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Since the proof of Cook’s Theorem in 1971, the theoretical computer science com-
munity has studied the question of whether P = NP . The existence of a polynomial
time algorithm for problems inNP would revolutionize computer science. Many have
tried to show P = NP but none have succeeded. Researchers have been frustrated by
false leads, errata and outright lies. Presented in this special issue is a tour-de-force of
one of the most famous problems facing modern science.
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