Peak Drought Monitor Severity:

October 2005 – September 2006

Miscellaneous Talking Points
Across the Area Encompassed by the Contiguous 48 States…

· 89.5% of the Region Experienced Abnormal Dryness [D0] or Worse at Some Point During the Period

· 75.6% Experienced Moderate Drought [D1] or Worse

· 52.8% Experienced Severe Drought [D2] or Worse

· 27.7% Experienced Extreme Drought [D3] or Worse

· 5.4% Experienced Exceptional Drought [D4], the Most Severe Classification
Looking at Conditions on a State-by-State Basis…

· Abnormal Dryness [D0] Affected at Least Part of All 50 States and Puerto Rico at Some Point During the Past Year

· Moderate Drought [D1] or Worse Affected at Least Part of 45 States
· Severe Drought [D2] or Worse Affected at Least Part of 36 States

· Extreme Drought [D3] or Worse Affected at Least Part of 24 States (almost half!)

· Exceptional Drought [D4] was Observed in at Least Part of 7 States (Arizona, Arkansas, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas)

· In 32 States, THE ENTIRE STATE Experienced Abnormal Dryness [D0] or Worse at Some Point During the Past Year

· In 14 States, THE ENTIRE STATE Experienced Moderate Drought [D1] or Worse at Some Point During the Past Year

· In 2 States, THE ENTIRE STATE Experienced Severe Drought [D2] or Worse at Some Point During the Past Year (North Dakota and Oklahoma)
