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7 WHY THE WEATHER ? 

Dr, Charles F. Brooks,, 
of Clark wniversity, 

Describes 

THE AFTERGLOW 

The afterglow is the ref lect ion of sunlight from d is tan t  high clouds, some 

I t  i s  best  seen about this time of year when the sun i s  fartho time a f t e r  sunset,  

e s t  north, and is most pronounced i n  high l a t i t udes  where the sun's pa*h i n  set t ing 

forms the smallest angle with the horifon. 

s i&t  So abruptly that  I t  goes dom, as i t  comes up, " l ike  thunder," and twilight 

In  the fropics,  the sun drops out of 

i s  of short duration. 

After sunset, i n  l a t i t udes  of the northern United States  and southern 

Canada, twilight lasts fgr some time; so does the afterglow on eny nearby clouds 

that  mwy be present,  

W Y  be seen a t  times a band of l i gh t  low i n  the northwest ref lected from c i r rus  

clouds perhaps f ive  miles high and 100 miles may .  

ing, when the r e s t  of  the sky is nearly dark, a re  clouds at such a distance u9- 

W l l y  v is ib le ,  

the weakly diffused twilight immediately preceding i t s  appearance, const i tutes  the 

afterglow, 

and the l a s t  of daylight has disappeared. 

Last of a l l ,  an hour or an hour and a half  a f t e r  sun8et there 

Only with this special l ight-  

This f a in t  l igh t ,  more concentrated and apparently brighter than 

I t  is of brief  buration, i n  ten o r  f i f t e e n  minutes, perhaps, i t  3 s  gone, 

(Tomorrow: C a l m  a t  Sunset) 
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