
Primary Source Investigation 
Brief background:  Union  

 

 
Portraits of a group of unidentified Federal soldiers  
 
Cite as: 
 
Portraits of a group of unidentified Federal soldiers. c between 1860 and 1865, re- 

photographed 1961. Selected Civil War Photographs, 1861-1865. American Memory. 
Library of Congress. <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/cwar:@field(NUMBER+@band(cwp+4a40948))>. 

 

 
Letter from John S. Smith to Juliana Smith Reynolds, July 22, 1862 (transcript 
included) A Civil War Soldier in the Wild Cat Regiment: Selections from the Tilton C. 
Reynolds Papers documents the Civil War experience of Captain Tilton C. Reynolds, a 
member of the 105th Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers.  Juliana Smith Reynolds 
married Tilton C. Reynolds’ father, Thomas.  This letter is from her brother, John. 
 
Cite as: 
 
Smith, John S. “Letter from John S. Smith to Juliana Smith Reynolds, July 22, 1862.” 

1862.  A Civil War Soldier in the Wild Cat Regiment: Selections from the Tilton 
C. Reynolds Papers. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/mreynoldsbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(mreynolds+00600
5))>. 
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Brave McClellan is our leader now George Brinton McClellan, commander-in-chief, 
United States Army, November 5, 1861 - March 11, 1862 
 
Cite as: 
 
Cull, Augustus and Kidder, M. A., Mrs. “Brave McClellan is our Leader Now.” New 

York, 1862.  Sheet Music from the Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana. 
American Memory. Library of Congress. <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/scsm:@field(DOCID+@lit(scsm0013))>. 

 

 
Map of the rebel position at Vicksburg, Miss., May 1863 The Vicksburg campaign 
was waged from March 29 to July 4, 1863.  The surrender of Vicksburg, strategically 
guarding the Mississippi River, gave the North undisputed control of the Mississippi 
River.
 
Cite as: 
 
Map of the rebel position at Vicksburg, Miss., May 1863. Map. c1863-1865. Civil War      

Maps. American Memory. Library of Congress. <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/gmd:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(gvhs01+vhs00140))+@
field(COLLID+cwmap))>. 

 

 
Vicksburg is taken, boys  
 
Cite as: 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/scsm:@field(DOCID+@lit(scsm0013))
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Hicks, Edmund W. “Vicksburg is taken, boys!”.  Chicago, 1864. Patriotic Melodies. I  

Hear America Singing. Library of Congress. 
<http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natLibraryihas.200001387/default.html>. 

 

 
Wanamaker's session song    “For most of the nineteenth century, before the advent of 
phonograph and radio technologies, Americans learned the latest songs from printed song 
sheets. Not to be confused with sheet music, song sheets are single printed sheets, usually 
six by eight inches, with lyrics but no music.” (From the introduction to the American 
Memory collection, America Singing:  Nineteenth-Century Song Sheets  
<http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amsshtml/amsshome.html>.) 
 
Cite as: 
 
Wanamaker, Samuel R. “Wanamaker’s Session Song”. Philadelphia.  America Singing: 

Nineteenth-Century Song Sheets. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=amss&fileName=cw1/cw106280/amsspage.db&recNum=0>. 
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