, Ohio, marks a move by Japanese companies
intointo the major leagues of the U.S. takeoverinto the major leagues of the U.S. takeover game. into the major leagues of the U.S. takeover game.  . . . Bridgestone �s
startingstarting bid showed its urgent need for U.S. productistarting bid showed its urgent need for U.S. production.  . . . Tstarting bid showed its urgent need for U.S. production.  . . . The
companycompany hascompany has only a truck tirecompany has only a truck tire plant in Tennessee that it bought from
DunlopDunlop in 1983.  . . . Bridgestone chairman Teiji Eguchi said the
takeovertakeover of Firestone is an inevitable choicetakeover of Firestone is an inevitable choice ftakeover of Firestone is an inevitable choice for his company to
becomebecome a global auto tire maker. �   (The become a global auto tire maker. �   (The Japan Ecbecome a global auto tire maker. �   (The Japan Economic Journal,
April 2, 1988)  Ex. 60.

An article entitled  � Bridgestone emerging as a major world tire firm �  states:

 � The � The recent t � The recent takeover m � The recent takeover means that Bridgestone has come to own an
additionaladditional 19 plants in the world, includinadditional 19 plants in the world, including fiveadditional 19 plants in the world, including five in the U.S.; and
obtainobtain a chain of 1,500 auto repair shops and strong sales network for
thethe  �Big Three � U.S. automathe  �Big Three � U.S. automakers.  . .the  �Big Three � U.S. automakers.  . . . Thus the recent take over of
FirestoneFirestone was an inevitabFirestone was an inevitablFirestone was an inevitable and natural course of events for
promotingpromoting Bridgestone �s global strategy.  And confronted promoting Bridgestone �s global strategy.  And confronted with . .promoting Bridgestone �s global strategy.  And confronted with . . .
worldwideworldwide competition, the managementworldwide competition, the management of Bridgestoneworldwide competition, the management of Bridgestone will have no
otherother choice but to change their familiar other choice but to change their familiar cautiother choice but to change their familiar cautions and steady
approachapproach and take aapproach and take a shrewd hard-hitting stance in the future. �   (The
Japan Economic Journal, May 21, 1988)  Ex. 61.

AnAn article in the Japanese Economic Journal entitAn article in the Japanese Economic Journal entitled  � FiAn article in the Japanese Economic Journal entitled  � Firestone to Produce Bridgestone

Tires �  states:

 � Bridgestone � Bridgestone Corp. � Bridgestone Corp. will  � Bridgestone Corp. will start production of Bridgestone-brand tires
atat some Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. factories, that some Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. factories, the Japaneat some Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. factories, the Japanese tire
makermaker said Nov. 30 inmaker said Nov. 30 in Tokyo.  .maker said Nov. 30 in Tokyo.  . . . As many as three of Firestone � s 19
factoriesfactories will manufacturfactories will manufacturefactories will manufacture Bridgestone-brand tires in addition to
currentcurrent Firestone products.  They are its Wilson factory in North
Carolina,Carolina, the Joliette factory in Quebec, Canada and the Carolina, the Joliette factory in Quebec, Canada and the BuCarolina, the Joliette factory in Quebec, Canada and the Burges
factoryfactory infactory in Spain.  The total production volume at each of thefactory in Spain.  The total production volume at each of the factories
willwill be increased by 30-40% within three years.  To carwill be increased by 30-40% within three years.  To carry out thiwill be increased by 30-40% within three years.  To carry out this
plan,plan, Brplan, Bridgestone �s wholly owned U.S. subsidiary will invest $1.5
billionbillion overbillion over thebillion over the next three years.  Of the total, $600 million will come
fromfrom a capital increase in the subsidiary, which will bfrom a capital increase in the subsidiary, which will be from a capital increase in the subsidiary, which will be financed by
thethe parent company.  The remainder will come from internal reserves
andand loans.  More than 100 personneland loans.  More than 100 personnel in cand loans.  More than 100 personnel in charge of production,
technoltechnolotechnologytechnology and research and development will be dispatched from
thethe Japanese maker to the subsidiary.  Akira Yeithe Japanese maker to the subsidiary.  Akira Yeiri, Brithe Japanese maker to the subsidiary.  Akira Yeiri, Bridgestone
presidentpresident said.president said.  . . .president said.  . . . production at . . . Bridgestone (U.S.A.) Inc. will
alsoalso be increalso be increasalso be increased at its Tennessee factory.  As for non-tire business
activities,activities, activities, productionactivities, production activities, production ofactivities, production of synthetic rubber, synthetic textiles, indactivities, production of synthetic rubber, synthetic textiles, industriaactivities, production of synthetic rubber, synthetic textiles, industrial
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rubberrubber anrubber and roofinrubber and roofing materials is expected to be expanded at eight
FirestoneFirestone factories in North America.  Such products will be supplied
toto both Firestone and Bridgestone.  Yeiri said that theto both Firestone and Bridgestone.  Yeiri said that the twoto both Firestone and Bridgestone.  Yeiri said that the two companies
willwill continue to work closely and plan to conduct a swill continue to work closely and plan to conduct a serwill continue to work closely and plan to conduct a series of joint
ventures. � ventures. �  ventures. �   (The Japan Economic Journal,ventures. �   (The Japan Economic Journal, December 10, 1988)  Ex.
62.

 Japan Economic Newswire, November 30, 1988,  Japan Economic Newswire, November 30, 1988,  � Bri Japan Economic Newswire, November 30, 1988,  � Bridgestone to Bolster Firestone With

Investment Capital � :

 �A k �Akira � Akira I � Akira Ieiri, president of Bridgestone Corp., said Wednesday the company
wwillwill invest 1.5 billion dollars over the next three years to bolster its U.S.
partner,partner, Firestone.  Ieiri told a news copartner, Firestone.  Ieiri told a news conpartner, Firestone.  Ieiri told a news conference the fund will be used to
substantiallysubstantially raise thesubstantially raise the production capacity ofsubstantially raise the production capacity of Firestone � s tire manufacturing
facilitiesfacilities in Northfacilities in North America, Europe and Latin America. facilities in North America, Europe and Latin America.  He said Bridgestone
willwill contributewill contribute about 600 million dollars to Firestone within this year.will contribute about 600 million dollars to Firestone within this year.  More
thanthan 100 staffthan 100 staff membersthan 100 staff members will be dispatched to the American partner, he said. �

 � Under � Under the expansion program, Bridgestone will � Under the expansion program, Bridgestone will expand its � Under the expansion program, Bridgestone will expand its dealer networks
inin North America and Europe andin North America and Europe and start selling Bridgestone brandin North America and Europe and start selling Bridgestone brand products.
.. . . In North America, . . . In North America, Bridg. . . In North America, Bridgestone will produce and sell its own brand
pprproductsproducts while Firestone will develop sales of products by the two
companies. �   Ex. 63.

AutomotiveAutomotive News, February 6, 1989,  � Bridgestone Expands; Truck,Automotive News, February 6, 1989,  � Bridgestone Expands; Truck, Bus TireAutomotive News, February 6, 1989,  � Bridgestone Expands; Truck, Bus Tire Plant Set for

Tennessee � :

 � The � The new plant, which � The new plant, which is � The new plant, which is scheduled to begin commercial production in early
1991,1991, will produce radial truck tires for both Bridgestone and Firestone Tire
& Rubber Co., which the Japanese-based Bridgestone acquired last year. �

 � Last � Last November Bridgestone Corp. in Japan � Last November Bridgestone Corp. in Japan announced it would spend $1.5
billionbillion on a global expansion plbillion on a global expansion plan over thbillion on a global expansion plan over the next three years that would
includeinclude upgrading the Bridginclude upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestoneinclude upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone include upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone Northinclude upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone North include upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone North Americaninclude upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone North American include upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone North American manufinclude upgrading the Bridgestone-Firestone North American manufacturing
base. �

 � Bridgestone �Bridgestone has not determined what tire models the ne �Bridgestone has not determined what tire models the new f �Bridgestone has not determined what tire models the new facility will
produce,produce, but a portion ofproduce, but a portion of the produce, but a portion of the output probably will be exported, the
spokesmanspokesman saispokesman said.spokesman said.  Last year, Bridgestone began exporting 59,000 radial
passengerpassenger tires a month to Japan from tpassenger tires a month to Japan from the LaVerpassenger tires a month to Japan from the LaVergne facility for original
equipment use on Mazda and Toyota pickups. �   Ex. 63.
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AA September 12, 2000, The Wall Street Journal article entitled  � Pushing Back:A September 12, 2000, The Wall Street Journal article entitled  � Pushing Back: A September 12, 2000, The Wall Street Journal article entitled  � Pushing Back:  Bridgestone

BossBoss Has Toughness, But Is That What CrisiBoss Has Toughness, But Is That What Crisis DemanBoss Has Toughness, But Is That What Crisis Demands?  -- Kaizaki, Breaking Silence, Vows to

Save Firestone, Denies Hiding Problems -- Career Built on Cost Cutting �  reports:

 � TOKYO �TOKYO --  ( �TOKYO --  (Br �TOKYO --  (Bridgestone CEO) Mr. Kaizaki (held a) 90-minute
newsnews conference at the Tokyonews conference at the Tokyo headquarters ofnews conference at the Tokyo headquarters of the Keidanren, Japan � s
bigbig business lobby -- and he came out swinging.  Though hbig business lobby -- and he came out swinging.  Though he
expressedexpressed regret over the controversy, heexpressed regret over the controversy, he soughtexpressed regret over the controversy, he sought to deflect attempts
bbyby Ford to pin the blame on his company.  In his deep bby Ford to pin the blame on his company.  In his deep baritone, thby Ford to pin the blame on his company.  In his deep baritone, the
executiveexecutive forcefully denied Bridgestone had sought to hide
information about the affair from U.S. authorities.

 �There �There are worries about the future of  �There are worries about the future of Fir �There are worries about the future of Firestone, � Mr. Kaizaki
conceded,conceded,  �but we prconceded,  �but we promise tconceded,  �but we promise to support the Firestone brand with the
total strength of the Bridgestone group. �

BridgestoneBridgestone executives say that Mr. Kaizaki didBridgestone executives say that Mr. Kaizaki did rBridgestone executives say that Mr. Kaizaki did remain directly
involved,involved, leading a team of about 20 seniorinvolved, leading a team of about 20 senior people that metinvolved, leading a team of about 20 senior people that met daily in
TokyoTokyo to handle the mounting crisis.  YesterdTokyo to handle the mounting crisis.  Yesterday,Tokyo to handle the mounting crisis.  Yesterday, Mr. Kaizaki
discloseddisclosed that he had made a secretdisclosed that he had made a secret trip to disclosed that he had made a secret trip to the U.S. to assess the
situation,situation, but he and hissituation, but he and his spoksituation, but he and his spokesmen refused to elaborate on the
mission.

Yesterday,Yesterday, Mr. Yesterday, Mr. KaizaYesterday, Mr. Kaizaki did bat back at Ford, which has blamed its
tire supplier for the entire Firestone fiasco.

 �There � There has been some � There has been some talk of � There has been some talk of a coverup, but I want to emphasize that
there was no such thing, �  he said.

Mr.Mr. Kaizaki .Mr. Kaizaki . . . recalleMr. Kaizaki . . . recalled the days a decade ago when he was in
AmericaAmerica struggling to tAmerica struggling to turn theAmerica struggling to turn the then-troubled subsidiary around.   � I
amam veryam very aware that we have suffered a nearly fatal blow, � he told
reporters.reporters.   � But wereporters.   �But we came back from the same placereporters.   � But we came back from the same place 10 years ago, and
it � s not impossible to do so again, �  . . .  � I think I can do it. �

EarlyEarly in 1991, Bridgestone President Akira Yeiri askedEarly in 1991, Bridgestone President Akira Yeiri asked Mr.Early in 1991, Bridgestone President Akira Yeiri asked Mr. Kaizaki
toto take the helmto take the helm at Firestone.  Mr. Kaizaki, into take the helm at Firestone.  Mr. Kaizaki, in the Japanese magazine
interview,interview, said he at first declined.  He had no experienceinterview, said he at first declined.  He had no experience in tiresinterview, said he at first declined.  He had no experience in tires.
ThThen,Then, Kanichiro Ishibashi, former president and son of BridgestonThen, Kanichiro Ishibashi, former president and son of Bridgestone �Then, Kanichiro Ishibashi, former president and son of Bridgestone � s
founder,founder, told hfounder, told him,  �Thisfounder, told him,  �This is the order of the company, �  Mr. Kaizaki
recalled in the interview.   �Take care of it. �
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AnAndAnd sAnd so, Bridgestone, now one of the biggest foreign owners of a
manufacturingmanufacturing operationmanufacturing operation in the U.S., dispatched to Ohio an executive
who spoke barely a word of English.

Mr.Mr. Kaizaki wasted no time making clear Mr. Kaizaki wasted no time making clear who was boMr. Kaizaki wasted no time making clear who was boss.  . . . He
reorganizedreorganized the company and gave each division chief clearer
resresponsibilities,responsibilities, as well as placards saying,  �The Buck Stops Herresponsibilities, as well as placards saying,  �The Buck Stops Here.responsibilities, as well as placards saying,  � The Buck Stops Here. �
He also laid off employees and cut costs relentlessly.

InIn 1993, for the first time since the acquisition, the
Bridgestone/FBridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone unit swung into the black, with a $6 million
profit.  That year,profit.  That year, Mr. Kaizaki gotprofit.  That year, Mr. Kaizaki got his reward, the presidency of the
parentparent compparent compaparent company, and returned to Japan to set about belt-tightening
there. � there. �   (Wall Street Journal; Newthere. �   (Wall Street Journal; New York, N.there. �   (Wall Street Journal; New York, N.Y.; Sep 12, 2000; By
WallWall Street Journal staff reporters Todd ZaunWall Street Journal staff reporters Todd Zaun, Wall Street Journal staff reporters Todd Zaun, Phred Dvorak,
NorihikoNorihiko Shirouzu and Peter Landers, CopyriNorihiko Shirouzu and Peter Landers, Copyright DNorihiko Shirouzu and Peter Landers, Copyright Dow Jones &
Company Inc Sep 12, 2000)  Ex. 64.

AA Japanese article entitled  � Bridgestone presidentA Japanese article entitled  �Bridgestone president apA Japanese article entitled  �Bridgestone president apologizes to shareholders for recall �

states:

 � Bridgestone � Bridgestone Corp. President Yoichiro Ka � Bridgestone Corp. President Yoichiro Kaiza � Bridgestone Corp. President Yoichiro Kaizaki apologized Thursday
at the company �s shareholders meeting for last summer �s voluntary
recall of millions of defective tires produced by its U.S. subsidiary.

 � I apologize to all shareholders . . .

(Tokyo, Copyright 2001 Kyodo(Tokyo, Copyright 2001 Kyodo News Service, Japan Economic Newswire, March 29, 2001)(Tokyo, Copyright 2001 Kyodo News Service, Japan Economic Newswire, March 29, 2001)  Ex.

65.

JacquesJacques Nasser testified he was aware ofJacques Nasser testified he was aware of the comments and press conferences coming out

ofof Tokyoof Tokyo on the issue of Firestone tires and the Explorer vehicle.of Tokyo on the issue of Firestone tires and the Explorer vehicle.  Nasser Dep. at 401:11-18, Ex. 14.

ContemporContemporaneousContemporaneous Contemporaneous repoContemporaneous reports of the formation of Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. are pointed in their

discussion of who was in control:

 � Bridgestone, �Bridgestone, Japan �s �Bridgestone, Japan �s la �Bridgestone, Japan �s largest tiremaker, bought Firestone last year,
outbiddingoutbidding the Italian tiremaker Pirelli.  . . .  The company also outbidding the Italian tiremaker Pirelli.  . . .  The company also annoutbidding the Italian tiremaker Pirelli.  . . .  The company also announced
thatthat Bridgestone Chairman Teiji Eguchi would begin working that Bridgestone Chairman Teiji Eguchi would begin working Tuthat Bridgestone Chairman Teiji Eguchi would begin working Tuesday at
Bridgestone-FirestoneBridgestone-Firestone headquarters.  He arrBridgestone-Firestone headquarters.  He arriBridgestone-Firestone headquarters.  He arrived in Akron Monday.
SpokesmanSpokesman Dennis Allen said Eguchi, 63, will try to  �create a teamwork
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atmosphere �atmosphere �  among Bridgestone-Firestone employees. �   U.P.I., January 9,
1990,  � Bridgestone-Firestone Offering Job Buyouts, �  Ex. 63.

Business Week, February 26, 1990;  � Why Tiremakers Are Still Spinning Their Wheels � :

 � . . . May, 1988 Bridgestone buys Firestone for $2.6 billion

BridgestoneBridgestone Three-year,Bridgestone Three-year, $1.5 billion modernization at Firestone plus a new
radial truck-tire plant in Tennessee costing $350 million. . . . �

 �  � Bridges � Bridgestone � Bridgestone has installed new technology for Firestone �s fanciest line of
tires and is improving the company � s quality. �

 � Last � Last fall, � Last fall, Bridgestone . � Last fall, Bridgestone . . . offered early retirement to 3,400 employees.  . .
.. Layoffs could result, adding to the 250 announc. Layoffs could result, adding to the 250 announced at. Layoffs could result, adding to the 250 announced at a Firestone nontire
operatiooperationoperation operation on Feb. 6 -- and hurting the reputation for employment security
thatthat Japanese firms have with Americans.  . . . Bridgestone Chairman Teiji
EguchiEguchi has arrived in Akron to keep an eye onEguchi has arrived in Akron to keep an eye on things -- and he plans toEguchi has arrived in Akron to keep an eye on things -- and he plans to stay
for a while. �

 �.  �.  . � . . . Sumitomo � . . . Sumitomo and Bridgestone say that they may import fewer tires as they
expand their U.S. capacity. �   Ex. 63.

The Economist, September 7, 1991;  � Management Brief; When the Bridge Caught Fire � :

 � This �This case study, the last i �This case study, the last in our ser �This case study, the last in our series, looks at the problems Japan �s
BridgestoneBridgestone tyre company has faced sinceBridgestone tyre company has faced since it boughtBridgestone tyre company has faced since it bought America �s Firestone in
1988. �

 �.  �. . . At the end of this year, Bridgestone  �. . . At the end of this year, Bridgestone plans to mov �. . . At the end of this year, Bridgestone plans to move the
headquarters to Nashville, Tennessee. �

 � The � The aim is to give the � The aim is to give the firm a new start.  This is a � The aim is to give the firm a new start.  This is a sign of trouble, for it is the
thirdthird new start the firm has had in the past three yearsthird new start the firm has had in the past three years. third new start the firm has had in the past three years.  The first was when
itit was bought;it was bought; the second when Bridgestone �s chairman moved to Akron to
take charge of the former Firestone in January 1990. �

 �.  � . . . Since 1983 � . . . Since 1983 Bridgestone had been � . . . Since 1983 Bridgestone had been conducting its own experiment
inin how to adapt a Firestone tyre factory -- one thain how to adapt a Firestone tyre factory -- one that in how to adapt a Firestone tyre factory -- one that eventually
encouraged it to buy the whole firm. �

 � Firestone �Firestone first offer �Firestone first offere �Firestone first offered to sell its lorry-tyre plant in La Vergne,
Tennessee,Tennessee, to Bridgestone in 1980, andTennessee, to Bridgestone in 1980, and eventually sold itTennessee, to Bridgestone in 1980, and eventually sold it in January
19831983 for $51983 for $52 m.  The plant had employed 600 workers, until two-
thirdsthirds of them were laid off in March 1982.  When Bridgestone first
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talkedtalked about buying it, the Unitedtalked about buying it, the United Rubber Workers union wastalked about buying it, the United Rubber Workers union was hostile.
ThenThen Firestone threatened to close the plant unlessThen Firestone threatened to close the plant unless itThen Firestone threatened to close the plant unless it was sold.  The
URW co-operated. �

 �.  �.  . � . . . Within two years Bridgestone had restored the � . . . Within two years Bridgestone had restored the La Vergne plant
toto full-scale output and had rehired all the laid-oto full-scale output and had rehired all the laid-off woto full-scale output and had rehired all the laid-off workers.  It
investedinvested $68m to modernise the equipment, raise productivity and
retrainretrain workers.  And in 1987 it added a car-tyreretrain workers.  And in 1987 it added a car-tyre line, hretrain workers.  And in 1987 it added a car-tyre line, hiring 250
more people. �

 � After �After taking over, the first charges Bridgestone �After taking over, the first charges Bridgestone made w �After taking over, the first charges Bridgestone made were to
productionproduction methods; changes in theproduction methods; changes in the touchier areaproduction methods; changes in the touchier area of personnel were
handledhandled more slowhandled more slowly.handled more slowly.  All the Firestone production managers were
kept on, while 35 Japanese arrived as  � advisors. �

TwoTwo hundred (200) manager/teachTwo hundred (200) manager/teacherTwo hundred (200) manager/teachers were sent, and Bridgestone moved its U.S.

headquarters:

 �.  �.  . � . . . Bridgestone . . . moved � . . . Bridgestone . . . moved its previous American headquarters from
CaliforniaCalifornia tCalifornia to Nashville, rather than Akron, just a few months after
taking over. �

 �I n � In March 1991 Bridgestone sent a new Japanese chairman and chief
executiveexecutive to Akron, and Mr.executive to Akron, and Mr. Eguchiexecutive to Akron, and Mr. Eguchi retired.  Yoichiro Kaizaki speaks
littlelittle English and haslittle English and has spent much of his career inlittle English and has spent much of his career in Bridgestone � s non-
tyretyre operations.tyre operations.  But he is a candidatetyre operations.  But he is a candidate to succeed Mr. Yeiri if he turns
FirestoneFirestone round.  At last,Firestone round.  At last, the Japanese are taking full control. �  . �   Ex.
63.

Tire Business, April 17, 1995:

 � Two � Two new � Two new additions to the Potenza line, incorporating the company � s
latestlatest technical innovations, arlatest technical innovations, are aboulatest technical innovations, are about to be marketed by
Bridgestone/FiBridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone Bridgestone/Firestone Inc.Bridgestone/Firestone Inc.  Bridgestone/Firestone Inc.  ThBridgestone/Firestone Inc.  The new Z-rated Potenza S-02, scheduled
toto become available tto become available to to become available to dealers this summer, is being billed as the
 �global �global flagship � for Bridgestone �s Pote �global flagship � for Bridgestone �s Potenza fam �global flagship �  for Bridgestone �s Potenza family. �   BFS Expands
Potenza Tire Family, Ex. 57.

The Tennessean, April 16, 1997,  � Bridgestone Investment � :

 �.  � . . . Br � . . . Bridgesto � . . . Bridgestone is introducing its new Firestone FT70c tire with a
multi-million-dollarmulti-million-dollar campaignmulti-million-dollar campaign targeting Goodyear � s Aquatred. multi-million-dollar campaign targeting Goodyear � s Aquatred.  The
efforteffort is the latest step by the company to build its U.S. marketeffort is the latest step by the company to build its U.S. market share,
almostalmost a decadealmost a decade after Japan-based Bridgestone bought Firestone.  It
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hashas also spent $1.5 billion onhas also spent $1.5 billion on capital improvements andhas also spent $1.5 billion on capital improvements and bolstered its
distribution network. �   Ex. 57.

Rubber & Plastics News, May 1, 2000; Quality,  � Marketing Revive Firestone Brand � :

 � When � When Japanese executives visited � When Japanese executives visited independent � When Japanese executives visited independent dealerships in 1991,
theythey found that manthey found that many had they found that many had abandoned Firestone tires altogether,
BriBridgestone/FirestoneBridgestone/Firestone President Kenji Shibata said.   �We found so
manymany independent tire dealers who umany independent tire dealers who used themany independent tire dealers who used the Firestone signage, but
were not selling the Firestone brand, �  he said. �

 �.  � . . .  �We were quite c � . . .  �We were quite confident  � . . .  �We were quite confident that as long as we could supply the
FirestoneFirestone brand with better quality, better lFirestone brand with better quality, better looks Firestone brand with better quality, better looks and new product
launches,launches, we would havelaunches, we would have a lot of opportunity to sell morelaunches, we would have a lot of opportunity to sell more Firestone, �
ShibataShibata sShibata said.Shibata said.   �Instead of using our capital for Bridgestone-brand
awareness,awareness, weawareness, we chose to use that money (on) theawareness, we chose to use that money (on) the plant side, improving
the quality or increasing capacity. �  �

 � Soon � Soon after, the company formulated the marketing strategy that endures to
thisthis day, Lampethis day, Lampe said.   � I look back and say 1992this day, Lampe said.   � I look back and say 1992 was our turning point, �  he
said.said.  said.   � Wesaid.   � We said.   � We isaid.   � We introduced our multibrand strategy, our multichannel stratsaid.   � We introduced our multibrand strategy, our multichannel strategy--nosaid.   � We introduced our multibrand strategy, our multichannel strategy--not
onlyonly how we go to marketonly how we go to market with oonly how we go to market with our dealers and make them successful, but
how tohow to go to markethow to go to market with our mass merchandisers, our company stores and
the others as well. �  �   Ex. 57.

IV. CONCLUSION

BridgestoneBridgestone Corporation is a global corporation, withBridgestone Corporation is a global corporation, with significant U.S. contactsBridgestone Corporation is a global corporation, with significant U.S. contacts that evidence

controlcontrol over Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.control over Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.  By the overwhelmingcontrol over Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.  By the overwhelming weight of the evidence, Bridgestone

Corporation is subject to the jurisdiction of this Court.
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