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Nikos Kyrpides Ph.D.
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NCKyrpides@lbl.gov

Nikos Kyrpides received his Ph.D. in Molecular Biology from the Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, Crete, Greece, in 1996. His work involved transcriptional regulation and signal transduction of cytokines in human cells. 

Nikos joined JGI in 2004 to lead its Genome Biology Program.   His group is primarily responsible for the analysis of microbial genomes as well as the development of novel methods and approaches for comparative analysis, including large-scale function prediction and the design of cellular and metabolic pathway collections.
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Hector Garcia Ph.D.

HGMartin@lbl.gov

Hector Garcia Martin was born in Bilbao, in the Basque region of Spain.  He studied physics and specialized in solid state physics at the University of the Basque Country.  His doctoral studies were performed at the University of Illinois, working in scaling laws in ecology, microbiological data analysis and vortex lattices in Bose-Einstein condensates.  His interest in biocomplexity and in using theoretical physics methods in biology led to his current work at JGI under Phil Hugenholtz.

[image: image3.png]


Damon Tighe

DJTighe@lbl.gov

Damon grew up in Valley Springs, a small town of only 500 people in Calaveras County, California. He graduated from St. Mary’s College in Moraga in 2001 with degrees in Biology and Chemistry.  After graduating, Damon taught high school for a year in Portland, Oregon before coming to work at the JGI. Damon has always shown a strong interest in the graphic arts which has lead him to study film-making in Montana and has become our local Flash animation expert. He is currently responsible for the Quality Control of the reagents and processes on the production line.
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Alla Lapidus Ph. D.
ALapidus@lbl.gov

Alla Lapidus received her master degree in physics from Moscow Engineering Physics State University and Ph.D in Molecualr Biology from Institute of Genetics of Industrial Microorganisms, Moscow, Russia. Before joining the JGI she was involved in The European Bacillus subtilis Sequencing Project (Paris, France) and Rhodobacter capsulatus project (Chicago, USA); served as a Director of Sequencing Center at Integrated Genomics, Inc., Chicago, IL. 

Alla is the author of 40 peer-reviewed publications and 7 patents. 

Alla Joint JGI in 2003 to lead Microbial Genomics Group. Her responsibilities at JGI also included coordination of DOE Microbial Genome Program (2001-2004 projects) and were modified to coordinate Microbial finishing efforts. Her group is primarily responsible for Microbial genome assembly and finishing as well as development of new computer and lab approaches required to make this complicated step more efficient.
Natalia Ivanova Ph.D. 

NNIvanova@lbl.gov
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Natalia Ivanova received her Ph.D. in Biophysics from Institute of Cell Biophysics, Russia. 

She worked in the Laboratory of physico-chemical mechanisms of genome functioning (Institute of Cell Biophysics, Pushchino, Russia) and with Dr. E.Selkov on the EMP project. Her research experience includes biochemical and biophysical methods for study of physical properties of DNA and proteins, development and use of metabolic databases. She is an expert in carbohydrate metabolism.

Natalia joined Integrated Genomics Inc. on 1996 to lead the Metabolic Reconstruction group, coordinate development of the metabolic reconstruction maps, and participate in comparative analysis of genomes and gene prediction projects. 

Natalia joined JGI in 2004 to lead the analysis of microbial genomes and microbial communities.

Microbial Genomics Workshop 

Speaker Biographies 

(Day 2: April 25)
[image: image6.jpg]


Konstantinos Mavrommatis

KMavrommatis@lbl.gov
Kostas comes from Athens, Greece where he studied biology at the University of Athens, Greece.  He  received his Masters in Biotechnology and his Ph.D in Molecular Biology and Biomedicine from University of Crete, Greece.  There, he acquired expertise in biochemical and computational study of proteins and protein structures focused on molecular adaptation at extreme temperatures.   Kostas joined the JGI in 2004 as a PostDoctoral Fellow and participates in comparative genomic analysis projects.
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Thanasios Lykidis Ph.D.  

ALykidis@lbl.gov

Athanasios (Thanos) Lykidis holds a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, Greece, and he specializes in lipid metabolism. He did his postdoctoral studies at the St. Jude Children’s Hospital in Memphis, TN, working on phospholipd metabolism. He then joined Integrated Genomics Inc. where he was responsible for the curation of Lipid metabolism. Thanos joined the Genome Biology program at the JGI in 2004, to lead the function prediction and metabolic reconstruction group. He is also leading the JGI’s gene QA pipeline. The main focus of his research interests is on recognizing the genes participating in lipid metabolic pathways and on reconstructing the lipid metabolism of organisms, based on their genome sequence. 
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Igor Bogorad
IWBogorad@lbl.gov

Igor was born in Moscow, Russia in August 1998 and moved to America when he was two. He is fluent in Russian.  Igor is currently a senior at San Ramon Valley High School.  His first exposure to the JGI was during a high school field trip with Mrs. Groch’s AP Biology class.  He was very fascinated by Dr. Kyrpides speech on proteomics. He talked to Dr. Kyrpides about his interest in biochemistry and genomics and said he was curious if he had any summer internships available. Dr. Kyrpedes hadn’t planned on accepting a high school student but made an exception and hired Igor for the summer of 2005. Igor continues his work at JGI in his spare time.  His job entails editing and annotating sequenced microbial genomes so that IMG's data is more accurate.
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Pilar Francino, PhD

MPFrancino@lbl.gov 

Pilar studied Biology at the National University of Mexico. She earned her PhD at the University of Rochester, NY, in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.  Pilar worked as a postdoc in Bacterial Genetics at the University of Paris.In 2002, Pilar came to the JGI where she works with the Evolutionary Genomics Program as a Research Scientist . Her main interests are in bacterial genome evolution, including the evolution of genome size and base composition, as well as the evolution of new genes and their regulatory regions. She also lead a metagenomic project to study the microbiota of the human gut. 
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Falk Warnecke, PhD

FWarnecke@lbl.gov 

Falk studied Biology in Goettingen, Germany where he finished with his diploma.  He spent 1 year at Waikato University, New Zealand where he worked on a project dealing with microbial ecology of contaminants in milk powder processing plants.  Falk finished with a Masters in Philosophy at Waikato.  Falk earned his PhD at Max Planck Institute of Marine Microbiology in Bremen, Germany.  His project dealt with microbial ecology of freshwater plankton.  In March of 2005, Falk started his postdoc in the Microbial Ecology Program at JGI.  His project deals with the metagenome of termite hindgut microbial community.
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Phil Hugenholtz, PhD

PHugenholtz@lbl.gov
Phil Hugenholtz received his Ph.D. in Microbiology from the University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, in 1994. His thesis work involved characterizing the microbial communities growing on cooling coils in air handling systems.

He then pursued postdoctoral work in the Department of Biology at Indiana University and later in the Department of Plant and Microbial Biology at the University of California, Berkeley. In the Pace lab, he characterized the bacterial community of Obsidian Pool, a hot spring in Yellowstone Park, using culture-independent methods.

In 1998 he returned to the Department of Microbiology at the University of Queensland to study the microbial ecology of activated sludges.   In 2001, he joined the Computational Biology and Bioinformatics group in the Mathematics Department at UQ and learned to interact with mathematicians and programmers.

In 2002 he ventured back to the U.S., where he was able to apply genomic methods to microbial ecosystems in the group of Jill Banfield at UC Berkeley. first metagenomic study of a simple acid mine drainage biofilm community. From here, he joined the JGI in May 2004 to lead the Microbial Ecology program. His group is developing methods for analyzing metagenomic datasets and applying them to a number of interesting communities, including enhanced biological phosphorus-removing sludges and soil and, in the near future, microbial mats and termite hindguts.
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