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Trade Calendar for North Carolina


 











New Face at the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service  – Israel Hernandez was recently sworn in as Assistant Secretary for Trade Promotion and Director General of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial by Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez.  Hernandez served as Deputy Assistant to President George W. Bush and as a deputy to Senior Advisor Karl Rove.  The U.S. Senate confirmed Hernandez on October 7, 2005.





Hurricane Contracting Information Center – On October 11, Commerce Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez established the Hurricane Contracting Information Center (HCIC) to assist U.S. businesses, particularly minority, women and small-sized firms, to participate in the Gulf coast rebuilding efforts.  The Hurricane Contracting Information Center provides the necessary information to participate in contracting, subcontracting and  recon-struction efforts.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.rebuildingthegulfcoast.gov/" ��http://www.rebuildingthegulfcoast.gov/� if you are interested in learning about opportunities for your business.  The Hurricane Contracting Information Center also provides direct business counseling.  Please call the HCIC hotline at 1-888-4USA-DOC (1-888-487-2362) to speak to a knowledgeable agency representative to help you navigate the federal contracting process.





American Trading Centers in China - A New Resource for U.S. Business – The Commercial Service’s American Trade Centers (ATC) initiative is now up and running.  The ATC initiative is a formal collaboration between the U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration (the parent organization of the U.S. Commercial Service) and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT).  The ATC initiative enables the U.S. Commercial Service to offer U.S. companies greater access to more China markets including Dalian, Chongqing, Hangzhou, Harbin, Kunming, Nanjing/Jiangsu Province, Ningbo, Qingdao, Shenzhen, Tianjin, Wuhan, Xiamen, Xi’an/Shaanxi Province and Zhuhai.  The ATC fosters new relationships between U.S. and Chinese small and medium-size companies in these 14 key Chinese business centers in order to generate new opportunities for U.S. SMEs in the China market.  Specific examples of this collaboration are:


Shared and Jointly prepared targeted Chinese market research and trade lead information;


High-quality business matchmaking services for American exporters in 14 major business centers across China;


Mutually beneficial trade exhibitions and trade missions in the 14 Chinese business centers; and 


Representatives to facilitate U.S.-China trade.


For more information on the ATC initiative, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/china" ��www.export.gov/china�.





Closure of CEEBIC Program – September 30th marked the official closure of the Central and Eastern Europe Business Information Center (CEEBIC) Program.  CEEBIC has been instrumental in helping U.S. companies do business in that region since 1991.  The program was responsible for facilitating more than $1.5 billion in U.S. commercial activity.  In fact, for each federal dollar spent since 1997, the program returned $175 in measurable results.   An official notification of the program’s closure was sent to all CEEBIC clients.  U.S. companies will still be able to access CEEBIC trade and market data and receive assistance through the U.S. Commercial Service worldwide network.  Companies can contact their local USEAC office or the Commercial Service’s Europe Team’s Regional Specialist, Dusan Marinkovic , � HYPERLINK "mailto:Dusan.Marinkovic@mail.doc.gov" ��Dusan.Marinkovic@mail.doc.gov�,, for further market assistance.








Selling to the Canadian Government – The U.S. Commercial Service in Canada has recently produced a five-minute video on the topic of “Government Procurement in Canada.”  To view the video, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/govprocure.html" ��http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/govprocure.html�.





Majority of Visa Waiver Program (VWP) Countries Met Digital Photo Deadline – The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) recently announced that the majority of the VWP countries met the October 26 deadline requirements to produce passports with digital photographs.  Based on a Congressional mandate, the requirement for digital photographs is part of a multi-layered approach to increasing the security of our citizens and visitors by helping to ensure the integrity of their travel documents.  Twenty-five of the 27 VWP countries achieved full compliance with the requirements.  Most of the VWP countries have done so by producing passports with digital photos integrated into the data page of the passport.  Beginning October 26, 2005, transportation carriers will be fined up to $3,300 per violation for transporting any visitor traveling under the VWP to the U.S. who does not meet these requirements.  Similarly, visitors traveling under the VWP arriving in the U.S. without the proper passport will not be granted entry into the country.  For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/vwp/" ��http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/vwp/� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/" ��http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/�.
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November 2005





The U.S. Department of Commerce's (USDOC)


U.S. Export Assistance Centers Serving South Carolina —





Charlotte, NC USEAC


(704) 333-4886;  fax (704) 332-2681


Greg Sizemore, Director


Ree Russell, Trade Specialist


George Thomas, Trade Specialist


Juanita Hartun, Trade Specialist


Shannon Christenbury, Trade Specialist


Dan Holt, International Finance Specialist


Robyn Hamilton, Minority Business Development Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov�


The Charlotte, NC office services the following counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay,  Cleveland, Davie, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Iredell, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk, Rowan, Rutherford, Stanly, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Union, Watauga





Greensboro, NC USEAC


(336) 333-5345; (336) 333-5158 fax


John Schmonsees, Manager


John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov


The Greensboro, NC office services the following counties:Chatham, Cumberland, Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Randolph, Richmond, Rockingham, Sampson, Scotland, Stokes





Raleigh, NC USEAC


(919) 281-2750


Debbie Strader, Manager


Shirreef Loza, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov" ��Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov�


The Raleigh office services the following counties: Alamance, Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Greene, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perqumans, Person, Pitt, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Wilson, as well as Columbus, Brunswick, and New Hanover counties, which are supported in coordination with the Charleston, SC office
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November 15:	CAFTA-DR & China Safeguards  - The hotly debated FTA, covering Central America and Dominican Republic, has been signed into law.  Are you fully up to speed and in compliance with CAFTA requirements – avoiding possible penalties and profit threatening duty payments?  Or are you missing out on the opportunity altogether because of the complexities of qualifying your goods?  Do you want to be current on the status of on-going consultations with the Chinese relative to a broad agreement with China on textile quota issues?  Join us, along with DAS for Textiles and Apparel Jim Leonard, Customs Attorney Joe Fee, Dr. Nancy Cassill, College of Textiles-NC State University and Sally Kay, President, National Hosiery Association, for a comprehensive conference on these issues.  Location/Time: Greensboro High-Point Marriott Hotel, 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Cost:  $99.00 (includes lunch) To Register:  Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncwta-triad.org/cafta-dr.php" ��http://www.ncwta-triad.org/cafta-dr.php�.





November 16:	Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) U.S. Trade Symposium Series. Location/Time:  November 16 (Greensboro) Registration Fee:�$149 To Register: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ctpat.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ctpat.html� 





November  15/ 16: U.S. Export Regulations Seminar - If you are still filling out the paper Shipper's Export Declaration(SED), you only have until the first quarter of 2006 before you are mandated to use AES to file your export information. The U.S. Export Regulations Seminar will be an enjoyable way for you to get prepared for this impending requirement. Location/Time:  Hilton Raleigh-Durham Airport 7:30 am – 4:30 pm Registration Fee: $149 To Register: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ctpat.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ctpat.html� 


       


November 7-11: 	Business Opportunity Mission to Singapore - Consider signing up for the U.S. Department of Commerce business development program in Singapore.  Working directly with trade experts at the U.S. Embassy in Singapore, you will be able explore market opportunities in this thriving economy and the broader Southeast Asian region.   For more information: Suzette Nickle  at (303) 844-6623 ext 16 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:suzette.nickel@mail.doc.gov" ��suzette.nickel@mail.doc.gov�
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Newest Market of the Month:


The Netherlands
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The Netherlands is a prosperous and open economy that is heavily dependent on foreign trade. The Netherlands’ strategic location, the relative ease of doing business, and high level of proficiency in English make this country an ideal market for U.S. exporters. Best prospects for U.S. companies include automotive parts and accessories, computer services and software, environmental products and many more!  Learn more about opportunities in the Netherlands today!  Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/press_room/marketofthemonth/netherlands/netherlands.html" ��http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/press_room/marketofthemonth/netherlands/netherlands.html�.

















