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Private; Single-engine Land; Helicopter

56

The  helicopter  was  destroyed  when  it  impacted the terrain. The helicopter came to rest upright in a farm field. Pieces of plexiglas,
sheet  metal,  the  right horizontal stabilizer and a section of the tail rotor drive belt were found about 1/2 mile east-northeast of the
main  wreckage.    The  left  entry  doorframe  and the right horizontal tailboom fin were found about 1/4 mile east-northeast of the main
wreckage.  No anomalies were found that could be associated with a preexisting condition. 
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the  door  separation  for  undetermined reasons and the foreign object damage due to the door impact to the tailboom and tail rotor drive
system. 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         AIRFRAME/COMPONENT/SYSTEM FAILURE/MALFUNCTION
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (C) DOOR - SEPARATION
     2.  (C) DOOR - UNDETERMINED
     3.  (C) MISC ROTORCRAFT,TAIL BOOM - FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE
     4.  (C) ROTOR SYSTEM,TAIL ROTOR - FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE
----------

Occurrence #2:         LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED
----------

Occurrence #3:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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