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Federally Listed, Proposed, and Candidate Species with Potential to Occur in the 
Strawberry Canyon Vicinity
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Scientific Name Common Name 
Federal 
Status Preferred Habitat Likelihood of Occurrence 

Amphibians     
Ambystoma californiense California tiger 

salamander 
T Annual grasslands and grassy understory of 

valley-foothill hardwood habitats, need 
underground refuges, need vernal pools, 
stock ponds, or other seasonal water sources 
for breeding. The species persists in disjunct 
remnant vernal pool complexes in Sonoma 
and Santa Barbara counties, in vernal pool 
complexes and isolated ponds scattered 
mainly along narrow strips of rangeland on 
each side of the Central Valley from 
southern Colusa County south to northern 
Kern County, and in sag ponds and human-
maintained stock ponds in the coast ranges 
from Suisun Bay south to the Temblor 
Range. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide suitable breeding or 
aestivation habitat for this species. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 6.9 miles south and is located 
in Alameda. 

Rana aurora draytonii California red-legged 
frog 

T Dense, shrubby riparian vegetation 
associated with deep (> 0.7 meter), still or 
slow-moving water. Lowlands and foothills 
in or near permanent sources of deep water 
with dense, shrubby, or emergency riparian 
vegetation. Requires 11-20 weeks of 
permanent water for larval development, 
must have access to aestivation habitat. 

Potential to occur. Ephemeral drainages in 
project area could provide suitable habitat. 
The closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 3.1 miles southeast and is 
located at Thornhill Pond, near Berkeley. 

Reptiles     
Masticophis lateralis 
euryxantus 

Alameda whipsnake T Rock outcrops in association with chaparral 
and coastal sage scrub. Inhabits south-facing 
slopes and ravines where shrubs form a 
vegetative mosaic with oak trees and 
grasses. Restricted to valley-foothill 
hardwood habitat of the coast ranges 
between the Monterey vicinity and north of 
San Francisco Bay. 

Potential to occur. The closest known 
records of the Alameda whipsnake to the 
project area include captures of 6 Alameda 
whipsnakes in Claremont Canyon (which is 
located 1 mile southeast of the project area). 
These individuals were captured between 
2002 and 2004 as part of an East Bay 
Regional Park District monitoring program 
(Klatt 2006). 
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Scientific Name Common Name 
Federal 
Status Preferred Habitat Likelihood of Occurrence 

Birds     
Charadrius alexandrinus 
nivosus 

Western snowy plover T Habitats used by nesting and nonnesting 
birds include sandy coastal beaches, salt 
pans, coastal dredged spoils sites, dry salt 
ponds, salt pond levees, and gravel bars. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide sandy coastal beaches, salt 
pans, etc. The closest occurrence to the 
project area is approximately 9 miles south 
and is located at bay farmland, San 
Francisco Bay adjacent to Oakland. 

Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Bald eagle T Winters throughout most of California at 
lakes, reservoirs, river systems, and some 
rangelands and coastal wetlands on 
protected cliffs and ledges. Also nests on 
bridges and buildings in urban areas. Nests 
are normally built in the upper canopy of 
large trees, usually conifers. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide any lakes, reservoirs, large 
river systems, and/or cliffs and ledges. 

Pelecanus occidentalis 
californicus 

California brown pelican E Found in estuarine, marine subtidal, and 
marine pelagic waters along the California 
coast. In Northern California, fairly common 
to uncommon June to November. Usually 
rests on water or inaccessible rocks (either 
offshore or on mainland), but also uses 
mudflats, sandy beaches, wharfs, and jetties. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
is not located near estuarine, marine 
subtidal, and pelagic waters. 

Rallus longirostris 
obsoletus 

California clapper rail E Tidal salt marshes near tidal sloughs; 
perennial inhabitant of tidal salt marshes of 
the greater San Francisco Bay. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide tidal salt marshes. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 3.9 miles west and is located 
at Richmond inner harbor, between the 
University of California engineering field 
station and the breakwater, Richmond. 

Sterna antillarum browni California least tern E Nests on beaches and estuaries near waters 
that produce small fish. Prefers open areas 
where visibility is good. Substrate choice is 
generally sand or fine gravel and can be 
mixed with shell fragments. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide beaches and estuaries. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 7.7 miles southwest and is 
located at Alameda County Air Station, 
southwest of Oakland. 



Federally Listed, Proposed, and Candidate Species with Potential to Occur in the Strawberry Canyon Vicinity 

     A-3 

Scientific Name Common Name 
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Mammals     
Reithrodontomys 
raviventris 

Salt marsh harvest mouse E Pickleweed is the primary habitat. Inhabits 
only saline emergent wetlands of San 
Francisco Bay and its tributaries. Requires 
higher areas for flood escape. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide pickleweed habitat. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 4.0 miles southwest and is 
located at Emeryville Crescent Marsh, 
adjacent to a storm drain and Bay Bridge 
approach. 

Invertebrates     

Branchinecta lynchi Vernal pool fairy shrimp T Vernal pools; small swales, earth slumps, or 
basalt-flow depression basins with grassy or 
occasionally muddy bottom, in unplowed 
grassland.  

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide any vernal pools or 
seasonal swales appropriate for this species. 

Euphydryas editha 
bayensis 

Bay checkerspot 
butterfly 

T Found in serpentine grasslands around San 
Francisco Bay. The host plant is dwarf 
plantain (Plantago erecta); also uses owl’s-
clover (Castilleja spp.). 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide serpentine grasslands. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 4.4 miles southeast and is 
located at Joaquin Miller Park northeast of 
Oakland. 

Speyeria callippe 
callippe 

Callippe silverspot 
butterfly 

E Historically this butterfly-inhabited 
grasslands ranges over much of the northern 
San Francisco Bay region. On the San 
Francisco peninsula, this butterfly is now 
only known from San Bruno Mountain 
(approximately 10 miles south of San 
Francisco). In the East Bay, it was known 
from Richmond in the north to the Castro 
Valley in Alameda County. The only 
remaining population of this butterfly in 
Alameda County occurs in an undisclosed 
city park. The host plant is violet (Viola 
pedunculata). 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide grasslands suitable for this 
butterfly species. No California Natural 
Diversity Database records exist of this 
species in the project vicinity. 
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Fish     

Acipenser medirostris Green sturgeon P A demersal (bottom-dwelling) species, 
mostly seen from inshore waters to 60 
meters (197 feet). Spawns in the mainstem 
of large river systems in relatively fast water 
flows and probably in depths greater than 3 
meters. Preferred spawning substrate is large 
cobble, but can range from clean sand to 
bedrock. The only recently documented 
green sturgeon spawning locations are in the 
Klamath, Sacramento, and Rogue rivers 
along the west coast of North America.  
However, green sturgeon are known to 
range in nearshore marine waters from 
Mexico to the Bering Sea and are commonly 
observed in bays and estuaries along the 
coast with particularly large concentrations 
entering the Columbia River estuary, 
Willapa Bay, and Grays Harbor during the 
late summer. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Eucyclogobius newberryi Tidewater goby E Tidewater gobies are uniquely adapted to 
coastal lagoons and the uppermost brackish 
zone of larger estuaries, rarely invading 
marine or freshwater habitats. The species is 
typically found in water less than 1 meter 
(3.3 feet) deep and salinities of less than 
12 parts per thousand.  

No potential because the project area is not 
located near any coastal lagoons, nor does it 
have any aquatic habitat. The closest 
occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 3.94 miles west and is located 
at Berkeley Aquatic Park, west edge of 
Berkeley adjacent to San Francisco Bay. 



Federally Listed, Proposed, and Candidate Species with Potential to Occur in the Strawberry Canyon Vicinity 

     A-5 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Federal 
Status Preferred Habitat Likelihood of Occurrence 

Hypomesus 
transpacificus 

Delta smelt T Found only in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Estuary, from the Suisun Bay upstream 
through the Delta in Contra Costa, 
Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, and Yolo 
counties. Euryhaline species, but for a large 
part of its life span, is associated with the 
freshwater edge of the mixing zone 
(saltwater-freshwater interface). Spawning 
habitats are side channels and sloughs in the 
middle reaches of the Delta. Spawns in 
shallow freshwater from December through 
July. Pelagic feeder. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Oncorhynchus kisutch Central California coast 
Coho salmon 

E Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Oncorhynchus mykiss  Central California coastal 
steelhead 

T Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Oncorhynchus mykiss  Central Valley steelhead T Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Central Valley fall/late 
fall-run Chinook salmon 

C Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha  

Central Valley spring-run 
Chinook salmon 

T Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 
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Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Sacramento River 
winter-run Chinook 
salmon 

E Pacific Ocean, spawns in coastal streams 
and rivers, over gravel beds. Pool depth, 
volume, amount of cover, and proximity to 
gravel for spawning play key roles. 

No potential because the project area is not 
located near the ocean, nor does it have any 
aquatic habitat. 

Plants     
Arctostaphylos pallida Pallid manzanita T Found in chaparral. Found only in the 

northern Diablo Range of California. Range 
into several distinct units: Contra Costa 
Hills, Mt. Diablo, Mt. Hamilton Range, 
Panoche Hills, San Carlos Range, and 
Estrella Hills. Prefers to grow in limited 
locations of the East Bay Hills on north- and 
east-facing slopes where bare, siliceous, 
mesic soils with low fertility exist. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
is located within species known range and 
does not provide suitable habitat for this 
species. The closest occurrence to the 
project area is approximately 0.5 mile north 
and is located on Dark Hill and Shasta 
roads, northeastern corner of Tilden 
Regional Park. 

Chorizanthe robusta var. 
robusta 

Robust spineflower E Cismontane woodland, coastal dunes, 
coastal scrub. Sandy terraces and bluffs or in 
loose sand; elevation from 3–120 meters. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide suitable habitat for this 
species. The closest occurrence to the 
project area is approximately 6.9 miles south 
and is located in Alameda. 

Clarkia franciscana Presidio clarkia E Restricted to grassland communities on 
serpentine soils in San Francisco and 
Alameda counties. Two populations are 
known from San Francisco Presidio. Three 
are known from the Oakland Hills in 
Alameda County, all from within 0.5 mile of 
each other. Total plant numbers fluctuate 
greatly; the upper limit reported in recent 
years is approximately 8,000 plants. 
Serpentine soils are formed from weathered 
volcanic (ultramafic) rocks such as 
serpentinite. dunite, and peridotite. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide grassland communities. 
The closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 6 miles southeast and is 
located at Redwood Regional Park, below 
East Bay Regional Park headquarters, 
northeast of Skyline Blvd. 
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Holocarpha macradenia Santa Cruz tarplant T Grasslands and prairies found on coastal 
terraces below 100 meters (330 feet) in 
elevation, from Monterey County north to 
Marin County. In the Santa Cruz area, the 
gently sloping terrace platforms are 
separated by steep-sided ‘‘gulches,’’ 
whereas in the Watsonville area (Monterey 
County) and on the eastern side of San 
Francisco Bay, the terraces are more 
extensively dissected, and Holocarpha 
macradenia populations occur on alluvium 
derived from the terrace deposits (Palmer 
1986). 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide grasslands and prairies.  
The closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 2.7 miles north and is located 
in lower Sather Canyon, between San Pablo  
and Briones reservoirs 2.7 miles due north 
of Vollmer Peak. 

Lasthenia conjugens Contra Costa goldfields E Valley and foothill grassland, vernal pools, 
cismontane woodland. Extirpated from most 
of its range. Found in vernal pools, swales, 
and low depressions in open grassy areas; 
elevation from 1–455 meters. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide suitable habitat for this 
species. The closest occurrence to the 
project area is approximately 17.1 miles 
south and is located at about 0.25 mile north 
of western end of Depot Road; adjacent to 
(just east of ) the American Salt Company, 
along shore of San Francisco Bay. 
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Layia carnosa Beach layia E The species is restricted to openings in 
coastal sand dunes ranging in elevation from 
0-30 meters (0-100 feet), where it colonizes 
sparsely vegetated, partially stabilized dunes 
or relatively bare blowouts in secondary 
succession. In Northern California, it occurs 
in the northern fore dune community; in 
Monterey County, the species occurs in the 
central fore dune community described as 
the sand-verbena. It generally occupies 
sparsely vegetated open areas on semi-
stabilized dunes. The fore dune community 
experiences some drifting sand and has low-
growing herbaceous and perennial native 
species. The species also occurs in open 
areas, such as along trails and roads. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide suitable habitat for this 
species. The closest occurrence to the 
project area is approximately 9.0 miles 
southwest and is located at San Francisco 
Sand Dunes, San Francisco. 

Suaeda californica California seablite E Marshes and swamps. Margins of coastal 
salt marshes; elevation from 0–5 meters. 

Not likely to occur because the project area 
does not provide marshes and swamps. The 
closest occurrence to the project area is 
approximately 3.3 miles west and is located 
near Fleming along Southern Pacific 
Railroad. 

Federal Endangered Species Act 
 E - Endangered 
 T- Threatened 
 C- Candidate for listing status 
 P- Proposed for listing status 
Source: USFWS species list and California Natural Diversity Database search for five quadrangles surrounding the project area 
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Marcia Rentschler 
Manager, Hazard Mitigation Program 
California Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services 
3650 Schriever Avenue 
Mather, CA 95655 
 
Dennis Castrillo 
Environmental Officer 
California Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services 
3650 Schriever Avenue 
Mather, CA 95655 
 
Tom Klatt 
Manager, Office of Emergency 
Preparedness 
University of California at Berkeley 
Room 1, Sproul Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1199 
 
Directors 
Hills Conservation Network 
1305 Alvarado Road 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
 
Martin Holden 
President, The Claremont Canyon 
Conservancy 
P.O. Box 5551 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
 
Mr. David Kessler 
President, North Hills Phoenix Association 
116 Vincente Road 
Berkeley, CA 94705-1606 
 
Mr. Jerry Kent 
3359 No. Lucille Lane 
Lafayette, CA 94510 
 
 
 
 

Councilmember Jane Brunner 
Oakland City Council District 1 
1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 2nd floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Fire Chief Dan Farrell 
Oakland Fire Department 
150 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 3rd floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Councilmember Jean Quan 
Oakland City Council District 4 
1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 2nd floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Fire Commissioner Gordon Piper 
33 Hiller Drive 
Oakland, CA 94618 
 
Councilmember Gordon Wozniak 
Berkeley City Council District 8 
2180 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Councilmember Betty Olds 
Berkeley City Council District 6 
2180 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Berkeley Fire and Disaster Commission 
President 
2180 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Cheryl Miller 
Amphion Environmental 
1404 Franklin, Ste. 300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
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