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Mavericks Surf Contest Area Overview
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BackgroundBackground 
 

• Mavericks Surf Ventures (MSV) organizes the annual surf contest
 

• Contest was held Saturday January 12, 2008 (contest window: 
December 1 - March 31); GFNMS given 44 hours notice 

• Event occurs within the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
 

• No Sanctuary permits are issued (regulatory prohibitions are not triggered by
 e

vent activities) 

• GFNMS has been working with MSV since 2005 to address 
environmental impacts not prohibited by regulations (e.g. voluntary 

actions by MSV to decrease impacts) 
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2008 Activities addressing Wildlife Disturbance2008 Activities addressing Wildlife Disturbance 
• Notice regarding wildlife disturbance 
regulations sent to media, USCG, local 
airport, MSV 

• Notice sent at beginning of “Mavericks 
Season” and once contest called 



 

2008 Activities addressing Sanctuary impacts2008 Activities addressing Sanctuary impacts 
• Sanctuary observers posted on airforce station, breakwater, Ross 
 

Cove: 
Wildlife counts (offshore, beach, cliffs) 
Human use counts (same as above) 
Vessel counts (by type) 
Aircraft counts 
Wildlife disturbance 

• MSV made loud-speaker announcements during contest that this 
special area is part of a National Marine Sanctuary 

• MSV issued media notices that people could minimize impact by 
not coming to Pillar Point during the contest and offered alternate 
viewing locations (~1000 people) and live webcast (~300,000 people 

worldwide) 
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2008 Photos: People Distribution2008 Photos: People Distribution 
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2008 People Counts2008 People Counts
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2008 Contest USCG Video2008 Contest USCG Video 



National Marine
Sanctuaries

February 15, 2008 
GFNMS and MBNMS Joint Advisory Council Meeting
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2008 Wildlife Counts (Total all sites)2008 Wildlife Counts (Total all sites)
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Time  

majority of all wildlife was 

counted in Ross Cove; marine 

mammals were on offshore reef 

until tide inundated rocks 



 

2008 Regulatory Compliance Observations2008 Regulatory Compliance Observations
 

Sanctuary observers reported potential incidents involving 

MPWC and Aircraft that have been reported to the NOAA-

Office of Law Enforcement for follow-up 
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2008 Activities addressing2008 Activities addressing TidepoolTidepool TramplingTrampling
 

Pillar Point Tidepools were NOT CLOSED
 

during the contest since predicted tide was greater than +0.5 ft 
 

(MSV had agreed to set up barricade and provide volunteers, if
 

closure needed; GFNMS staff would address any problems or
 

questions from the public) 
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Marine Debris 
• MSV had recycling, compost, trash 
cans on site 
• 2 food vendors only - MSV insisted 
on recyclable materials, where possible 
• MSV conducted post-event beach 
clean-up: 40 bags total, 25 garbage, 15 
recyclable 

2008 Activities addressing2008 Activities addressing Marine Debris, Cliff ErosionMarine Debris, Cliff Erosion 

Cliff Erosion 
• GFNMS has expressed concern to MSV 
regarding cliff erosion from climbing 
spectators (cliffs not in NMS jurisdiction) 

• MSV and public agencies posted 
cliffs with signs 
• Frequent announcements 
regarding public safety and calls 
for climbers to get down 



 

 

2008 Activities2008 Activities
 

Education and OutreachEducation and Outreach
 

• Sanctuary had a well-positioned booth at the event to provide information 
about the Sanctuary, the science of why the large surf break is here, and 
answer general public and media questions 

Sanctuary information 
broadcast: 
• MSV web page 
• Public Announcements over 
loud speaker 
• Live webcast: interview with 
Deputy Superintendent 
• Contest DVD (thankyouocean 
PSA) 
• MSV media kit 
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Additional 2007-2008 ActivitiesAdditional 2007-2008 Activities 
Gulf of the Farallones Sanctuary staff are working with MSV to address impacts to 
Sanctuary resources, educate the public about Sanctuaries, and inspire students 
about science of oceanography 

• Continue piloting Sanctuary-developed middle school curriculum on waves (joint 
with MSV; in 2007-MSV arranged for surfers, surf forecaster to participate) 

• In 2007, Sanctuary (in partnership with CA Coastal Conservancy, CSUMB, 
USGS, SIMoN, others) issued press release on science of why Mavericks big wave 
location is here in the NMS. Information on SIMoN and NMSP websites. 

Future ActivitiesFuture Activities 
• Continue to observe, learn, and address what additional ecosystem protection 
measures may be needed during the contest 

• Sanctuary and MSV will develop a sign for Pillar Point beach explaining that 
Mavericks is in MBNMS and factors controlling big wave formation 

• Sanctuary will develop visitor center display on geology, 
oceanography of Mavericks big waves 
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Questions?Questions? 


