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Subpart 3410.7—Use of Metric 
System 

3410.701 Policy of the Department of 
Education with respect to use of 
the metric system. 

It is the policy of the Department of 
Education to encourage use of the met-
ric system in industry standards, con-
sistent with the legal status of this 
system as the preferred system of 
weights and measures for United 
States trade and commerce. 

3410.702 Definitions. 

Department means the United States 
Department of Education. 

Metric system (a) This term means the 
International System of Units estab-
lished by the General Conference of 
Weights and Measures in 1960. 

(b) The units are listed in Federal 
Standard 376A, ‘‘Preferred Metric Units 
for General Use by the Federal Govern-
ment.’’ 

3410.703 Responsibilities of the De-
partment of Education with respect 
to use of the metric system. 

(a) Consistent with the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation System, con-
tracting officers of the Department 
shall— 

(1) Accept, without prejudice, prod-
ucts and services dimensioned in met-
ric units if they are offered at competi-
tive prices and meet the needs of the 
Department; and 

(2) Ensure that acquisition planning 
considers these products and services. 

(b) Consistent with the policy in the 
Metric Conversion Act, as amended, 
and in 3410.701, if the metric system is 
the accepted system of weights and 
measures in a particular industry, the 
Department ensures that solicitations 
include specifications and purchase de-
scriptions stated in metric units of 
measurement. 

(c) If the metric system is not the ac-
cepted system of weights and measures 
in a particular industry, the Depart-
ment ensures that solicitations for pro-
curements in excess of the small pur-
chase threshold permit offerors to pro-
pose products or services in metric 
units of measurement, except when to 
do this would be detrimental to the 
purpose of the affected program. 
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