Subject: NIMS Annual Reporting live

From: Amy Painter <Amy.Painter@noaa.gov>

Date: Thu, 20 Sep 2007 10:38:57 -0400

To: _OAR Sea Grant Directors <oar.sg.dir@noaa.gov>

CC: _OAR Sea Grant Research Coordinators <sg.research.coordinators@noaa.gov>, _OAR Sea Grant Fiscal Officers <oar.sg.fo@noaa.gov>, _OAR Sea Grant Technical Staff <oar.sg.ts@noaa.gov>

Dear Members of the Sea Grant Network, 
This message is to inform you that the National Information Management System (NIMS) is now available for your use. Those of you who are submitting your Annual  Reports through this system will want to use the link below and go to "Sign In" (top navigation) in order to register in the system.  The NSGO will then approve you as a user, send you a formal e-mail verification, and you can get started.  *Please appoint no more than TWO USERS per Sea Grant Program. *(More can be added later, but for now, we need to keep the number of users fairly small.) 

Please keep in mind that this is a project (sub-award) tracking system.  Your basic project information is in the system. So, for the purposes of Annual Reporting, you will update project-by-project info. as per the Annual Reporting Guidance, before entering program-wide Metrics information. *Also, you do _not_ need to use the Generate Reports function (disabled at present) for your Annual Report. Once you enter into the system, you are done.* This information is laid out in our instructions, which are attached. The instructions are also available in the NIMS system (as a link on the Annual Reporting page and under the Help menu). Lastly, the system is a work in progress.  We will continue to develop and enhance NIMS over the coming weeks and months. You are welcome to provide feedback through oar.nims.suggestions@noaa.gov. Details for NIMS log in and use are as follows: 
*NIMS Access* 
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/NIMS/NimsHome/default.aspx 
*Annual Reporting Guidance* 
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/GreenBook/annual_report_guidance_final_031907_final.doc 
*Frequently Asked Questions about Annual Reporting in NIMS:* http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo/nimsfaqs.html 
*For Questions not addressed by the attached Instructions or FAQs, 
Contact:  *Amy Painter (amy.painter@noaa.gov) for non-technical questions; or, Roopesh Das (roopesh.das@noaa.gov) for technical questions. 
Best, 
Amy
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