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ADVANCE \R 36.0
February 5, 2003

PLANNING COORDINATION COMMITTEE

OPERATING COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL STUDIES SUBCOMMITTEE


Subject:  Path 15 Accepted Rating

By letter dated December 17, 2002, Mr. Ben Morris of Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) transmitted the “Path 15 Upgrade Project Phase 2 Review Group Rating Report”, by Mr. Jon Eric Thalman, in accordance with the WECC Procedures for Regional Planning Project Review and Rating Transmission Facilities.  Path 15 connects the central and southern portions of the PG&E system south of Los Banos Substation.

The letter stated the intent of the project participants, PG&E, Western Area Power Administration, and Trans-Elect, Inc., to establish an Accepted Rating of 5400 MW south-to-north.  Path 15 now has an Existing Rating of 3900 MW.  The Path 15 Upgrade Project includes the following elements:

· Installation of an uncompensated, single circuit 500 kV transmission line between Los Banos and Gates Substations 

· 
Conversion of the Gates Substation 500 kV bus from a ring bus arrangement to a ‘breaker-and-a-half’ arrangement 

· Installation of 225 MVAR of 230 kV shunt capacitors at both Gates and 

Los Banos Substations 

· Reinforcements of sections of the 230 kV and 115 kV lines north of Midway 

· RAS adjustments 

The Phase 2 Rating Report assessed the performance of the system with Path 15 flows in the south-to-north direction.  The 30-day review and comment period expired on January 17, 2003, and there are no unresolved comments or concerns with the Rating Report.

Therefore, in accordance with the Procedures for Regional Planning Project Review and Rating Transmission Facilities, Path 15 has achieved Phase 3 status and an Accepted Rating of 5400 MW south-to-north, contingent upon completion of the upgrades assumed in the Rating Report.

Path 15 rating studies in the north-to-south direction were granted a Phase 2 status by the TSS Chair on November 5, 2002.

Sincerely,

James L. Filippi

James L. Filippi
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JAMES L. FILIPPI


CHAIR
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