BACKGROUNDER: Intelligence Leaks

“The president does have very deep concerns about anything that would be inappropriately leaked that could in any way endanger America's ability to gather intelligence information, and even that could harm our ability to maintain sources and methods and anything that could interfere with America's ability to fight the war on terrorism.”

- White House spokesman Ari Fleischer, 6/21/02
 “I have nothing but contempt and anger for those who betray the trust by exposing the names of our sources. They are, in my view, the most insidious of traitors.”

- President George H.W. Bush, 4/26/99
“Leaks put people's lives at risk. And I think that the people in any branch of government have an obligation to manage their mouths in a way that does not put people's lives at risk. Folks that leak and put people's lives at risk ought to be in jail.”
- Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 2/13/03
“The Congress has carefully drafted this bill so that it focuses only on those who would transgress the bounds of decency; not those who would exercise their legitimate right of dissent. This carefully drawn act recognizes that the revelation of the names of secret agents adds nothing to legitimate public debate over intelligence policy.”

- President Ronald Reagan, 6/23/82, upon signing legislation criminalizing the exposing of undercover intelligence  gents
“Leaks of classified information do substantial damage to the security interests of the nation.” 

- Attorney General John Ashcroft, 12/11/01, upon creating a task force to investigate government leaks

“President George W. Bush has no plans to ask his staff members whether they played a role in revealing the name of an undercover CIA officer.”

- Washington Post, 9/29/03
