
PATOWMACK CANAL HISTORIC DISTRICT (NPS)
Great Falls Park, Great Falls
This district consists of the remains of an impressively engineered canal built in 1785–1802 to carry boats around
the Great Falls of the Potomac River, linking Georgetown (Maryland) with Harpers Ferry (Virginia). George
Washington was first president of the company that undertook the enterprise, which, because the Potomac is the
boundary between Maryland and Virginia, was a notable early instance of interstate cooperation. The district, with
its numerous remains, is preserved and interpreted by the National Park Service.


