SPECIAL CO-ADDS 
Proposers may now request special co-added data sets, made using the GALEX pipeline software.    Special co-adds should be proposed as part of Cycle 5, and will not be accepted outside of the proposal process.

Special co-adds will not be delivered before GALEX GR-5, currently estimated for spring 2009.   Special co-adds may be requested for any data that will be released in GR-5, although the maximum exposure time that can be guaranteed is that currently available in GR-4 (as listed in TOAST (link to TOAST) ).  Special co-adds will be treated the same way as new observations - they will be proprietary to the proposer for 6 months after the proposer is notified of their availability in MAST, and will become public after that.   Special co-adds will not become part of the regular GRs, but will continue to remain available as (publicly released) GI data at MAST.   New + archival coadds will become available to the GI's on the same schedule as the new observations.

Several combinations are possible:

1. Combine observations from more than one data set at the same location.  This could be new observations combined with archival, or two different archival data types (e.g., GI and MIS).

2. Combine observations at different pointing centers but covering common regions of the sky.  This could be where a GI observation partly overlaps a survey observation, with an object of interest in the common area.

3. For deep fields or other very long integrations, co-adds may be requested on a specific time-spacing - e.g. monthly, or weekly. 

Special co-adds should result in a significant increase in Signal-to-Noise ratio.   Requests will not be accepted for combinations where the new co-add exposure time is less 125% of the deepest input coadd.   [Thus, for example,   DIS 14000s + MIS 2000s  = coadd 16000s (less than 125% of 14000s) would not be allowed.  However, DIS 14000 s + GI4000s = coadd 18000s (more than125% of 14000s) would be acceptable.]

Special co-adds should be entered in the ARK proposal form, and should be justified in the "Feasibility" section of the Scientific Justification.   When combining new GI observations with archival data (GI or survey data), the new observations should be entered in the ARK proposal form, and the additional data sets  should be indicated in the individual observation "Comments"form.   When combining different archival data  types (MIS with NGS, for example), or combinations of more than one archival GI data set, the longer integration data should be entered as an archival target, and the shorter integration data should be indicated in the individual observation "Comment" form. 

All GALEX users are, of course, welcome to use public data and their own software to produce their own coadds.

