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Trade Calendar for North Carolina


 











Season's Greetings and Happy New Year 


from the Charlotte USEAC!





Beware of Credit Card Payments for International Sales - Recently, the USEACs have learned of an increase in the attempted use of credit cards by some foreign buyers to pay for major export shipments, not just small, one time purchases via the Internet.    Some of these buyers request that the exporter divide the payment among several credit cards, which may or may not be under the purchaser's name or company’s name.    Please know that payment by credit card can be cancelled long after you have shipped the goods, leaving you with an unpaid bill and often no way to recover the product.   Wire transfer is your best option for payment from an unknown foreign buyer, or call the nearest USEAC to receive information on export financing to reduce your risk.





Binding Tariff Information - The European Union has created the Binding Tariff Information (BTI) system as a tool to assist exporters to obtain the correct tariff classification for goods they intend to export to the EU.   Binding Tariff Information is issued on request to economic operators by the customs authorities of the Member States. It is valid throughout the Union, regardless of the Member State that issued it.   The main benefit to the holder is legal certainty with regard to tariff classification. This is important as tariff classification is the basis for determining customs duties; export refunds and the application of other related legal provisions (e.g. import/export certificates).   Please see � HYPERLINK "http://europe.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/common/databases/ebti/index_en.htm" ��http://europe.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/common/databases/ebti/index_en.htm� for detailed information on the procedure your company should follow. The application form is also available on this site. 








Canadian Government Procurement Opportunities Waiting for U.S. Companies - There are billions of dollars of Canadian government procurement opportunities waiting for U.S. companies to tap into! Canada's internet-based electronic tendering service, MERX, coupled with free trade agreements, has opened the door for U.S. companies to successfully compete in this lucrative market. The MERX system has virtually eliminated barriers like geography and size, and has created a level playing field for everyone interested in doing business within the public sector.  The Canadian federal government procures approximately US$3-5 billion a year in goods, services and construction. Estimates put procurement by municipalities, school boards, universities and hospitals at over US$ 22 billion a year. In addition, the ten provincial governments also list their procurements on MERX. Log onto the MERX website free of charge to see how MERX can help you win Canadian government contracts: � HYPERLINK "http://www.merx.com/Services/AboutMERX/English/MK_SiteMap.asp?FLASH=Yes" ��http://www.merx.com/Services/AboutMERX/English/MK_SiteMap.asp?FLASH=Yes�. 








NC Companies Featured at Japan Hosiery Event in Tokyo - 


The Charlotte Export Assistance Center supported a trade mission to Japan this past November that placed over 10 North Carolina companies in front of key contacts in the Japanese business industry.  Organized and hosted by the Hosiery Technology Center, the Charlotte Export Assistance Center provided market research on Japanese hosiery as well as information on doing business in Japan.    Most notable NC products that were sent to Japan were Chocolate Fetish of Asheville and Cherokee Bottled Water.   The staff participated in the training of company executives before traveling to Japan and the Charlotte Export Assistance Center continues to support the companies in follow up contacts.  This trade mission was due in part to a grant, a Market Development Cooperator Program grant, awarded to the Hosiery Technology Center by the US Department of Commerce to assist the hosiery industry develop international markets.








Initiatives to Fight Intellectual Property Theft - U.S. Commerce Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez recently unveiled new Bush Administration initiatives to fight intellectual property theft. The new initiatives include the appointment of intellectual property rights (IPR) experts in key overseas countries including Brazil, China, India, and Russia; a new Small Business Outreach program to educate U.S. small businesses on how to protect their IPR; and a Global Intellectual Property Academy that will provide training programs for foreign government officials on global IPR issues. The Secretary said that the Bush Administration "is committed to stopping trade in pirated and counterfeit goods," adding that intellectual property theft "is not tolerated and will not be tolerated." IP theft costs U.S. businesses an estimated $250 billion per year, and 750,000 American jobs.

















Your Global Business Partner





December 2005





The U.S. Department of Commerce's (USDOC)


U.S. Export Assistance Centers Serving South Carolina —





Charlotte, NC USEAC


(704) 333-4886; fax (704) 332-2681


Greg Sizemore, Director


Ree Russell, Trade Specialist


George Thomas, Trade Specialist


Juanita Hartun, Trade Specialist


Shannon Christenbury, Trade Specialist


Dan Holt, International Finance Specialist


Robyn Hamilton, Minority Business Development Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov�


The Charlotte, NC office services the following counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay,  Cleveland, Davie, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Iredell, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk, Rowan, Rutherford, Stanly, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Union, Watauga





Greensboro, NC USEAC


(336) 333-5345; (336) 333-5158 fax


John Schmonsees, Manager


John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov


The Greensboro, NC office services the following counties:Chatham, Cumberland, Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Randolph, Richmond, Rockingham, Sampson, Scotland, Stokes





Raleigh, NC USEAC


(919) 281-2750


Debbie Strader, Manager


Shirreef Loza, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov" ��Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov�


The Raleigh office services the following counties: Alamance, Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Greene, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perqumans, Person, Pitt, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Wilson, as well as Columbus, Brunswick, and New Hanover counties, which are supported in coordination with the Charleston, SC office
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Upcoming WEBEX* Seminar


*WEBEX seminars allow you the opportunity to participate in an educational forum without leaving your desk.  


There is no registration fee to participate in these programs, but pre-registration is required to ensure your access to the web-based seminar


Sharing More than Just a Border, U.S. Commercial Ties with Mexico:  The fourth webex session in this series will be conducted on Thursday, December 8, at 12:00 p.m. EST.  The topics to be covered will be " Marketing to Manufacturers in Mexico and the Border Program.”��In the first half of the session, Daniel T. Crocker (Commercial Consul & Principal Commercial Officer) in Monterrey will explain how U.S. companies (suppliers of components, equipment, supplies and services) can capitalize on opportunities related to Mexico's manufacturing sector. CS Mexico's Marketing to Manufacturers program is designed to help U.S. companies understand the opportunities related to this sector, which imports more than $60 Billion worth of inputs every year. In this webcast we will give an overview on the program and discuss how your company can benefit from the market intelligence that we are gathering.��In the second half of the session, Judith Valdes (Senior Commercial Specialist U.S. Consulate in Tijuana) will discuss how U.S. companies can benefit from Tijuana's Border Development Program. This initiative offers participants “hands-on” exposure to the physical transportation and documentation process of cross-border trade. It enhances the participant’s knowledge of the economic and trade dynamics of the Baja California region and provides specific insight into how to export into this important market.  To register, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/sharing_more_than_a_border.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/sharing_more_than_a_border.html�.
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January 9:	Danish Ambassador to the US and American Ambassador to Denmark to speak to the World Affairs Council


	The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is pleased to host Ambassador Friis Arne Petersen, Denmark’s Ambassador to the United States, and Ambassador James P. Cain, US Ambassador to Denmark.  Date/Time:  Monday, January 9th, 12pm Location: Westin, 601 S. College Street Cost: $45, $35 for members Reservations: Call 704.687.4485 or email pnavarrete@worldaffairscharlotte.org (Subject: Danish Ambassador). Visa/MC accepted or please make checks payable to World Affairs Council of Charlotte, UNC-Charlotte 238 Barnard, 9201 University City Blvd. Charlotte, NC 28223


***Reservations and payments required prior to January 5th 





In addition, Commercial Specialist Bjarke Frederiksen will be available for one-on-one appointments to discuss market opportunities in the Nordic region.  For more information, please contact Greg Sizemore at 704-333-4886 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:greg.sizemore@mail.doc.gov" ��greg.sizemore@mail.doc.gov�





January 24 - March 14:	 Tools for Trade Export Training Seminar


You are cordially invited to participate in an eight-week, export-training seminar designed to provide you and your company with the basic tools to initiate or expand international markets. Date/Time: Each Tuesday from 9:30 – 12:00 a.m. Location: Catawba County Chamber of Commerce, 1055 Southgate Corporate Park SW, Hickory, NC Questions/Reservations: Call Pamela S. Manfredi at (828) 328-6000 ex 228. or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/toolsfortrade.com" ��www.buyusa.gov/toolsfortrade.com�  (Participation is limited to the first 50 registrants on a first-come, first-serve basis.)


 


 























��




















New Russia IPR Tool Kit





The U.S. Embassy in Moscow now has a web-based Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Toolkit designed to assist the business community in better understanding IPR protection in Russia. The Toolkit contains materials describing the scope of the IPR issue in Russia, links to relevant legislation and other resources, suggestions regarding what American companies can do to protect their IPR, as well as steps rights holders should consider after an infringement comes to their attention. While Russian IPR legislation has improved considerably in recent years and the Russian government has become increasingly engaged in this important issue, the Russian government still faces serious challenges in the area of enforcement. We engage on a wide range of issues, including the benefits of more effectively enforcing legislation through increased penalties, lowering the threshold for criminalization, improving the effectiveness of law enforcement and fixing remaining shortcomings in IPR legislation. Improvement of IPR protection is a high priority for the United States Government and the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.usembassy.ru/bilateral/bilateral.php?record_id=ipr" \t "_blank" �http://www.usembassy.ru/bilateral/bilateral.php?record_id=ipr� to access the toolkit.��For Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Tools Kits for the following countries: China, Korea, Mexico and Taiwan, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stopfakes.gov/" \t "_blank" �http://www.stopfakes.gov/�





New Video Presentations on Canada


�








As part of our on-going effort to provide easy-to-use information for U.S. companies, our offices in Canada are pleased to provide you with two new "video fact sheets."  The first is a general overview of why a U.S. company should consider exporting to Canada. The link is: � HYPERLINK "http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/canadabiz.html" ��http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/canadabiz.html�.  The second is a video fact sheet on the Mining Industry in Canada.  The link is: � HYPERLINK "http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/miningcanada.html" ��http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/miningcanada.html�. New links are being added weekly, and will cover a variety of industries.  The complete list of available Video Fact sheets is at the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/Factsheets.html" ��http://www.docsinbox.net/Factsheets/Factsheets.html�.


These fact sheets can be best viewed by using Windows Media Player 9.0 or above.  If you need to upgrade your player, you can download a free upgrade at the following link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=e0175119-9a5b-44c3-b1de-9b2a9aa6cff6&DisplayLang=en" ��http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=e0175119-9a5b-44c3-b1de-9b2a9aa6cff6&DisplayLang=en�.











Rebuild Iraq 2006


April 3-6, 2006


Amman International Fair, Marj Al Hamam, Amman, Jordan


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ifpexpo.com" ��info@ifpexpo.com�


Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.rebuild-iraq-expo.com" ��www.rebuild-iraq-expo.com��
�
Rebuild Iraq 2006 will bring together buyers, manufacturers, suppliers, contractors and specifiers, giving them direct access to project directors, government bodies and a variety of decision-makers involved in the economic rebirth of Iraq.  No country in the region has more business-generating potential than Iraq. Almost two-and-a-half thousand projects are creating massive demand for material and equipment. U.S. manufacturers supplying all phases of the following industries will find a ready market as these sectors seek to regain normal operating conditions:


• Construction�• Oil and Gas�• Water treatment and delivery�• Power generation and distribution�• Communication�• Agriculture�• Food and Beverage�• Educational materials and computer equipment• Hospital supplies, equipment and fixtures


 Home furnishings and appliances are equally in demand as the economy improves and stability returns to the war-torn country.
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