KEY THEMES

Theee primary inrerpretive rhemes
representing the important culoeral and
natural resources in the region wers
idenrified during the srudy: (1} rhe
"Waking of Marions” theme emphasizes the
immense srrregic importance of Lake

THE STUDY AREA

The exrent of the so-called “Champlain
Valley” is open to question. For example,
it may be defined legitimately as
encompassing the owns thar abur the
hisroric warerway, the valley floor, or the
drainage basin of the lake. For the purposes
of this project, the ream restricred the
study area to the counties in Mew York and
Vermont where the majoriey of resources
embodying the major interpretive theme
“Making of Marions” are locared—
Clinton, Essex, Wammen, Saratoga, and
Washingron Counties in Mew York and
Grand  lsle,  Franklin,  Chirrenden,

Champlain and irs connecting waterways
during pasr military actions (2] rthe
“Clorvidoe of Commernce™ theme focuses on
the critical impoetance of reansporration
on the lakes and rivers in the development
of indwseey; and {31 the "Magoer for

Addison, and Burland Counties  in
Vermont. The waterway—composed of
Lake Champlain, the Champlain Canal,
Lake George and the wpper Hudsom
Kiver—fomms the spine of the study area.

Duiring thie course of the study, the ream
dizcovered  thar  cthemarically  relared
resources exist im the Richeliew Yalley in
udbec, These relared resources, locared
in four Begional Municipal Counries or
MARCs { Municihafnds regionales de comad b—
Le Bas-Richelieu, La Vallée-du-Richelieu,
Rouville, and Le Haur-Richelieu—are

Toursm” theme encompasses the valley’s
long history of rourism and i diverse
vacarion areas. The “Making of Narions™
theme i3 considered ro be of oursranding
national importance and ro meeir
recognirion.

described im the study, Given the common
history and themes, there is porencial for
imbernational collaboration across the
L= Canadian boundary,

It i important o note thar the soudy
area chiosen by the ream should not be
considered a recommended “boundary™
for any of the heritage preservarion
options described in the repor. The acoual
"Foundary” {if any) of a herirage comidor
or ather option would be derermined
during the legislarive process, should
legislarion be pursued.

HERITAGE PRESERVATION OPTIONS

In comsultarion with regional and communiry representarives, the Mational Park Service developed three options thar could be pursied o
better recognize, promote and preserve the region’s impomant cultural snd naoural resources: designarion as a national hertage comidon &
quadricenrennial commemoration of Samuel de Champlain®s amival in the region: and designation of a statefprovincial beritage comidor,
All three oprions provide opportunities for cross-boundary collaboration, and they meed not be murually exclusive, The study also includes
a “comtinuation of current practices” option: under this scenario existing entitics would continuee {and possibly expand) cheir effors o
preserve and enhance heritage resources, and ro federal designation or additional suthority for federal imvolvement would be pursued

Mational Heritage Corridoe:

Omne oprion is federal designation as a
national heritage coeridoe, which recognizes
areas where natural, culmoral, historic, and
recreational resources combine o Form
eohesive and disrinerive landscapes ansing
from parperns of human activiry shaped
by geogeaphy. There are theee broad
purposes of designating a narional herirage
cordor: {11 ro enhance and preserve
culeural landscapes and historic sines; (2}
o improve histoncal ondessranding and
heritage appreciation: and (3} ro srimylkare
commanity and economic development.
There would be no power of eminent
domain - the corridor would nor becoms
public land - and oo new land we
resreicrions would be imposed theough the
desigrarion. Francial and rechoical support
would be available theough the NP5
Successful management would hinge

Duadricentennial Commenoration:

A seond oprion i fedesal sipport of
efforts o commemorate  the  400rh
anniversary of Samuel de Champlain'
arrival in the Champlain/Richelien region.
Two majpor cebebeariong have been beld in
the Champlain Valley ro commemaorare
Champlain®s aerival: rhe ficsr, in 1909,
marked the 300rh anniversary of his
arrival in whar i3 now the Unired Srares;
the second, in 1959, highlighred rhe
3150th anniversary. The $00th anniversary
commempearion wonld be modeled afrer
these earlier celehrrions, b could bhe
expanded inmp a8 muolri-year evenr and
limked wirk rebared mcriviries in Cuebec.
Federal legislation would awhorize a
coptdinaring entity—in all likelihood
a public) privare pannecship with
represenrarion from key inreresrs in the
region—to prepare, secure funding for,

StatefProvincial Heritage Corridor:

A third approach, srare/provincial
designation of a heritage corridors, also
would benefir the Champlain Valley, bur
withour the recognition and  direcr
involvement of the NP5, This option,
modeled afrer the Sr. Croix Internarional
Warerway and Commission in Maine and
Mew Brunswick, would be formalized
though parallel legislaion o creare a
heritage corridor adopred by the
governments of Mew York, Vesmont, and
(uebec.  The binarional cooperarion
could begin wirh a Memorandum  of
Undersranding berween the pamies and
then be based on legislarion. Federal
involvement in rhe region would continue
o be through existing competitive grang
and rechnical asistance programs. Unlike
rhie firsr and second oprions, this approach
would mor require legislative acrion by the

upan the creation of parmnerships among  and execure a plan o commemorare 115, Congress.
individuals, community organizations, Champlain’s arcival and explore irs
buginesses, povemnment agencies (local,  implicarions.
state/provincial, and federal}, and others
with an ingerest in the cosridor.
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