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Unk/Nr
5282

Airplane

Private; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

57

The  pilot  departed  his  home base in VFR conditions without filing a flight plan and did not request or receive a preflight or en route
weather  briefing from the FAA. While en route, he contacted Southern California TRACON (SOCAL) and requested an ILS runway 26 approach to
the  destination  airport.  SOCAL  cleared the pilot for the approach and to change to an advisory frequency. There was no current weather
report  available  at  the  airport  because the tower was closed, but another pilot who was on the same frequency stated that the airport
weather  was  'zero  zero.'   (An automated weather observation system at the airport recorded 'zero zero' conditions near the time of the
accident.)  Ground  witnesses  heard  the  airplane  as the pilot began a missed approach. However, the airplane collided with trees and a
snack  bar  building  about  1/4  mile  northwest  of the departure end of the runway. Impact occurred as the airplane was in a right turn
through  a  heading  of  345  degrees,  which was the opposite direction of turn for the missed approach procedure. Toxicology test of the
pilot's  blood  showed  1.518  mcg/ml  Fenfluramine and 0.678 mcg/ml Phentermine; these are appetite suppressant drugs that are chemically
related  to amphetamines and have a high incidence of abuse. Neither of these drugs was approved by the FAA for use while flying aircraft.
The amount of Fenfluramine in the pilot's blood was above a normal level for control of appetite. 
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the  pilot's  impairment  of judgment and performance due to drugs, his resultant improper planning/decision, his failure to follow proper
IFR  procedures, and his failure to maintain proper altitude during a missed approach.  Factors relating to the accident were: the pilot's
inadequate weather evaluation, and the adverse weather condition (below landing minimums). 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation:  MISSED APPROACH (IFR)

Findings
     1.  (C) PLANNING/DECISION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (C) IMPAIRMENT(DRUGS) - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  LIGHT CONDITION - DAWN
     4.  WEATHER CONDITION - BELOW APPROACH/LANDING MINIMUMS
     5.  (F) WEATHER EVALUATION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
     6.  MISSED APPROACH - INITIATED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     7.  (C) IFR PROCEDURE - NOT FOLLOWED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     8.  OBJECT - TREE(S)
     9.  OBJECT - BUILDING(NONRESIDENTIAL)
    10.  (C) PROPER ALTITUDE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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