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H o a r f r o s t  i s  d e f i n e d  i n  some schoolbooks as f rozen  dew. Sometimes it a c t u a l l y  

does c o n s i s t  o f  congealed dewdrops, b u t  as a r u l e  it i s  produced by t h e  d i r e c t  

condensat ion i n  s o l i d  form of the  gasoous moisture  i n  t h e  atmosphQre. The i c e  

c r y s t a l s  of  which i t  i s  composed assume a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of shapes,  hundreds of 

which have been drawn and photographed wi th  the  a i d  of t h e  microscope. 

H o a r f r o s t  occurs  n o t  o n l y  on outdoor  o b j e c t s ,  a f t e r  a c l e a r  f r o s t y  n i g h t ,  b u t  

a l s o  indoors  on window-panes, r e f r i g e r a t i n g  p i p e s  and o t h e r  c o l d  surface86 

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  f rost  f i g u r e s  seen on windov!-panes, however, are due t o  h o a r f r o s t .  

Not a l l  

Many, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o n g  f e a t h e r y  o r  f e r n - l i k e  forms, r e s u l t  from t h e  f r e e z i n g  of a 

t h i n  film o f  water  on t h e  pane, and have sometimes been d i s t i n g u i s h e d  as "window-icetl, 

Some of  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  d e p o s i t s  of  t r u e  h o a r f r o s t  a r e  found on t h e  s u r f a c e  

i c e  of l a k e s ,  s t reams and glaciers. '  They a r e  known as " i c e  flowers". 

Hoarf ros t  should n o t  %e confused with t h e  rough o r  €ea thery  c o a t i n g  of i c e  

d e p o s i t e d  on t e r r e s t r i a l  o b j e c t s  i n  c o l d  weather by d r i f t i n g  fog. Th i s  i s  now 

termed "rime" by meteoro logis t s .  
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