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May 21, 2004  

Visit the Gila National Forest and Be Safe – Silver City, New Mexico

With the onset of fire season in the southwest, several National Forests in New Mexico and Arizona are already considering implementing campfire and smoking restrictions. The Tonto National Forest in Arizona has had to move one step further and place an Area Closure in areas around Pine and Strawberry and the Pinal Mountains. Several factors are generally assessed prior to moving into restrictions. Two of those include fuel conditions in the local area and predicted weather forecasts. The availability of firefighting resources is also considered. The increase in person-caused fires can be one of the most weighted items that may lead to the forest having to impose campfire and smoking restrictions.  

While the Gila National Forest has been experiencing an increase in the number abandoned campfires over the past four weekends, it is felt that restrictions are not necessary at this time. “The conditions do not yet warrant restrictions on campfires, open fires and smoking,” commented Paul Boucher, Fire Staff Officer, “however, that doesn’t mean that fires won’t start if people are careless. Afternoon winds are very capable of sending small embers from an open fire or campfire into a grassy area. That’s the formula for an escaped fire.”

Some tips for building safe campfires include:

· Clear campfire site down to bare soil

· Circle the pit with rocks or use an existing fire ring

· Build campfires away form overhanging branches, steep slopes, dry grass, and leaves

· Keep a bucket of water and a shovel nearby

· Never leave a campfire unattended

· Always have an adult around to supervise outdoor cooking

· Be careful with gas lanterns, barbecues, gas stoves, and anything that can be a source of ignition for a wildfire

· After the campfire has been extinguished, return the area to a natural setting by scattering the rocks that were used to build the campfire ring

To obtain more information about fire restrictions in Arizona and New Mexico, please visit the website:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/swainfo/firerestrictions/swa_restrictions_closures
or call 1-877-864-6985.

For more information about current fire activity on the Gila National Forest, contact Fire Information Officer, Loretta Benavidez at 388-8245 or visit the website at www.fs.fed.us/r3/gila.
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