
+ Frequently performed procedures on
ambulatory patients include extraction
of lens (2,367,000), endoscopy of
large intestine (1,913,000), insertion
of prosthetic lens (1,816,000), and
endoscopy of small intestine
(1,563,000) (table 4, figure 4).

+ Females had higher rates per 10,000
population than males for ambulatory
procedures such as release of carpal
tunnel (17.6 versus 9.3), operations
on eyelids (12.5 versus 9.3),
extraction (109.8 versus 68.4) and
insertion (82.8 versus 54.1) of lens,

tonsillectomy (16.2 versus 12.8),
endoscopy of small intestine (66.1
versus 51.9), laparoscopy (27.1 versus
4.3), laparoscopic cholecystectomy
(18.8 versus 5.2), and excision and
repair of bunion and other toe
deformity (17.6 versus 3.4)
(tables 5–6).

+ Males had higher rates per 10,000
population than females for some
ambulatory procedures including
myringotomy with insertion of tube
(24.4 versus 15.6), adenoidectomy
without tonsillectomy (6.5 versus
3.6), cardiac catheterization (23.1
versus 12.9), endoscopic polypectomy
of large intestine (24.6 versus 17.6),
repair of inguinal hernia (37.1 versus
4.0), cystoscopy (32.8 versus 20.8),
reduction of fracture (11.3 versus
6.8), arthroscopy of knee (27.7 versus
20.1), excision of semilunar cartilage
of knee (21.4 versus 13.3),
replacement or other repair of knee
(11.9 versus 8.3), and arteriography
and angiocardiography using contrast
material (37.0 versus 23.3).

+ Ambulatory procedures often
performed on children under 15 years
included myringotomy (490,000),
tonsillectomy (263,000),
adenoidectomy without tonsillectomy
(126,000), and operations on teeth,
gums, and alveoli (169,000).

Table 1. Number and rate of visits or discharges and procedures by type of patient: United States, 1996

Utilization measure

Total Ambulatory1 Inpatient2

Estimate
Standard
error Estimate

Standard
error Estimate

Standard
error

Number of visits or discharges in thousands3 . . . . . . . 40,132 1,114 20,838 861 19,294 707
Rate of visits or discharges per 1,000 population3 . . . . 152.0 4.2 78.9 3.3 73.1 2.7
Number of procedures in thousands . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,904 2,106 31,507 1,323 40,397 1,638
Rate of procedures per 1,000 population . . . . . . . . . . 272.4 8.0 119.3 5.0 153.0 6.2

1Data from the 1996 National Survey of Ambulatory Surgery.
2Data from the 1996 National Hospital Discharge Survey.
3Ambulatory surgery visits or discharges of hospital inpatients with procedures.

Figure 1. Utilization measures for ambulatory surgery visits and discharges of hospital
inpatients with procedures: United States, 1996

Table 2. Number and rate of ambulatory surgery visits and procedures, by type of facility: United States, 1996

Utilization measure

All facilities Hospitals
Freestanding

centers

Estimate
Standard
error Estimate

Standard
error Estimate

Standard
error

Number of visits in thousands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,838 861 17,524 799 3,313 282
Rate of visits per 1,000 population . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.9 3.3 66.4 3.0 12.6 1.1
Number of procedures in thousands . . . . . . . . . . . 31,507 1,323 26,373 1,221 5,134 438
Rate of procedures per 1,000 population . . . . . . . . 119.3 5.0 99.9 4.6 19.4 1.7

2 Advance Data No. 300 + August 12, 1998

http://www.cdc.gov/nchswww/data/ad300.pdf
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