Weaving
Basic Tools

· The first step is to make a loom.  We cut dowel rods and fasten them together in a 12”x14” rectangle.  The size isn’t critical, but it needs to be sturdy.  We use wood glue and string to strengthen the corners.  If you have power tools, you can cut out a bit of one dowel to make the corners a little neater.
· You will also need a weaving tool.  We use craft sticks with small holes drilled in them to thread the yarn through.
· Acrylic yarn works well, is inexpensive, and comes in lots of bright colors.

Getting Started
1. Find the end of a skein of yarn and tie in it a double knot on the top dowel rod.  The knot needs to be near a corner, but not actually tied across it.
2. Wrap the yarn around the loom from top to bottom 12 – 15 times.  Knot the yarn on the dowel rod (see #1) and cut.

3. Find the end of a skein of yarn – we recommend a different color when learning.  Pull off 2 “stretches” – the distance from fingertip to fingertip when arms are extended.  Don’t pull off more, since the yarn will just tangle.

4. Thread the yarn through the hole in the craft stick, leave about a 6” tail, and tie a loose half knot.  Tie the other end in a double knot on a side dowel rod (see #1).

5. As you look at the prepared loom, you will notice that there are threads on the “front” and “back” of the loom.  It is important to catch all the yarns in order to make the cloth.

6. The easiest weaving method is over one/under one, but as you get more practice, there are an unlimited number of patterns.  Check the library for books on weaving.

7. This is probably the most important step!!!  When you have gone all the way across the loom, bring the yarn around the stick, and continue back across opposite of what you just did.  Instead of going over, under, over, under, etc. you will now go under, over, under, over, etc.  Continue to the end of the yarn.

8. Once the end of the yarn has been reached, you have 2 choices – either tie the end onto a side dowel rod, or tie another piece of yarn on, and continue weaving.

9. As you progress, the loom will begin to fill up.  Use your fingers to press the horizontal threads together.  There is your cloth!

10. When the loom is full, you have 2 choices.  We recommend leaving the cloth on the loom.  However, you can remove it by cutting the strings one at a time and tying the ends in a double knot, which makes a fringe.  Do not cut all the threads at once!
