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Why NLM?

Easy to use

Quick and reliable access

Quality health information

FREEFREE
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Environmental Health Information 
Product User Continuum

DIRLINE
Household 
Products

ChemIDplus

AIDSinfo

Tox Tutorials
Special Topics

Chemical Spell 
Checker

Tox 
Training

WISER

TOXNET
Haz-Map

Tox Town

TOXMAP

General PublicProfessional
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http://tox.nlm.nih.gov

Premier 
portal for 
environmental 
health 
information

http://tox.nlm.nih.gov/
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Topic Page Example

http://nlmweb-extranet.wlcg.com/documents/topics2.htm
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Especially for Health Professionals

http://nlmweb-extranet.wlcg.com/documents/especiallyFor2.htm
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Toxicology Tutorials
Three web-based “mini-textbooks on toxicology
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Toxicology Tutorial I: Basic Principles

Includes text, graphics, 
and online quizzes
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EnviroHealthLinks 
(Internet Resource Guides)

4Arsenic and Human Health
4Biological Warfare Agents
4Chemical Warfare Agents
4Children’s Environmental Health
4Environmental Justice
4Indoor and Outdoor Air Pollution
4Toxicogenomics
4World Trade Center – Lingering Airborne 

Hazards
4WNV – Pesticides for Mosquito Control
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Environmental Justice
Resources
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Other Environmental Health and 
Toxicology Resources
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Tox Town:
An Interactive Guide to Potentially Toxic 

Substances and Environmental Health Issues

http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/
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Tox Town:  Healthy Schools

http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/
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Tox Town: 
EPA’s Managing Asthma in Schools

http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/
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Tox Town goes Urban:
City Scene

Hospital

Construction site

Dentist office

EMF

Airplanes
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Tox Town:
Hazards in Hospitals
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Tox Town:  
New US – Mexico Border Scene
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Tox Town en Español



 Practice Exercises: Tox Town 
 

Tox Town 
http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov 

 
 
1. Go to the school from the Town or City scene 
  a. Find where lead may be found in schools 

 b. Find the link to the Lead ToxFAQ from the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry.  Is the Lead ToxFAQ available in Spanish? 

 
2. Find information on controlling pests around the home. 
 
3. Use the Spanish text version of Tox Town to locate information on hazards at construction 

sites and farms. 
 
 
1.  Seleccione la escena de la escuela, de la ciudad o el pueblo. 

a. ¿Dónde se puede encontrar plomo en las escuelas?  
b. Localize el enlace al plomo ToxFAQ del registro de la Agencia de Sustancias Tóxicas 
y Enfermedades. ¿Puede Ud. encontrar información acerca del plomo en ToxFAQ en 
español? 

 
2. Encuentre información sobre el control de parásitos en el hogar. 
 
3. Utilice la versión española de Tox Town para encontrar información acerca de los riesgos en 
lugares de construcción y en las granjas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tox Town 
Suggested Solutions 

http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov 
 
 

There is no need to write down or print answers. Please perform the search to find and display the 
information requested to ensure that you have correctly followed the search process. 
 
 
1. Find information about children’s blood lead levels in the U.S. 

 
Keyboard Help: 
Go to http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov in your Web browser 
  
Click  Go to Town 
Click  Lead from the row of chemicals at the bottom of the screen 
 
Click  Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention from the right side bar 
 
Scroll down 

 Click  Children’s Blood Lead Levels in the United States 
Review  the information retrieved 
Return  to the Tox Town home page to prepare for the next search 

 
 
2. Name a few dos and don’ts for controlling pests around the home. 

 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  Go to Town 
Click  on the bee hive  OR 
Click on All Locations and select Pests from the right side bar 
Click on Health Pest Control 
Click on Pesticides: Controlling Pests 
Click on Around the Home from the left side bar 
Click on Dos and Don’ts from the Highlights 
Review  the information retrieved 

 Return  to the Tox Town home page to prepare for the next search 

 

 



3. What are some common locations for pesticides in offices and stores? 
 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  Go to Town 
Click Offices & Stores 
Move  the cursor over Chemical Hot Spots and stop at Pesticides 
Review  the hot spots 
Return  to the Tox Town home page to prepare for the next search 
 

 
4. Where can I find information about wood dust as a health hazard on a construction site? 

 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  Go to City 
Click  Construction 
Click  Construction and Your Health 
Click Wood Dust 
Review  the information retrieved 
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Household Products Database
http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov
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Household Products Database

Select  
Category:
Deodorant
Select Type:
Deodorant/
Antiperspirant
combination
Select Brand:
Arrid Extra 
Dry
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Household Products:
Brand Information

Brand Information
Manufacturer
Health Effects
Handling/Disposal
Ingredients
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Household Products:
Health Effects
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Household Products:
Ingredients
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Household Products:
Chemical Information



 Practice Exercises: Household Products Database 
 

Household Products Database 
http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov 

 
 
1. What is the main chemical in DAP Alex Plus Latex Caulk? 
 
2. Linseed oil can be used as paint thinner.  What other products contain linseed oil? 
 
3. What is the toxicity of sodium hypochlorite? 
 
 
 
 
1. ¿Cual es la principal sustancia química en DAP Alex Látex Calafatea? 
 
2. El aceite de linaza se puede utilizar como diluente de pintura. ¿Cuáles son otros productos que 
contienen aceite de linaza? 
 
3. ¿Cual es la toxicidad del hipoclorito de sodio? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Household Products Database 
Suggested Solutions 

http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov 
 
 

There is no need to write down or print answers. Please perform the search to find and display the 
information requested to ensure that you have correctly followed the search process. 
 
 
1. What is the main chemical in DAP Alex Plus Latex Caulk? 

 
Keyboard Help: 
Go to http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov in your Web browser 
  
Click  Products 
Click  Home Maintenance 
 
Click  Caulk 

 Click  latex 

 Click  DAP Alex Plus Latex Caulk 

 Scroll down to the Ingredients from MSDS/Label  

Review  the information retrieved 

 Return  to the Household Products home page to prepare for the next search 

 
2. Linseed oil can be used as a paint thinner.  Find some other products that 

contain linseed oil. 
 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  Ingredients 
Type  linseed oil in the query box and Click Search 
Click  linseed oil 
Review  the list of Products that contain this ingredient  

 Return  to the Household Products home page to prepare for the next search 

 

3. Search the health effects from MSDS pages to identify products that could 
irritate some part of the body? 
 
Keyboard Help: 
Click MSDS 



Type irritate in the query box and Click the Search button 
Click  on a product 
Review  the Health Effects information  

 Return  to the Household Products home page to prepare for the next search 

 
4. Find the telephone number for the manufacturer of Clorox bleach. 

 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  Products 
Click  Inside the Home 
Click  Bleach 
Click laundry 
Click Clorox Laundry Bleach 
Review  the Manufacturer information retrieved 

 Stay  on this record 

 
5. How can I learn about the toxicity of sodium hypochlorite? 
 
Keyboard Help: 
Click  on Sodium hypochlorite in the Ingredients from MSDS/Label field from the 

previous search 
Click Search TOXNET from the Chemical Information field 
Review the information retrieved 
Find HSDB  
Click on 326 
Click SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE 
Review the Human Toxicity Excerpts information retrieved 
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Haz-Map:
An Occupational Health Database

Links jobs 
and  
hazardous 
tasks to 
occupational 
diseases, 
symptoms, & 
agents

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/
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Haz-Map:
An Occupational Health Database

Search 
example:
Potential 
causes of 
dizziness 
and chest 
tightness in 
farmers

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/
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Haz-Map: Organophosphate pesticide 
poisoning in farm workers

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/
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Haz-Map: Link to PubMed

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/
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Haz-Map: Link to Chlorpyrifos

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/


 Practice Exercises: Haz-Map 
 

Haz-Map 
Search Problems 

http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov 
 
 
1. What are some high risk tasks associated with health care workers? 
 
2. What are some of the occupational diseases associated with auto workers?  
 
3. Find information on hazardous agents associated with the mining industry? 
 
4. What are some adverse affects associated with the use of asbestos in the workplace? 
 
 
1. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las funciones de alto riesgo asociadas con los trabajadores de salud? 
 
2. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las enfermedades ocupacionales que afectan a los trabajadores de 
automóbiles? 
 
3.  Encuentre información acerca de agentes peligrosos asociados con la industria minera. 
 
4.  ¿Cuáles son algunos efectos adversos asociados con el uso de asbestos en el trabajo? 
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Medline Plus Home Page
http://medlineplus.gov
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MedlinePlus
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MedlinePlus
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MedlinePlus
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MedlinePlus en español
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TOXNET 
http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov

Search All
databases for
the effects of 
TCE on children

http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
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Hazardous Substances Data Bank 
(HSDB) Search Results
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HSDB TCE Record:
Information on Children

Human Health 
Effects
Emergency Medical 
Treatment
Environmental 
Fate/Exposure
Environmental 
Standards & 
Regulations
Chemical/Physical 
Properties
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TOXLINE

New Default:
Search TOXLINE 
Core and 
TOXLINE Special 
simultaneously
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TOXLINE  Results

Two 
windows 
appear; 
one for 
Core and 
one for 
Special



 Practice Exercises: TOXNET 
http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov 

 
 
1. Does nitrobenzene have any effect on sperm?  (HSDB) 
 
2. What are some chemicals used in dry cleaning and what are their human health effects? 

(HSDB, TOXLINE) 
 
3. What pesticides have been found in breast milk? What are the human health effects of these 

pesticides? (HSDB, TOXLINE) 
 
4.  Find references on health effects of pesticides on Central American farmers. (TOXLINE) 
 
5.  Try your own search 

 Suggestions:  
 
  Find information on PCB levels in children? 
 

   Find the acceptable daily intakes and drinking water standards for  
  lead. 

 
 
1. Encuentre información acerca del efecto que tiene la nitrobenzene en el esperma (HSDB) 
 
2. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las sustancias químicas usadas en las lavanderias y cual es el efecto 

de estas sustancias en los individuos? (HSDB, TOXLINE) 
 
3. ¿Cuáles son los pesticidas que se han encontrado en la leche materna?  ¿Cuáles son los 

efectos a la salud de estos pesticidas? (HSDB, TOXLINE) 
 
4.  Encuentre citas acerca de los efectos que los pesticidas tienen a la salud de los granjeros 

centroamericanos. (TOXLINE) 
 
5.  Intente su propia búsqueda 

 Sugerencias:  
 
  Encuentre información acerca de niveles de PCB en los niños. 

 
   Find the acceptable daily intakes and drinking water standards for  

  lead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HSDB, IRIS, ITER 
Suggested Solutions 

http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov 
 
 
 There is no need to write down or print answers to questions. Please perform the search 

to find and display the information requested to ensure that you have correctly followed 
the search process. 

 
 
1. Does nitrobenzene have any effect on sperm? 

 
Help: 
Go to http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov in your Web browser 
Type nitrobenzene sperm in the search all databases box 
Click  the Search button 
Click  the hyperlinked number next to HSDB 
Click  NITROBENZENE
Review the Best Sections in the right frame  
 

2. What are some chemicals used in dry cleaning and what are their human health effects? 
 
Help: 
Type  “dry cleaning” in the searchall databases box 
Click  the Search button 
Click the hyperlinked number next to HSDB
Click  the first record 
Review the information in the right frame 
Click  Human Health Effects in the Contents frame on the left  
Review  the information that appears in the right frame 
Click  the Next Item button at the top of the screen to review information on other 

chemicals 
Click  the back button until you return the the Search all Database results page 
Click Show Me next to Haz-Map to find out more about occupational exposure to dry 

cleaning agents 
 
 
3. What pesticides have been found in breast milk (in HSDB)? What are the human health 

effects of these pesticides? 
 
Help: 
 
Click the HSDB button on the left sidebar 
Type pesticide breast milk in the search box 



Click  the Search button 
Click  the first record  
Review  the Best Section information in the right frame  
Click  Human Health Effects in the Contents frame on the left 
Review  the information that appears in the right frame  
Click  the Basic Search button at the top of the screen to prepare for the next search 
 
 

4. The Durez Corporation in Niagara Falls, New York uses the chemical xylene. What 
information is available regarding the non-carcinogenic risk assessment of this chemical? 
 
Keyboard Help: 
Go to http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov in your Web browser 
Type xylene in the Search all databases box 
Click  the Search button 
Click  the hyperlinked number next to IRIS 
Click the Chronic Health Hazard link in the Contents frame on the left 
Review  the information in the right frame  
Click  the Other Files button on the top fram 
Click the link to the ITER record 
Review  the noncancer oral and noncancer inhalation data on the right (click on the 

hyperlinks in the table for more information) 
Click  the + sign next to Manufacturing/Use Information to expand the category 
Click  the Basic Search button at the top of the screen to prepare for the next search 
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WISER
Wireless Information System for 

Emergency Responders
• Information tailored for 

emergency responders
• Assist in identifying unknown 

substances
• Emergency treatment and

containment information
• Stand-alone with enhanced 

connected (wireless) 
capabilities
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NLM Environmental Health Listservs

What’s new from NLM’s 
Environmental Health 
and Toxicology Program

Environmental health 
issues in the news
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For More Information on your Health
and the Environment

Contact:
Specialized Information 
Services
National Library of 
Medicine
tehip@teh.nlm.nih.gov
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov

mailto:tehip@teh.nlm.nih.gov
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/
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