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Snake River Wild & Scenic River Report
Eligibility, Classification, & Suitability

I, Introduction

Az part of the planning process for the Snake River Birds of Prey Maticnal Conservalion Area
{HCA) Resource Management Plan (REAP), a BLM interdisciplinary (D) beam completed a Wild
and Scenic Rivers (WSR) study under Section S(di 1) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
(WSRA), This sfudy reviews BLM-administered public land along the 62 miles of the Snake
River, evaluales and makes delerminations regarding eligibility, makes preliminany
classifications to those river sagmends found eligible. and makes suilability recommendalions
for all ebgitle segments.

This repart is the official record of 1he eligibility and suilabilty determinations made by the 1D
Team. This reporl: 1] discusses the definition of fee-flowing and whether or not the Snake
River fits that definition; 2) descrbes the cileria far evaluating outstandingly remarkabie
values; 3) describes and assesses resource values, and delermines if specilic resource values
are oulsiandingly remarkable; 4) delermines preliminary classification far all eligible mer
segmenls, and 5) determings suilability recommendations for all eligible river segments

Eurpoze

The W5R Acl, passed by Congress in Oclober 1968, instiuted a legislative program 1o study
and profect free-llowing river segments by making them part of the Nabional Wild and Scenic
Rivers System (NWSRS), Congress did not inténd fo probedt every remaining free-flowing
mvef, bad rather sought to consarve a represantative sampbe of many of our mos mporant
natural and recreational rivers.

Directives in BLM Manual 8351 and “The WWid and Scenic River Study Process” technical
report prepared for the Inleragency Wid and Scenic Rivers Coordinating Councll, 1999, were
followed for Integrating a wikd and scenic river study within the resource management planang

process

aludy Boundane

The study area boundary includes B2 miles of the Snake River from the upsiream HCA
boundary a1 ataud river mile 527 downsiream fo the western NCA boundary at appeoximataly
rver mile 245 (Figure 1}, Only those river segments that met the inial free lowing critena
were further evaluated for cutstandingly remarkable values in this report.

WAl & Bowiride Rt Hirpae — Soale Hiver 1 ""

Appendix 14. Snake River Wild and Scenic River Report # A-83



Snake River Birds of Prey NCA
Appendices Proposed RMP/FEIS

The boundarses of any river proposed for potential addition o the MWSRS, as specifed in
section #(d) of the WSR Act, are usually limied to that area measured within one-guarter mile
above the ardinary high watermark on each side of the fwer. The sludy boundary tar lhis
evaluation of the Snake River used the one-guarer mile aréa a5 a slarling poini, bul in some
incations extended this dislance to 100 feet beyond the canyon rim fo include the entire
expanse of the Snake River Canyon. In evahmating the river's scenic values, the surmounding
background, when viewed from the canyon rm, was conssdened as part of the view

shied.

Snake River Birds of Prey
Hatienal Conservation Area

Snake River - Wild & Scenic
River Sludy Area

Figure 1 Snake River Wild & Scenic Rives Study Area

The Snake River's special values wene astessed as 1o whelher they ané unigue, rare of
euemplary within the state, region, of nation. For purposes of this report and in arder o batter
dafing the evaluation crileria, “reagionally significant” refers to the portion of the Linited Slates
thad includes Washinglon, Oregon, kdaha, western Montana, nodhern Mevada, northem Litah,

and wesbern Wyoming.
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Svendew of the WESE Siudy Process

The firsl phase of a WSR shedy is the eligibdiy defermination. an analysis 1o see whelher the
vl Is eligible 10 be considerad for WER designation,

To be considersd eligible a water courss
1. Must be a° River - defined ag:

A Mowing beedy of waber, or esfuary, or sechien, porbion, or iributary thereof,
including: rvers, sireams, creeks, runs, kills, rills, and small lakes.

2. Must Be: Free flowing — defined as

Existing or flowing in a natural condiion withoul impoundment, wilh excepbions
(bow dams, diversion works, and olher minoer structures), dreersion, straightening,
rig-rapping, or other modification of the wateraay (channelzation)

Can: be any size or kength, e between impoundments or majs dams, ba non-
fisaiable or non-boalable, be intermittent, or non-panennial

3. And must possass al least one (1) outstandingly remarkabbe valuee, such as:

Scenic, Recreational, Geologic, Fish and Wildiife, Historic, Cullural, or other
similar values including Biclogical, Botanical, Ecalogical, Hydrological, of
Paleantalagical

The second phase of the study (s the classification analysts, which detarmines whether the
river ghould be tentalively classifiad a5 a recreational, scenic, or wikd fiver if it were designated
by Congress. This tenlalive BLM classification is basad on the level of development present
within the river corridar,

The third phase of the sfudy is the suRtabilly assessment which looks al the possible impacts
of desagnation, weighs variows elamaents such as public access, long-tefm probection of
resounces, and traditional resource uses, and asks the basic question of would this be a worhy
additien to the National Wild & Scenic River Sysiem.

II. Free Flowing Criteria and Determinations

Free Bowing s defined by Section 16(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act as “exisling of
Nowing in a natural condition without impoundment, diversion, straighlening, rip-rapping. or
other modification of the walerway. The exisbonce of low dams, diversion works. or other minar
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sinuciures af the time of evalualion does not automatically disqualily 8 stream from
consideralion,

Swan Falls Dam and C.J. Strike Dam creales mpoundments al two diflerent locations along the
82 miles of the Snake River. Swan Falls Resarsol extends 95 miles upstream from Swan
Fals Dam. CJ Strike Resarvoir exlands 24 miles upatream fram CJ Sirke Dam. These bvo
reserdains on the Snake River do not meet the infial crileria as free Nowing. The remaining
segmants of the Snake River do maed the initial criterda of free Rawing (Table 1 and Figura

2.

Snake River Birds of

Hatienal Gnnufulh:f?mf
Snake River - Free-flowing
River Segments

Figure 2 Fres flowing segments of the Snake River
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T . T T |
Description Number of Miles | River Segment Nama Mal

HCA io the
backwalers of CJ
Slrike Ressnoi

2] indian Cove Tes

Backwalers of C.J.
Strike Reservoir o CJ 24 G4 Strike Resarvoir Ma
Strike Dam

 Downstream of C.J.
Strike Dam 1o the
backwaters of Swan
Falls Resenioor

26.5 Grand View s

Backwaters of Swan
Falis Resaroir to 85 Svan Falls Resanoir Mo
Swan Falis Dam

Downstream of Swan
Falls Dam to the west 13 Svwran Falls a5
boundary of the MNCA

Eindings Summary. Threa (3) segments of the Snake River (48 mies lolal) were found to meet
the free-flowing criteria, Two (2) segments (33 miles tolal) dad ot meet the criteria,

The 26 5 mile Grand View segment has two distinct characters. The initial 17.5 miles
downstream from CJ Strike Dam is visually characierized by being a wide valley floor with the
caMyOn fim several mies bo the nonh and nd canyon Am south of the foer, The cwnership is
predominately pevale land on bolh sides of ihe river, being ehes rural lownships or
agricuBural fekis and pasiure lands. At the end of thés segment the river tums north and tha
surmgunding canyon closes back inbo a river characterized by werical basalt cliffs on the north
and broken cliffs and buttes to the south. The cwnership changes to predominately public
lands with seme privale lands spaced ihraughoul. Far ihis resson the Grand View segrent will
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be divided and evaluated as bwo segments — the Grand View Segment and the Jackass Bulte
Begment

The Grand View segmant extends from just below CJ Strike Dam at the Strike Dam Road
Bridge downstream appraximately 175 miles to Jackass Butte al River Mide 474 The Jacksss
Butte Segmant exiends Trom Jackass Bulle downsiream approxemalaly O mides ko the
backwalers of Swan Falls Reservolf (Figune 3)

These fowr (4) free Nowing segrments (Indian Cove, Grand View, Jackass Bulle, and Swan
Falis) will be fuither analyzed as 1o their possible oulstandingly remarkable vahmes,

5 P ' . Snake River Birds of

ot Hatienal ﬂmunﬂhﬂhﬂﬂf
Snake River - River Study
Segments

Figure 3 Snake River Eligibility Shady Segments
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I, Qutstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs)

The deterrmination that a river aneéa sonlains ORVS is a pralessional judgment an the part of
thie interdisciplinary study team {10 feam). based on objectve, sclantific analysis. in order fo be
assessed as outstandingly remarkable, a river-related value must be a unéque, rare, of
exemplary featura that is significant at a comparatve slate, regional or national scale,
Dictionary defniticns of the words “unigue® and “rare” indicate thal such a value would be one
that is a conspicuous example from amaeng a number of simiiar values that are themsaives
uncemman of extrasrdinary.

The D leam evalualed 49 miles of the Snake River, which mel the free lowing crilena, by
Esting all of Ihe river's special values and then assessing whathes they wene unigue, rare of
axemplary within the slate, region, or nation. Only one such value is nesdad for a sagmant ke
b= eligitle. Of the B2 miles of the Snake River in the sludy area, four segments (49 mikes) wene
dentified for further analysis for the presence of oulstandingly remarkable values and ara
discussed in greater delail balow,

The values, which must be directly river-ralabed or owe their bcathon or existencs to the fver
ecogyabam, ae considerad outstandingly remarkabis if ihey are unigue or exemplary
compared bo similar vakies of olher rivers within a gecgraphic region of comparsan, The
ragions used for comparison in this study arg the Northarm Great Basin and the Norhem
Recky Mountains

The lalowing eligibiliy crtefia wara ised and aré inlended 1o sal minimum thresholds o
establish ORWs and are dlusirative but net al-nclusie. The "standard” critera for each
resawrce and the Outstandingly Remarkable Value Rating used are from BLM Manual 8351
and are an interagency dandard far greater consistency within the federal fver-adminisiaring
agancias

The landscape slements of landlorm, vegetation, waler, color, and related factors resull in
notable or exemplary visual features andior atiractions. The BLM Visual Resource Invantary
handbook, H-4810-1 may be used in addressng visesl guabty and in evaliating the sxtent of
development upon scanic values. The rating must be a scanic qually “A° as defined in the
BLM Visual Inventory Handbook, When analyzing scenic values, addillonal factors — such as
seasonal vaniations in vegetation, scale of cullural modifications, and the lenglh of lime
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negalive intresions are viewed - may be considered. Scenery and visual altractions may ba
highly diverse aver he majorly of (e feer ar fiver sagmen

Figure 4 Viees aasl of Indian Cove Segmaent of the Snain Rivaer

The general scenlc character of the Snake River = one of vertical canyon cliffs interspersed
with wide expansive views of valley fioor and rolling hills leading south toward the Crwyhee
Mountains. The Swan Falls segment is the most enclosed, having ciffs on bath sidas of the
el far the majerty of the segment, The fpur sagmeants, while simitar, have siightly different
wisua| charachermslics

The indian Cove sagment bagins with canyoan cliffs rising 400 feet along both sides of the river
and then opening to distant views of hills and buites io the South afer approximalely 2 mies
The canyon closes back in on the river again al approximately 8 miles (Figure 4.). The Gramnd
Visw segment is privalely owned land in some farm of agriculiural development for almost the
antire kength. This segment of the river cpens inte a large food plain wilth the canyon fm
typically 2-3 miles from the rver on the north and no rim to the sowth (Figure 5). The
downstream poriion of the segment begins to move inlo apen ranpelands and the canyon rim
comes back to within 1 mile of lhe rver and starts o creals a more enclosed camyon. Al this
paint, the Jackass Butte sagment begins

WAl d Bowiride Rt Hirpet — Soade Hives a ""‘

A-90 %

Appendix 14. Snake River Wild and Scenic River Report





