
496

36 CFR Ch. XI (7–1–01 Edition)Pt. 1194

this range covers all of the TTY protocols
known throughout the world. Although it
may not be achievable with current tech-
nology, an alternate strategy might be to
recognize the tones, transmit them as codes,
and resynthesize them at the other end. In
addition, it should be possible for individuals
using TTYs to conduct conversations with
mixed voice and TTY, and to control all as-
pects of the product and receive any mes-
sages generated by the product.
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Subpart A—General
§ 1194.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment section 508 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. 794d).
Section 508 requires that when Federal
agencies develop, procure, maintain, or
use electronic and information tech-
nology, Federal employees with dis-
abilities have access to and use of in-
formation and data that is comparable

to the access and use by Federal em-
ployees who are not individuals with
disabilities, unless an undue burden
would be imposed on the agency. Sec-
tion 508 also requires that individuals
with disabilities, who are members of
the public seeking information or serv-
ices from a Federal agency, have access
to and use of information and data that
is comparable to that provided to the
public who are not individuals with dis-
abilities, unless an undue burden would
be imposed on the agency.

§ 1194.2 Application.
(a) Products covered by this part

shall comply with all applicable provi-
sions of this part. When developing,
procuring, maintaining, or using elec-
tronic and information technology,
each agency shall ensure that the prod-
ucts comply with the applicable provi-
sions of this part, unless an undue bur-
den would be imposed on the agency.

(1) When compliance with the provi-
sions of this part imposes an undue
burden, agencies shall provide individ-
uals with disabilities with the informa-
tion and data involved by an alter-
native means of access that allows the
individual to use the information and
data.

(2) When procuring a product, if an
agency determines that compliance
with any provision of this part imposes
an undue burden, the documentation
by the agency supporting the procure-
ment shall explain why, and to what
extent, compliance with each such pro-
vision creates an undue burden.

(b) When procuring a product, each
agency shall procure products which
comply with the provisions in this part
when such products are available in the
commercial marketplace or when such
products are developed in response to a
Government solicitation. Agencies can-
not claim a product as a whole is not
commercially available because no
product in the marketplace meets all
the standards. If products are commer-
cially available that meet some but not
all of the standards, the agency must
procure the product that best meets
the standards.

(c) Except as provided by § 1194.3(b),
this part applies to electronic and in-
formation technology developed, pro-
cured, maintained, or used by agencies
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