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A HOME FOR HER PIANO
(Hot Springs, South Dakota – June 19, 2006)  Sharon Shaw’s piano is a big part of her life.  It is used not only for her personal enjoyment, but for supplementing her income through teaching piano.  The deteriorated mobile home in which she was living was a problem for her piano.  She was afraid that the piano would fall through the weak floors and the piano would have to be retuned frequently because of the fluctuations of temperature and humidity.  She also had to be careful not to make too much noise because of the close proximity of her neighbors.

One day, a friend recommended that she look into the Governor’s House program through South Dakota Housing Development Authority.  She did just that and found out she could qualify for financing through USDA Rural Development and the Governor’s House Pilot Program.  The mortgage payments would only be slightly higher than what she was paying in rent.  Sharon attended Homebuyers Education classes through Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills and also received some assistance with closing costs through them.
The best part of this whole process is that her son, Bruce Shaw, is the general contractor for the project.  Bruce owns and operates Fall River Construction.  He and his sons have been constructing the home.  It has been a family affair and Sharon relishes every moment.

While the home is under construction, she has been temporarily living in The Evans, an elderly apartment complex.  Once she is fully moved into the home, she will no longer have to worry about her piano or how many people she can invite over, as her new house will be very accommodating.  Sharon teaches piano lessons and on occasion invites people over to sing in preparation for church, community activities, or to just have fun.  She can hold a jam session if she wants without having to worry about how much noise is made.  In addition, she will be able to have her grandchildren over more often.

Sharon said, “I love my new home, calling it my own, the permanent location, and the beautiful view overlooking Hot Springs.  At my age, this is the last move I hope to make.  Besides, my son told me he’s not moving that piano again, ha ha.”

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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