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of the report.

From November 15, 1999 v March 1, 2000, the Narional Park Service (NPS) i seeking public comment on a draft
special resonerce study report on culneral and neetural resources in the Champlain Valley and the potentdial role of the NPS
in furthering the preservation, intetpretation, and promotion of these resources. Your comments on the draft report
and, in particular, on the heritage preservation options that could be pursued are important. This fact sheet
provides a brief summary of the draft repore and contace soerces for obtainimg further informarion and a complate copy

BACKGROUND

The culvural landscapes and historic sites

alomg the waterways and adjscent lands of

Lake Champlain, Lake CGeorge, the upper
Hudson River, and the Richelien River are
testimony toa teh and diverse history, For
more than 10,000 years, Lake Champlain
and itz comnecting warerways have been
central mo the lives of the Abkenaki and
[roquais Mations. The region played a crirical
role In the formation of the United States

and Canada, and reflects the mfluence of

early Fremch and English explorarion and
sertlemeni.

Because of irs stratemic location, the region

witnessed more tham owo centuries of

military acoions inclsding rhe Seven Years
{or Fremch and  Indian) “War, che
Fevolutionary War, the War of 1312, and
territorial srruggles of Marive Americans.
The conflicts lefr behind a physical record
i the grear fortificarions and eamhworks —
most notably ar Forr Ticonderoga, Crown
Poine and Mount Independence—and in
the exceptional collection of historic ship-
wrecks found i the cold warers of Lake
Champlain and Lake George.

Afrer 1815, conflict subsided in the region.
With am influx of seetlers and the construction
of the Champlain Canal and the Chambly
Canal, industry, commerce, and farming
expanded. Tourism originared early and has
grown into one of the region’s primary
ecomomic scrivines,

In recognirion of chis imporrane history,
Seraror |James Jeffords of Wermone requested
that the National Park Service assess the
suitability and feasibility of the U
Congress esmablishing a narional herirage
corridor in the Champlain Yalley. A team
of planmers from: WP worked inconsulrarion
wirh local civizens, govemment representatives,
scholars, resource specialists, and consulranes
to evaluare whether the preservarion and
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interprerarion of rthe resources of the
Chamglain Valley meric additional Marional
Park Service involvement. The Special
Besource Seudy used Marional Park Service

guidelines and criteria ro consider wherber
a national hericage corridor or some other
option would besr serve the meeds of the
Champlain Yalley.



