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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
February 4, 2003



                     Tammi Schone - (605) 624-7060 or









   
             (605) 352-1102

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES COMMUNITY FUNDING: 
City of Mission Will Receive New Police Car

Mission - Staff Members David Adrian, Rural Development Manager, and Tim Potts, Rural Development Director, both from Rapid City were on hand the 4th of February to present funding for a new police car from their Essential Community Facility Program.  $24,000 in grant funds will be provided to Mission from a special USDA initiative for rural counties.


USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “Our Essential Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program greatly impacts the quality of life in many rural communities.” He continued, “ We are especially pleased when our funding goes to towns like Mission for critically needed projects or purchases that help all residents.”  The grant funding was based on under-employment rates of greater than 19.5%; Todd County was estimated to have 30.9% under-employment.

In other discussions with city officials, USDA will be signing closing documents for $630,000 in Water and Environmental Program funding in support of the proposed expansion of the Antelope/Mission lagoon system and a lift station as Sinte Gleske University continues to grow and expand services.  Rural Development was pleased to be able to secure $472,500 in grant funds and $157,500 in long-term loan funds at 4.5 percent interest over 40 years.

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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