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“Our employees are happy to have
earned the trust of America’s
agricultural landowners, and we will
Land; Water: and People do everything we can to continue
providing current, useful information
with courtesy and professionalism.”

—-NRCS Chief Pearlie S. Reed
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Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA)
NERCS emplovees deliver technical assistance by

providing landowners with one-on-one conservation
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technical assistance is often measured by conservation
practices applied to the land. However, the actual number of
landowners receiving conservation planning is significantly
higher than those receiving allocated cost-share funds. For
example:
¢ Eastern South Dakota lies in the Prairie Pothole
within a single tract of land there can be more the |
wetlands which NRCS provides technical assistance to help
s remain in compliance with the Wetland
sisions of the 1985 Food Security Act, as
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11‘:11.1u1‘u.-_'1‘|t in conservation plannm“. Two out of three
nd acres in South Dakota are under a form of residue

management, which contributes to healthier soil.

+ NRCS is focusing nutrient management outreach efforts
by strengthening state and private lgarl'net'\hltljh including
statewide projects such as a phosphorus conference, joint
exhibits for producers and the public, and increasing th
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Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D)

In 2001, seven South Dakota RC&D's leveraged more
than %8 million worth of fundmg for natural resource
enhancement and community devdﬂgnﬂntpm]ects The
RC&D program in South Dakota works with a widearray
of groups, agencies, and people on projects ranging from
value-added agriculture to management intensive
Brazing programs.

Overall, the 2001 focus was grassiand and wetland
protection, enhancement and restoration; weed and seed
programs that “weed” out crime and “seed” programs
to improve communities. Other programs of significance
included Missouri River secﬁ.mentatmn and bank
erosion education campaigns; and landowners
workshops that informed people about many issues
facing ranchers, land developers, cattleman, and

South Dakota's RC&D Areas
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grassland managers.

Each RC&D works with a Council comprised of local citizens, county and local governments

representatives and other interested organizations. RC&D’s successful actions are due in large part to nurturing
gartnersh:ps with different agencies, groups, and individuals, such as the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
outh Dakota Departments of Game, Fish and Parks, Tourism, and Environment and Natural Resources, and

communities throughout the state.

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)

In 2001, NRCS of South Dakota received 34
applications for permanent easements and 26
applications for 30-vear easements. Of these, 52
applications Uirenng 4,645 acres were approv ed,
obligating $3,604,072, The easement value in South
Dakota is based on soil productivity ratings to achieve
the fair market agricultural value according to property
taxation procedures.

Since 1997, more than 23,000 acres in South Dakota
have been enrolled in WRP through 164 permanent and
30-year contracts.

South Dakota makes WRP funding decisions at least
twice a year. The interest in easements remains high,
averaging almost B0 applications per vear.

The mmﬂr:ty af I"l.-rRP and EWP ﬂm]:ip!rmz ergements are from
a 25-county area in eastern Sontlh Dakoka knowr as e " Pratvie
FPothole Region.” As a resull of these programs, waterfow! and
nesting habitat cover ltas been greatly enhanced Additional
benefits to landowoners and society include reduced flooding
and improved water quality,

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program {WHIF‘)

WHIP made a successiul return to South Dakota in 2001 after
r:-'-::i-*mu.g., zero funding in 2000. NRCS received 143 applications
in 2001, resulting in 49 funded contracts worth $£250,658, while
enrolling 36,215 acres,

Wildlife 15 one of South Dakota’s natural resource treasures.
To date, 313 WHIP? contracts have been funded in South Dakota,
encompassing 121,177 acres.

WHII is a voluntary program that helps landowners in Soulh
Dakota develop and improve wildlife habitat on private lands.
Interested landowners seek help from NRCS and other federal,
state and private organizations to develop conservation plans that
improve wildlife habitat. The program was authorized by the 1996
Farm Bill and helps landowners develop habitat for upland wildlife,
wetland wildlife, threatened and endangered species, fish, and
other wildlife in Seuth Dakota,

Floodplain Easements - Emergency Watershed
Protection Program (EWP)

South Dakota offers floodplain easements to landowners asa
way to provide a more permanent selution to repetitive disaster
areas, while achieving environmental benefits. In 2001, NRCS
received 139 applications, which resulted in 76 active contracts,
involving 5,110 acres and 53 million,

Producers in South Dakota have received more than 520
million for perfected easements. Under EWP-FPE programs in
South Dakota, almost 80,000 acres have been enrolled since 1993,

Because of the extent of the flooding in northeastern South
Dakota, the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWD) has
been popular with landowners. Many areas have been underwater
since 1993. Basically, there has not been crop production on this
area and EWP is a way to protect the resource and generate some
income for the landowner.




Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative
(GLCI)

The Grazing Land Conservation Initiative (GLCI,
through the NRCS, provides technical assistance to South
Dakota farmers and ranchers. This assistance ensures the
producers will have the most current information, enabling
them to get the most out of their grazing lands while
protecting the soil, benefiting the
environment and increasing their
protfits.

South Dakota grassland
managers; grassland and live-
stock organizations; universities,
and local, state and federal
agencies hosted three highly successful demonstrations on
Management Intensive Grazing (MIG) in FY 2001. The demonstrations
included information on water developmenl, fencing alternatives,
forage use, nutritional values of forage, soil types and rotation
techniques. Demonstrations are slated for 2002, to include the three
previous sites and three new MIG svstems.
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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

CRP encourages farmers to Active Acres of CRP in South Dakota, 200
convert highly erodible cropland or

other environmentally sensitive acres
to long-term vegetative cover, such as
tame or native grasses.

For all contracts offered, NRCS
provides nearly all the technical
assistance determining the land
eligibility, suitability of the practices,
and predominant soil types for the
eligible acres offered. NRCS also
develops a conservation plan of
operations with the producer that is
approved by the local conservation
district. USDA’s Farm Service
Agency and the Commodity Credit
Corporation administer CRP and
issue the rental payment checks. At~ oso0aems T 509.6,000 Acres 1 6,001-13,000 Acees Sy T R |
the end of the FY 2001, South Dakota :
had 19,370 active CRP contracts
encompassing 1,418,759 acres across the state. The contracts have a value of 557 million with
the average annual payment being $40.27 per acre.

Continuous CRP

Since the Conservation Buffer Initiative began, landowners have been able to sign up
certain environmentally sensitive acres at any time during the year. Continuous signup CRP
practices include buffer practices such as wildlife plantings, shelterbelts, filed windbreaks,
filter strips, grassed waterways, riparian buffers or cross wind trap strips. Over the past four
years these small parcels of land (averaging 6-7 acres per contract) have shown multiple
environmental benefits including cleaner water and improved wildlife habitat. Program year
2001 proved popular with producers entering a record 102,752 acres in 2,496 contracts with
the annual rental payment of those acres valued at $4.3 million.

T T8,00-25,000 Acres [ 125,001-30,000 Acres SN 30,004-57,000 Acres I over 57,000 dcres

CRP- Farmable Wetland Pilot Program
In June 2001, South Dlakota was one of only six eligible states in the nation to offer
landowners the CRF Farmable Wetland Pilot Program as an alternative for managing wet
areas. Small wetland areas (under five acres in size) which had been cropped, or considered
cropped, three out of the past 10 years and adjacent buffers became eligible for the continuous
signup for the Conservation Reserve Program. In four months, landowners in South Dakota :
enrolled 2,617 acres under 179 contracts. o o




“The financial assistance through EQIP
was a big incentive to plant trees,
improve the old tree bells and to provide
protection for our cows. We were also
interested in changing our operation,
trying to go front a farming system to
move of q cattle system, The NECS
technical assistance and the ECHP
program helped us through the
operational change. The NRCS staff is
essentially information at your
fingertips. It was very beneficial to have
someone with soil and plant knowledge
to gitfde s, ”

Bob and Heidi Lewis
Misland, South Dakota

EQIP PRIORITY AREAS, FY 2001

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

In South Dakota, strong interest and participation in the
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIF) continued through
FY 2001. Applications requesting federal cost-share funds and those
receiving funding have averaged an excellent 3:1 ratio in South Dakota
since 1997, In 2001, 335 applications were submitled by landowners
resulting in 206 contracts. The South Dakota 2001 allocation for
ﬁnancia'?a'Ssis_tance was about $3,880,000. The 206 contracts in 2001
assisted in placing additional conservation practices on almost a
500,000 acres. _

Through designated EQIP priority areas in South Dakota, farmers
and ranchers have received about $12 million in financial assistance
(cost-share) since 1997 for installing conservation practices to address
natural resource concerns. The Bad River Watershed in central South
Dakota tops the list of priority areas with more than $3 million in
funding. Butte County (northwestern 5D) producers alone have received
more than $1 million in cost-share payments through EQIP since it
became available through the 1996 Farm Bill. 2001 financial assistance
was distributed in South Dakn_ta{'tluauﬁhﬁﬁéﬂgraphic Priority Areas.

Of these, 160 applications were submitted

resulting in 140 contracts involving 266,685
' acres in 2001.

Getting conservation

what. it is all about.
Through the EQIP pro-

am South Dakota has

nextremely successful.
An average ratio of 3:1 be-
tween EQIP applications
and those resulting in
contracts is outstanding.
Since 1997, 518,460,771
haz been obligated to
1,178 contracts 1 South
Dakota.
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Forestry Incentives Program (FIP)

South Dakota was able to obligate funds to nine
applications submitted under FIF in 2001. The nine
comtracts resulted in 123 additional acres being
enrolled in the program. The majority of the money
($13.737) went towards pre-commercial thinnings, with
the remainder being used in site preparation for natural
regeneration,

Since being turned over to NRCS from F5A in 199,
FIP in South Dakota has resulted in 46 contracts worth
553,618, encompassing almaost 700 acres in 5 counties
eligible for the program. By thinning and pruning the
overstory and the removal of competing vegetation such
as shrub species, there was an increase in production
and bolstered tree health,

Soil Survey and Technologies

South Dakota has published soil surveys
for all of its 66 counties except one. These surveys
are available at no cost to the landowner and
contain information on soil characteristics,
potential and limitations.

Thirty-six soil surveys in South Dakota are
digitized to meet Soil Survey Geographic
DataBase (SSURGQ) standards. Eleven are
currently in the certification process, while other
counties are awaiting funding for recompilation
and digitizing,

Updating of soil surveys is occurring in
Major Land Kesource Areas (MLRA) 1024 and
MLREA 61 and 62.




Getting Help with Conservation is a
Satisfying Experience

Aomational survey of customer satistaction shows that
tarmers and ranchers are pleased with the service they get
in their communities when it comes to learning how lo
conserve the natural resources on their lands, Landowners
who had recently received conservation technical
assistance gave this service a satistaction index of 81 out
of a possible 100. Participants in the survey rated their
satistaction with conservation technical assistance 10
points higher than the index for Federal government
services, They also feel they can rely on technical
assistance they get, giving conservation technical
assistance a trust index of 90 out of a possible 100.

Wetlands Grant Money Announced for
South Dakota RC&D

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission will
fund $1.7 million in Wetlands Conservation Act grants
for the North Central RC&D Council of South Dakota in
partnership with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
grant money is allocated for wetland and grassland
development and restoration, The $1.7 million federal
grant monev will be matched by state and private
conservation funds, and landowner cost shares, bringing
the total to more than $3.7 million for conservation efforts
in South Dakota.

2001 Tree Plantings in South Dakota
Break State Record

Windbreak tree planting under continuous
Conservation Reserve Program incentives allowed a
record, 8,479 acres of
trees and shrubs to be
planied in South Dakaota
this fiscal year. The
previous mark of plant-
ing 7,634 acres of lrees
and shrubs in one vear
was established in 1967,
Since 1944, NRCS in
South Daketa has as-
sisted in planting a total
of 189,514,097 trees and
shrubs on 336,780 acres,

Soil and Water Conservation Assistance
(SWCA)

The one-time program in 2001 offered landowners in
western South Dakota cost-share assistance to apply
conservation efforts which positively impact soil and water
quality, wildlife habitat and rangeland health,

MNRCS in South Dakota received 89 applications, of
which, 20 contracts worth $450,750 impacted 40,376 acres,
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NRCS Assists in Supplying Water to
Rural Community

Thanks to NRCS and the Fall River Conservation
District, the Fall River Water Users District (FRWLUD) in
Fall River County recently completed the initial phase of
arural water svstem and is selling water. This was good
news for the city of Oelrichs, which due to high nitrate
levels in the water supply found itself unable to mect
state drinking water standards. The city was instructed
to provide bottled water to pregnant women and infants
under the age of one. Through its locally-led conservation
efforts, technical assistance, and high-priority EQIP
contracts addressing water quality and quantity
problems and grazing distribution concerns, WRCS was
instrumental in the formation of the FRWUD. Three years
after reaching the maximum contaminate levels of
nitrates; Oelrichs is now receiving clean, drinkable water
that easily complies with South Dakota standards for
drinking water,

2001 Land Judging Program Digs Deep
in South Dakota

As a result of the Active Land Judging program in
South Dakota, more than 1,000 high school students were
trained this year in soil properties, slope percents,
conservation practices and fertility treatments, NRCS soil
scientists taught the students how to identify important
s01] properties, such as texture, depth, erosion, stoniness,
runotf, permeability and water ta!:r]i. This fraining equips
students with the knowledge and understanding to judge
"land capability units” of soil. Local conservation
districts assisted with the competitions, providing
trophies to the top individuals and teams.
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Buffalo Benefit from PL-566

A MNRCS Tribal Liaison serves the Lake Traverse
Reservabion of Sisseton. Working under the PL-566
program, NRCS assisted producers who raise buffalo to
install spring development svsteme, Gary and Jim Nie1a1:1
of Sisseton recetved planning assistance from NRCS anc
cost-sharing through the PL-566 program to install cross
tE‘nCI]'IH anda spring desw :*]Upmt*n toonsisting of the clean,
reliable water for the Nielan's buffalo herd. The herd iz
now able to drink more water throughout the grazing
season without h%.llﬁu} 2 their way inand out of tﬁc mud
that 5urrm1ndad the original watering hole.
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