
“A wonderfully intelligent, 
audacious, and perverse collection 
of... what, exactly? Fiction? Gossip? 
Film Studies? Iconography? 
Liberty taking? Here’s a book that 
defi es the usual categories. But 
one thing’s sure, I savored every 
mythic, mesmerizing word of it.” 
- Jim Crace on I Am Not Jackson 
Pollock

“American Purgatorio is a 
triumphant American picaresque, 
a thrilling quest poem in the 
indigenous form of a road novel.”
 - Benjamin Kunkel 

“A beautiful, haunting, original 
book.” - Nick Cave 

The U.S. Embassy Literature Series
presents

John Haskell
Picador-Guest Professor at the University of Leipzig

John Haskell is the author of I Am Not Jackson Pollock (2003) and 
American Purgatorio (2005). His works are published by Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux. He worked as an actor and performance artist 
- for example, with David Mamet at the Steppenwolf Theater in 
Chicago, studied playwriting at UCLA and is a graduate of the MFA program in Creative 
Writing at Columbia University. Haskell’s work has appeared in Granta, The Paris Review 
and Conjunctions., and his fi rst short-story collection I Am Not Jackson Pollock has received 
wide literary praise. His debut novel American Purgatorio has been described as a literary 
road movie, detective novel, psycho thriller, and metaphysical quest at the same time. John 
Haskell is currently writer in residence and Picador-Guest Professor at the Institute for 
American Studies in Leipzig.



Berlin, January 28, 2008, 19:00

Kennedy Museum, Pariser Platz 4a
10117 Berlin

Reservation: 
IRCBerlin@state.gov 
Tel. (030) 8305-1161

John Haskell will read from his works in:

Hamburg, January 29, 2008, 18:00

U.S. Consulate, Alsterufer 27, 
20354 Hamburg

Reservation:
mierswasilvag@state.gov or by 
fax (see enclosed fax reply sheet) 
PLEASE BRING A VALID PASSPORT OR PERSONALAUSWEIS!

In 2007 the University of Leipzig in cooperation with the German Academic Exchange Service and the Veranstaltungsforum 
der Verlagsgruppe Georg von Holtzbrinck initiated the Picador-Guest Professorship for Literature at the University of Leipzig.

Karlsruhe, January 30, 2008, 19:30

Amerikanische Bibliothek 
(Stadtbibliothek), Kanalweg 52, 
76149 Karlsruhe

Reservation:
Tel.: (0721) 72752
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