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The freight transportation industry used the nation’s 
transportation system to carry $790 billion in mer-
chandise, a record high, between the United States 
and its two largest trading partners, Canada and 
Mexico, in 2005.
The goods, weighing nearly 679 million short tons1, 
were transported across our land borders, airports, 
and seaports to and from locations in Canada and 
Mexico. These and other annual data presented in 
this report highlight the value and weight of  freight 
shipped across our northern and southern borders, 
as well as the number of  incoming land border 
crossings by truck, truck containers, rail, and rail 
containers from Canada and Mexico.

Major Highlights
Land modes of  transportation carried 88 percent 
of  the value of  goods traded with Canada and 
Mexico, our North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) partners, in 2005. More imports 
than exports of  freight were transported across our 
borders with these two countries. Among the in-
dividual modes, trucks carried the highest percent-
age of  freight by value (62 percent), and maritime 
vessels carried the highest percentage of  freight by 
weight (38 percent).
Canada remains our number one trading partner, 
followed by Mexico, with both countries account-
ing for 31 percent of  the total U.S.-international 
merchandise trade in 2005.

Transportation Mode
Trucks transported 62 percent of  the val-
ue and 28 percent of  the weight of  U.S.-
NAFTA merchandise freight. 

1 Weights of export shipments by land modes are not collected in the administrative records that 
provide offi cial U.S. trade data. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics has estimated the land 
mode export tonnage using value-to-weight ratios derived from imported commodities. Value-to-
weight ratios for exported commodities may differ from imported commodities.

•

Rail hauled 15 percent of  the value and 21 
percent of  the weight.
Pipelines carried 7 percent of  the value and 
13 percent of  the weight.
Maritime vessels moved 8 percent of  the val-
ue and 38 percent of  the weight.
Air fl ew 4 percent of  the value and a much 
smaller portion of  the weight.

Geography
For overall U.S.-NAFTA trade transported 
by all modes, Texas was the lead state by val-
ue, accounting for 16 percent of  the freight, 
followed by Michigan with 12 percent.
Texas was also the leading state by value 
for U.S.-NAFTA trade transported by land 
modes with 14 percent, slightly more than 
Michigan.
The land port of  Detroit, Michigan, was the 
leading port for U.S.-NAFTA freight, han-
dling $130 billion worth of  merchandise in 
2005, followed by port of  Laredo in Texas. 
Twenty-eight percent of  the value of  all U.S.-
NAFTA merchandise freight was handled by 
these two ports.
California was the top state for U.S.-NAFTA 
air cargo trade, accounting for 22 percent of  
the value of  all air freight, while Texas was 
the lead state for maritime cargo with 42 
percent of  the value of  U.S.-NAFTA ocean–
borne trade.

By Commodity
Motor vehicles and parts was the top trad-
ed commodity group by value with 18 per-
cent of  all commodities traded between the 
United States and its NAFTA partners by all 
modes.
By value, the commodity group that includes 
computer-related machinery and parts (nucle-
ar reactors, boilers, machinery, and parts) was 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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the lead group transported by truck and by rail 
with 17 and 49 percent share, respectively.
By value, mineral fuel, oil, and waxes was the 
top traded commodity group carried by pipe-
line (with a 99-percent share) and by vessels 
(with a 73-percent share). Electrical machin-
ery, equipment, and parts was the top air car-
go commodity group by value with 30 per-
cent of  the total U.S.-NAFTA trade by air.

Border Crossings
In 2005, there were a total of  nearly 12 mil-
lion truck crossings into the United States 
from Canada and Mexico. These vehicles car-
ried over 11 million truck containers (both 
loaded and empty) into the country. 
By comparison, there were 2.6 million loaded 
and empty rail container crossings into the 
United States from Canada and Mexico.
Michigan recorded 2.7 million truck cross-
ings and truck container entries (loaded and 
empty), the highest number of  crossings 
from Canada, followed by New York. Texas, 
with 3.5 million truck crossings and 3.1 mil-
lion container entries (loaded and empty), re-
corded the highest number of  truck entries 
on the southern border, followed by Califor-
nia.
The land port of  Detroit, Michigan, handled 
1.7 million truck crossings and truck con-

•

•

•

•

•

tainer entries from Canada. Similarly, the 
port of  Laredo, Texas, handled 1.5 million 
truck crossings and truck container entries, 
the highest on the southern border.
Michigan recorded 730,100 rail container 
crossings (loaded and empty), the highest on 
the northern border with Texas, recording 
663,400 container crossings, the highest on 
the southern border.

The annual freight transportation data featured in 
this report are based on the Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration’s Bureau of  Transpor-
tation Statistics (BTS) Transborder Freight Dataset 
and Border Crossing/Entry Dataset.  

The Transborder Freight Dataset, released month-
ly by BTS, provides key transportation data on 
U.S. import and export merchandise trade with 
Canada and Mexico. The Transborder Freight 
data features commodity, mode, and geographic 
detail on North American freight movements un-
available from any other source.  The Border Cross-
ing/Entry data, released quarterly by BTS, provides 
counts of  incoming vehicle, container, passenger, 
and pedestrian traffi c at U.S. land border ports of  
entry. Additional information on both datasets and 
other international reports can be found on the BTS 
website at: http://www.bts.gov/itt.

•
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Overall Highlights

In 2005, the total value of  U.S. merchandise trade 
with Canada and Mexico reached an all-time high 
of  $790 billion, an increase of  11 percent over the 
$712 billion traded in 2004. This strong growth 
continues the rebound that started in 2003 after de-
clines in the two previous years. While U.S. goods 
trade with its North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) partners shows strong growth, the 
NAFTA share of  overall U.S. international goods 
trade declined for the fourth consecutive year, 
dropping from a high of  32.8 percent in 2001 to 
30.7 percent in 2005, refl ecting the rising trend in 
U.S. trade with its other trading partners (table 1).

Although the value of  U.S. merchandise trade with 
Canada and Mexico has more than doubled in 
both current and infl ation-adjusted dollars since 
the inception of  NAFTA in 1994 (table 1), it is 
the accompanying increase in volume that has had 
the greatest impact on trade corridors and trans-
portation infrastructure. From 1995 to 2005, the 
number of  truck crossings into the United States 
from Canada and Mexico increased 47 percent, 
from about 8 million crossings in 1995 to nearly 
12 million last year.    This increase in trade vol-
ume underscores the growing demands on border 
facilities at key land gateways and the major trans-
portation corridors traversing our northern and 
southern borders.

Past editions of  this annual highlights report fea-
tured land modes only; with the addition of  air 
and water to the Transborder Freight Data, this 
edition now includes all modes. Figure 1 refl ects 
this change by not only showing the trend in U.S.-
NAFTA trade since 1994 for land modes but for 

all modes as well. However, most of  the value of  
U.S.-NAFTA trade is by land modes. In 2005, these 
modes (truck, rail, and pipeline) moved freight 
shipments worth $698 billion across the borders 
with Canada and Mexico, accounting for 88 per-
cent of  U.S. trade with these two countries. 

Since 1994, the value of  freight moved among the 
three countries has averaged almost 8 percent an-
nual growth in both current and infl ation-adjusted 
terms, compared with about 7-percent growth for 
U.S. goods trade with all countries (table 1).

In 2005, both goods trade and gross domestic 
product (GDP) grew in infl ation-adjusted terms. 
Except in 2001 and 2002, during the past decade, 
U.S. trade with Canada and Mexico has increased 
at a faster rate than U.S. GDP (fi gure 2). 

In terms of  weight, nearly 679 million short tons 
of  freight were transported by all freight modes 
between the United States and its NAFTA trad-
ing partners in 2005 (table A- 1). About two-thirds 
of  this trade was with Canada, and one-third was 
with Mexico. Imports accounted for 69 percent, 
while U.S. exports to both countries accounted for 
31 percent of  the tonnage. 

Top Trading Partners 

Canada has been the number one U.S. trading part-
ner for several decades, and Mexico became num-
ber two when it surpassed Japan in 1999. China 
became our third largest trading partner in 2003 
when it surpassed Japan. In 2005, the top fi ve trad-
ing partners – Canada, Mexico, China, Japan, and 
Germany – accounted for almost 54 percent ($1.4 
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Table 1
Value of U.S. Merchandise Trade with Canada and Mexico Compared with U.S. Merchandise Trade with 
All Countries: 1994–2005

Total U.S.
international
merchandise 

trade

U.S. 
trade 
with

NAFTA 
partners

U.S 
trade 

with non-
NAFTA 
partners

U.S.-
NAFTA 
trade 

by land 
modes

Ratio 
of U.S. 

trade with 
NAFTA 

partners to 
total U.S 

trade

Ratio of 
U.S trade 
by land 

modes to 
U.S.-NAFTA 
trade by all 

modes

Total U.S.
international
merchandise 

trade

U.S. 
trade 
with

NAFTA 
partners

U.S.-
NAFTA 
trade 

by land 
modes

(Billions of current U.S. dollars)  (Percents)
(Billions of chained 2000 U.S. 

dollars)1

1994 1,176 343 833 312 29.2 90.9  1,107  323  293 

1995 1,328 380 948 338 28.6 89.1  1,219  349  311 

1996 1,420 421 999 377 29.7 89.5  1,338  397  355 

1997 1,560 475 1,084 426 30.5 89.6  1,522  464  416 

1998 1,594 503 1,091 452 31.5 89.9  1,630  514  462 

1999 1,720 559 1,161 501 32.5 89.7  1,771  575  516 

2000 2,000 653 1,347 576 32.7 88.1  2,000  653  576 

2001 1,870 614 1,256 547 32.8 89.2  1,905  625  558 

2002 1,857 604 1,253 541 32.5 89.6  1,915  622  558 

2003 1,983 629 1,354 563 31.7 89.4  1,996  633  566 

2004 2,288 712 1,576 634 31.1 89.0  2,207  687  611 

2005 2,575 790 1,785 698 30.7 88.4  2,371  727  643 

Percent change,
1994–2005 119.0 130.4 114.3 124.0 114.2 125.4 119.1

Annual average 
growth rate 
(percents) 7.4 7.9 7.2 7.6 7.2 7.7 7.4

NOTE: NAFTA = North American Free Trade Agreement. U.S. NAFTA trading partners are Canada and Mexico.
1 To compare economic changes over time, current or nominal values of currencies must be defl ated or adjusted for infl ation. In the United States, the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis (BEA) establishes indices to calculate changes between years. These are used to calculate real chained dollars. Annual changes 
in the indices are chained (multiplied) together to form a time series. Chained dollars, instead of merely refl ecting infl ation, capture the effect of relative 
changes in prices and in the composition of output. They also better refl ect cyclical fl uctuations in the economy. Chained 2000 dollars are the most currently 
available indices from BEA for adjusting for infl ation.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, based on data from 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division, FT920 U.S. Merchandise Trade 1994-2005.

trillion) of  the total U.S. international merchandise 
trade valued at $2.6 trillion.

Among the lead countries, U.S. trade with China grew 
the most between 2001 and 2005, rising at an annual 
average growth rate of  23.8 percent (table 2). In com-
parison, U.S.-Mexico trade had a 5.7 percent annual 
average growth rate, and U.S.-Canada trade recorded 
a 7.0 percent growth rate. Refl ecting these large dif-
ferences in growth rates, U.S. trade with China in 2005 
was within $5 billion of  Mexico—our second largest 
trading partner (fi gure 3). U.S. trade with Japan de-
clined for several years after 1999, followed by a slight 
rebound in 2004 and 2005.

In 2005, U.S. exports to and imports from Canada 
each grew 12 percent from 2004; the values were 
$211 billion in exports and $288 billion in imports. 
Exports to Mexico grew 8 percent from 2004 to 
$120 billion, while imports grew 9 percent to $170 
billion (table A-2).

Modal Perspective 

In 2005, land modes of  transportation carried the 
great majority (88 percent) of  goods traded with 
Canada and Mexico, a proportion that has remained 
stable since 1994 (table 1). Of  the remaining goods, 
8 percent moved by sea and 4 percent by air. 
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Figure 1
Value of U.S-Canada and U.S.-Mexico Freight Shipments: 1994–2005
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
based on data from U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. International Trade Commission, ITC Trade Data web, available at: http://dataweb.
usitc.gov/, accessed April 2006 and Transborder Freight Data Program, as of April 2006.

Transborder freight moved by land modes rose 10 
percent from 2004, to $698 billion in 2005. The 
growth rate slowed slightly from 2004, when land 
freight was up 13 percent from 2003. Imports by 
land from NAFTA partners amounted to $401 bil-
lion, and exports were $297 billion (fi gure 4). 

In 2005, U.S. merchandise trade by land modes with 
Canada was valued at $458 billion (66 percent of  
the total land trade). Imports by land mode from 
Canada were valued at $265 billion, and exports 
by land were valued at $193 billion, an increase of  
roughly 12 percent each over 2004. Trade with Mex-
ico by land modes in 2005 was valued at $240 bil-
lion and accounted for 34 percent of  U.S.-NAFTA 
land border freight. This was an increase of  7 per-
cent from 2004 compared to a 12-percent increase 
between 2003 and 2004. In 2005, imports by land 
mode from Mexico were valued at $135 billion and 
exports by land valued at $104 billion, an increase 
of  6 and 7 percent, respectively, over 2004. 

• Trucks carried over $491 billion, or 62 percent, 
of  the total value of  U.S.-NAFTA merchandise 
trade by all modes in 2005. Imports by truck were 
valued at $256 billion and exports at $235 billion 
(fi gure 5), an increase of  8 and 9 percent, respec-
tively, over 2004 (table A-2). In 2005, total U.S.-
Canada trade by truck reached an all time high of  
$295 billion, an increase of  10 percent compared 
to 2004. More freight was exported to Canada by 
truck ($151 billion) than imported by truck ($144 
billion), a trend that differs from the overall U.S. 
trade balance with Canada. 

On the northern border in 2005, there were over 
6.7 million truck crossings with 6.8 million truck 
container crossings into the United States from 
Canada. Michigan handled 2.7 million and New 
York 1.9 million incoming truck crossings, ac-
counting for 69 percent of  all truck entries from 
Canada. The state of  Washington was the only 
other state with truck crossings of  more than 
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Figure 2
U.S.-North American Merchandise Trade and Real GDP: 1994-2005
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NOTE: Real gross domestic product (GDP) and surface goods trade are in chained 2000 infl ation-adjusted dollars.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
based on data from U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. International Trade Commission, ITC Trade Dataweb, available at: 
http://dataweb.usitc.gov/, accessed April 2006, and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, National Income and 
Products Accounts, available at http://www.bea.gov/bea/dn/nipaweb/index.asp as of April 2006.

one-half  million (table A-3). The border gateways 
of  Detroit and Port Huron in Michigan with 1.7 
million and 922,000 truck crossings, respectively, 
handled almost 40 percent of  the truck crossings 
from Canada. Buffalo-Niagara Falls in New York 
handled about 1.1 million truck crossings from 
Canada (table A-4). 

The total U.S.-Mexico trade by truck reached $196 
billion in 2005, a 6-percent increase from 2004. Im-
ports by truck from Mexico were valued at $112 
billion (7-percent increase over 2004) and exports 
reached $83 billion (5-percent increase over 2004). 

On the southern border in 2005, there were more 
than 5 million truck crossings, including more than 
4.6 million container crossings into the United 
States from Mexico. The state of  Texas recorded 
3.5 million truck crossings and California 1.1 mil-
lion, accounting for more than 92 percent of  truck 

crossings into the United States from Mexico (table 
A-3). The land gateway of  Laredo, Texas, handled 
1.5 million truck entries followed by Hidalgo, Tex-
as (844,000), and El Paso, Texas (741,000) (table 
A-4). 

• Rail transborder freight accounts for almost 15 
percent of  the value of  U.S.-NAFTA trade by all 
modes. In 2005, rail transborder freight climbed 
to $116 billion, an 8-percent increase over 2004. 
Imports by rail from NAFTA partners reached 
$81 billion, and exports reached $35 billion with 
growth of  4 and 16 percent, respectively, over 
2004. In 2005, rail freight moved between the Unit-
ed States and Canada was valued at $80 billion, an 
increase of  7 percent over 2004. Rail imports from 
Canada were valued at $61 billion and exports at 
$19 billion, an increase of  5 and 16 percent, re-
spectively, over 2004. U.S. merchandise trade with 
Mexico by rail was valued at $37 billion, an increase 



North American Freight Transportation: U.S. Trade with Canada and Mexico 7

Figure 3
Value of U.S Goods Trade with Top Five Trading Partners: 2001-2005
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, based on 
data from U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division, U.S. Exports of Merchandise CD and U.S. Imports of 
Merchandise CD, various annual December CDs 2001-2005.

Table 2
Value of U.S. Merchandise Trade with Top 5 Trading Partners: 2001–2005
(Billions of current U.S. dollars)

Ranked by 2005 merchandise 
trade 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Percent
change 2001-2005

Average annual growth 
rate, 2001-2005

Canada  381  371  394  445  499  31.2 7.0

Mexico  233  232  236  267  290  24.6 5.7

China  122  147  181  231  285  134.8 23.8

Japan  184  173  170  184  194  5.0 1.2

Germany  89  89  97  109  119  33.3 7.4

Total value of U.S international 
trade  1,870  1,857  1,983  2,288 

 
2,575  37.7 8.3

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, based on data 
from the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division, FT920 U.S. Merchandise Trade 2001-2005.
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Figure 4
Value of U.S. Goods Trade with Canada and Mexico by Land Modes: 1994–2005
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NOTE: Land modes = truck, rail, and pipeline. Air and vessel are excluded.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
Transborder Freight Data, as of April 2006.

of  8 percent over 2004. Rail imports from Mexico 
were valued at $21 billion and exports at $16 bil-
lion, an increase of  3 and 16 percent, respectively, 
over 2004 (table A-2). 

In 2005, about 33,000 trains crossed into the Unit-
ed States from Canada with more than 1.9 million 
containers. Michigan received about one-third of  
the freight rail traffi c from Canada --10,000 trains 
and 730,000 rail containers. Minnesota had the sec-
ond largest number of  train crossings from Canada 
(8,100), and North Dakota had the second most 
incoming rail containers with over 300,000 entries 
(table A-3). 

In 2005, there were over 9,400 train crossings with 
about 730,000 container crossings into the United 
States from Mexico. The majority of  these contain-
ers came in through Texas, which handled 8,000 
train entries and 663,000 container crossings. Train 
and rail container entries into Texas accounted for 
84 and 91 percent of  all the southern border rail 

traffi c, respectively. Since 2001, there has been a siz-
able increase in rail containers entering the United 
States from Mexico. Between 2001 and 2005, rail 
container crossings into California grew 77 percent 
while Texas had a 29-percent increase (table A-3). 

• Pipelines carried more than 6 percent of  the 
value of  U.S.-NAFTA trade by all modes in 2005. 
The value of  commodities moved by pipelines rose 
to $52 billion in 2005, a 34-percent increase from 
2004, U.S. trade with Canada accounted for 99 per-
cent of  this activity. Most of  this pipeline trade is 
imports from Canada worth nearly $49 billion. By 
comparison, U.S. pipeline exports to Canada were 
valued at $2.4 billion (table A-2). 

In addition to the goods transported by surface 
modes described above, air and maritime carriers 
moved merchandise worth over $91 billion in 2005. 
This was a 17-percent increase from 2004 and rep-
resented about a 12-percent share of  the total U.S.-
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Figure 5
U.S. Goods Trade with Canada and Mexico by Mode: 2001-2005
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
Transborder Freight Data, as of April 2006.

NAFTA goods trade. Exports were $34 billion and 
imports were $57 billion (table A-2).

• Air cargo trade accounted for 4 percent of  total 
U.S.-NAFTA trade in 2005. Air cargo trade with 
Canada and Mexico reached $33 billion, a 3-per-
cent increase over 2004. In 2005, there was no sig-
nifi cant growth in air trade with Canada. Imports 
from Canada by air were valued at $8.5 billion and 
exports to Canada were valued at $14.3 billion, 
both similar to 2004. U.S. imports from Mexico 
by air were valued at $3.9 billion, an increase of  
13 percent over 2004. Exports to Mexico by air 
reached $6.4 billion, a 7-percent increase over 2004 
(table A-2) 

• Maritime trade accounted for 7 percent of  the 
total U.S.-NAFTA trade by value. In 2005, the to-
tal U.S.-NAFTA merchandise trade by vessel was 
valued at over $58 billion, a 27-percent increase 
compared to 2004. Of  this U.S.-NAFTA maritime 
freight activity in 2005, trade with Canada valued 
at $18.2 billion, an increase of  about 32 percent 

over 2004. Imports from Canada were valued at 
$14.0 billion and exports were valued at $4.2 billion 
(table A-2).

In 2005, U.S. maritime trade with Mexico (over $40 billion) 
was valued at more than twice that of Canada, accounting 
for 69 percent of the U.S.-NAFTA maritime freight activ-
ity. Maritime imports from Mexico reached $31 billion and 
exports were $9 billion. 

Modal Roles by Value and Weight 

The relative modal shares are very different when U.S.-
NAFTA trade is measured by the weight of the transport-
ed goods as opposed to value of shipments (fi gure 6). In 
2005, water transportation carried more freight, in terms 
of tonnage, than any other mode in U.S.-NAFTA trade. 
An estimated 237 million short tons moved over water, 
accounting for about 34 percent of the weight, but less 
than the 246 million short tons recorded in 2004. Water 
transportation was followed by truck, pipeline, rail, 
and air in tonnage. 
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Figure 6
Modal Shares of U.S Goods Trade with NAFTA Partners by Value and Weight: 2005
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NOTE: These data refl ect U.S. import and export trade with Canada and Mexico. Weights of export shipments by land modes are 
estimates from the Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
Transborder Freight Data as of April 2006. 

Water is dominant in terms of  weight because it 
moves heavy bulk products (e.g., grains and crude 
petroleum), while higher value-per-ton commodi-
ties (e.g., fresh fl owers, electrical machinery) are 
more often moved by air, truck, and rail. Water 
transportation dominated U.S.-Mexico trade by 
weight, moving 44 percent of  the tonnage; water 
accounted for 26 percent of  U.S.-Canada trade 
tonnage. 

In terms of  value, trucks transported over 62 per-
cent of  U.S.-NAFTA trade goods in 2005 (fi gure 6). 
However, trucks moved only about 28 percent of  
the weight of  U.S.-NAFTA trade goods (fi gure 6). 
In 2005, trucks moved 22 percent of  U.S.-NAFTA 
import tonnage compared with an estimated 42 
percent of  export tonnage. 

Trucks were more dominant in U.S. freight activ-
ity with Mexico, accounting for 67 percent of  the 
value compared to 59 percent with Canada.

Pipelines accounted for 7 percent of  the U.S.-
NAFTA trade by value and 13 percent by weight 
(86 million short tons). 

The relative modal roles by weight also vary for 
U.S.-Canada and U.S.-Mexico trade. For example, 
in 2005, rail transported about 24 percent of  the 
weight of  U.S. trade with Canada but just 14 per-
cent of  U.S.-Mexico trade. In total, rail accounted 
for 21 percent of  U.S.-NAFTA trade by weight.

Air accounted for 4 percent of  the value of  U.S.-
NAFTA freight, but less than one-tenth of  1 per-
cent of  the weight. Goods shipped by air tend to 
be lighter in weight and high value per ton.

Freight by State and Port 

The distribution of  U.S. trade with Canada and 
Mexico and the movement of  this freight continue 
to impact the U.S. transportation network, particu-
larly at major border entry points and north-south 
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highway corridors. In 2005, Texas was the top state 
by trade value with about $127 billion in goods 
trade with the NAFTA partners, an increase of  11 
percent from 2004. Michigan had a more modest 
increase of  2 percent, reaching $98 billion. Cali-
fornia ranked third with $80 billion (table A-5a). 
Together, these top three states were the origin and 
destination for nearly 40 percent of  the total value 
of  U.S.-NAFTA trade in 2005.

Michigan topped the list of  states for value of  mer-
chandise trade with Canada in 2005. Goods trans-
ported between Michigan and Canada totaled $73 
billion, which was more than double the value of  
goods moved between the second ranked state and 
Canada. Michigan was followed by California, New 
York, and Illinois (table A-6a). The top 2 states 
trading with Mexico accounted for 51 percent of  
the value of  total U.S.-Mexico merchandise trade 
in 2005. Texas was the number one ranked state by 
value of  good transported to and from Mexico fol-
lowed by California and Michigan (table A-6b). 

Two of  the four largest U.S. land ports are in Mich-
igan – Detroit and Port Huron (table A-7). In 2005, 
these two ports combined handled over $198 billion 
of  freight. This activity is larger than the $96 bil-
lion of  land trade for which Michigan is the origin 
or destination, because these ports serve as trade 
gateways for all states nationwide. The land ports 
of  entry at Detroit and Port Huron experienced an 
increase of  15 and 4 percent respectively, yet the 
state of  Michigan itself  recorded only a 2 percent 
increase in U.S.-NAFTA trade by land modes. 

On the southern border, the land ports of  Laredo, 
El Paso, and Hidalgo, all in Texas, also serve as na-
tional gateways, handling trade valued at $155 bil-
lion, far above the total of  $98 billion for which 
Texas is the origin or destination. These three ports 
in Texas accounted for 22 percent of  all U.S.-NAF-
TA land trade. Freight passing through Texas’ larg-
est port, Laredo, saw a 5-percent increase in 2005 
following an almost 14-percent increase in 2004 
(table A-7). The state of  Texas had a 7-percent in-

crease in land mode trade in 2005 compared to a 
16-percent rise at the state level in 2004. 

The top 10 U.S. land gateways handled more than 70 
percent of  total value of  goods traded with the NAF-
TA partners transported by land modes. 

Between 2004 and 2005, the fastest growing U.S. states 
in terms of  percentage increase in value of  NAFTA 
merchandise trade were New Hampshire and Oklaho-
ma. In terms of  a change in the actual value if  NAFTA 
merchandise trade, the state with the largest increase in 
2005 was Texas, despite experiencing a percent change 
below the average for all states (table A-5a). 

In 2005, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, and Colorado 
recorded the highest percentage increase in trade with 
Canada over the previous year. Rhode Island and 
Alaska had the highest percent increase with Mexico 
between 2004 and 2005 (table A-6a & 6b). 

Overall in 2005, merchandise trade declined in four 
states—Maine , Delaware, West Virginia, and Vir-
ginia. Of  these states, Maine’s decline was steepest, 
31 percent, refl ecting a sharp drop in trade with 
Canada (table A-5a). 

In 2005, Texas surpassed Michigan as the top state 
for value of  NAFTA trade by land modes. About 
$98 billion in freight was transported by land modes 
between Texas and Canada and Mexico. Michigan 
was ranked second and California third with $96 
billion and $70 billion in trade, respectively (table 
A-5b). The value of  freight transported by land 
mode between Illinois (the fourth ranked state) 
and the NAFTA partners increased by nearly $7 
billion, more than any other state in 2005. 

California was the leading origin and destination state for 
air shipments with Canada and Mexico, accounting for 22 
percent of the total value of U.S.-NAFTA air freight in 
2005. The second and third ranked states were Texas and 
New York for both Canada and Mexico (table A-8). The 
value of air shipments for the top three combined 
was 42 percent of  U.S.-NAFTA air freight. 
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Texas was the number one state by value for vessel 
shipments to and from Mexico. More freight was 
moved between Mexico and Texas by water ($23 
billion) than between Canada and all 50 states by 
water in 2005. The second and third leading states 
in U.S.-Mexico waterborne trade were those with 
ports along the Gulf  of  Mexico; Louisiana and 
Mississippi (table A-8). These top three states ac-
counted for 77 percent of  the value of  vessel ship-
ments between the U.S. and Mexico. The top states 
for value of  freight moved between the U.S. and 
Canada by vessel in 2005 were New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, and Texas, accounting for 42 per-
cent of  the $18 billion in U.S.-Canada waterborne 
freight trade. 

Freight Shipments by Commodity and 
Mode
Just 10 commodity groups, with shipments valued 
at $570 billion, accounted for 73 percent of  all 
U.S.-NAFTA freight shipments in 2005. Exports 
of  these top 10 commodity groups were valued at 
$225 billion amounting to 68 percent of  the total 
U.S. exports to Canada and Mexico. Imports of  the 
10 commodity groups were valued at $345 billion – 
76 percent of  the total imports from our NAFTA 
partners (table A-9). 

Top Commodities 

Ranked by value, motor vehicles and parts was the 
leading commodity group transported between the 
United States and our NAFTA partners in 2005 
(fi gure 7). Nearly $1 out of  every $5 (18.2 percent) 

Figure 7
Top Commodities’ Share of the Value of U.S. Merchandise Trade with Canada and Mexico by All 
Modes: 2005

All other commodities

Furniture, lamps, and prefabricated buildings

Wood and articles of wood

Paper and paperboard

Measuring and testing instruments

**Special classification provisions

Plastics and articles thereof

Electrical machinery, equipment, and parts

*Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, and parts

Mineral fuels, oils, and waxes

Motor vehicles and parts

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Percentage

NOTE: Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities. 

* “Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84). The majority of trade for this commodity is computer-related 
machinery and parts.

** “Special classifi cation provisions” is primarily made up of U.S. goods exported and returned without having been improved in value or condition for 
imports and an estimate of low value shipments for exports.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder 
Freight Data, as of April 2006 
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Figure 8
Top Commodities’ Share of the Weight of U.S. Merchandise Trade with Canada and 
Mexico by All Modes: 2005

All other commodities
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NOTES: These data refl ect U.S. import and export trade with Canada and Mexico. Weights of export shipments by land modes are estimates 
from the Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
*“Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84). The majority of trade for this commodity is com-
puter-related machinery and parts. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
Transborder Freight Data as of April 2006. 

of  freight shipments between the United States 
and its NAFTA partners involved motor vehicles 
and parts, totaling $143 billion. Of  this, $104 bil-
lion was traded with Canada, and $38 billion was 
traded with Mexico (table A-9). The dominance 
of  motor vehicles and parts refl ects the continued 
integration of  automotive production across the 
borders of  the three countries. 

Motor vehicles and parts was the leading commod-
ity in U.S.-Canada land mode trade and third for 
U.S.-Mexico land mode trade (table A-9). 

Electrical machinery and equipment was the top 
commodity traded with Mexico in 2005 – $63 bil-
lion compared to $33 billion with Canada (table A-
9). About 37 percent of  this trade with Mexico was 
exports and 63 percent imports. Nearly, the reverse 

is true for U.S.-Canada trade in these goods–67 
percent was exports and 33 percent imports. 

By tonnage, the top 10 commodities made up about 
76 percent of  U.S. freight traded with Canada and 
Mexico. At the head of  the list by a large margin was 
mineral fuels, oils, and waxes (HS 27), which account-
ed for 39 percent of  the freight tonnage moved by all 
modes between the United States and NAFTA part-
ners (fi gure 8). No other commodity group accounted 
for even 10 percent of  the total tonnage.

Commodities by Mode 

Truck–While trucks transport many goods between 
the United States and the NAFTA partners, just a few 
commodity groups account for the bulk of transborder 
truck shipments. For example, the top 10 commodi-
ties transported by truck in U.S.-NAFTA trade, 

•
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with shipments valued at $347 billion, accounted 
for 71 percent of  the total U.S.-NAFTA truck 
freight. The 10 leading commodities moved by 
truck in U.S.-Canada trade were valued at $203 bil-
lion and represented 69 percent of  all U.S.-Canada 
truck trade. The top 10 commodities traded with 
Mexico by truck totaled $148 billion or 76 percent 
of  U.S. Mexico truck trade (table A-10). 

Computer related machinery and parts and other 
items grouped under the two digit commodity code 
for nuclear reactors, machinery, and parts1 were 
the leading commodities moved by truck in U.S.-
NAFTA trade for 2005, totaling $83 billion. Trucks 
transported $48 billion worth as exports and $35 
billion as imports. Of  the $83 billion of  this com-
modity hauled by trucks in 2005, about $49 billion 
went to and from Canada and $34 billion to and 
from Mexico (table A-10).

Electrical machinery, equipment, and parts was the 
second largest commodity group in U.S.-NAFTA 
trade by value transported by truck for 2005, total-
ing just under $83 billion. This commodity group 
was the largest by value transported between the 
U.S. and Mexico overall and by truck, $59 billion. 

Motor vehicles and parts is the third leading com-
modity moved by truck in U.S.-NAFTA trade, val-
ued at $81 billion. Additionally, it was the leading 
commodity traded between the United States and 
Canada valued at $66 billion (table A-10).

Rail–The top 10 commodities moved by rail 
amounted to $98 billion and accounted for 84 
percent of  all commodities transported by rail in 
U.S.-NAFTA trade. The leading commodity trans-
ported by rail was motor vehicles and parts, for a 
total of  $57 billion in 2005, and accounting for 49 
percent of  the total U.S.-NAFTA rail freight. Of  
this, $14 billion was exports and $43 billion was 
imports (table A-11). Rail shipments of  this com-
modity in 2005 amounted to $37 billion between 

1 Despite the name “Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade 
under this commodity grouping (HS 84). The majority of trade for this 
commodity is computer-related machinery and parts.

•

the United States and Canada, and $20 billion be-
tween the United States and Mexico. 

Pipeline–In 2005, about $52 billion worth of  
commodities were transported by pipeline in U.S.-
NAFTA trade, an increase of  31 percent compared 
to 2004. The majority of  this trade (94 percent) 
was imports from Canada, about $49 billion. In 
contrast, pipelines moved $543 million (all exports) 
between the U.S. and Mexico, an increase from $87 
million traded in 2004. The overwhelming majority 
of  the trade carried by pipelines is mineral fuels, 
oils and waxes (table A-12). 

Air–The top commodity group moved by air 
with both Canada and Mexico by value was elec-
trical machinery, equipment, and parts, valued at 
$10 billion; which is just under one-third the value 
of  all U.S.-NAFTA air freight in 2005 (table A-
13). Similar to the concentration of  commodities 
moved by surface modes, a few commodity groups 
account for the majority of  U.S.-NAFTA air cargo. 
The top 10 commodities moved by air accounted 
for 92 percent of  air cargo trade. 

Vessel–In U.S.-NAFTA trade, maritime vessel 
transportation is important for trade in bulk com-
modities in the Gulf  of  Mexico, especially petro-
leum-related products. The top commodity group 
transported by vessel with both Canada and Mexico 
in terms of  value and weight was mineral fuel, oils, 
and waxes, valued at about $43 billion, this com-
modity group made up 73 percent of  the value of  
U.S.-NAFTA maritime freight in 2005 (table A-14). 
The second largest commodity group transported 
by vessel between the U.S. and our NAFTA part-
ners was organic chemicals, which made up less 
than 7 percent of  NAFTA freight by water.

For more information on the data presented in this re-
port please visit our website at: http://www.bts.gov/itt.

•

•

•
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Table A-1

Weight of U.S. Merchandise Shipments with Canada and 
Mexico by Mode of Transportation: 2005
(Thousands of short tons)

Total Exports1 Imports

ALL MODES 678,841 210,958 467,883

  Canada 449,609 135,269 314,340

  Mexico 229,232 75,689 153,543

Vessel 255,874 64,311 191,563

  Canada 118,340 39,191 79,150

  Mexico 137,534 25,120 112,414

Truck1 190,797 88,865 101,932

  Canada 133,494 61,696 71,798

  Mexico 57,303 27,169 30,134

Rail1 140,966 47,513 93,453

  Canada 107,909 25,348 82,561

  Mexico 33,057 22,165 10,892

Pipeline1 85,604 4,858 80,746

  Canada 84,706 3,960 80,746

  Mexico 899 899 0

Air 421 274 146

  Canada 289 214 75

  Mexico 131 60 71

All other land modes1 5,179 5,137 42

  Canada 4,872 4,862 10

  Mexico 307 275 32
1 Weights of export shipments by land modes are not collected in the administrative records 
that provide offi cial U.S. trade data. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics has estimated the 
land mode export tonnage using value-to-weight ratios derived from imported commodities.  
Value-to-weight ratios for exported commodities may differ from imported commodities.

NOTE: “All other land modes” includes shipments made by mail, foreign trade zones, other, 
and unknown modes of transportation.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology 
Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data, as of April 2006. 

Appendix Tables
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Table A-2

Value of U.S. Merchandise Shipments with Canada and Mexico by Mode of Transportation:  2004 and 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Total U.S.-NAFTA Partner Trade U.S. Exports to NAFTA Partners U.S. Imports from NAFTA Partners

2004 2005
Percent
change 2004 2005

Percent
change 2004 2005

Percent
change

TOTAL, ALL MODES 711,647 789,537 10.9 299,877 331,469 10.5 411,771 458,068 11.2

 Canada 445,029 499,291 12.2 189,101 211,420 11.8 255,928 287,870 12.5

 Mexico 266,618 290,247 8.9 110,775 120,049 8.4 155,843 170,198 9.2

TOTAL, ALL LAND MODES 633,563 697,987 10.2 269,182 297,184 10.4 364,381 400,803 10.0

 Canada 408,613 458,310 12.2 171,878 192,907 12.2 236,735 265,402 12.1

 Mexico 224,950 239,677 6.5 97,304 104,277 7.2 127,646 135,400 6.1

Truck total 452,953 490,526 8.3 215,247 234,563 9.0 237,706 255,963 7.7

 Canada 268,660 294,917 9.8 135,897 151,222 11.3 132,762 143,696 8.2

 Mexico 184,293 195,609 6.1 79,349 83,341 5.0 104,944 112,268 7.0

Rail total 108,360 116,458 7.5 30,229 35,070 16.0 78,131 81,388 4.2

 Canada 74,544 79,928 7.2 16,597 19,322 16.4 57,947 60,606 4.6

 Mexico 33,816 36,530 8.0 13,633 15,748 15.5 20,183 20,782 3.0

Pipeline total 38,500 51,704 34.3 1,671 2,937 75.7 36,829 48,766 32.4

 Canada 38,413 51,160 33.2 1,584 2,394 51.1 36,828 48,766 32.4

 Mexico 87 543 521.0 87 543 523.2 <0.5 <0.5 NA

All other land modes total 1 33,750 39,299 16.4 22,034 24,614 11.7 11,716 14,648 25.0

 Canada 26,997 32,304 19.7 17,800 19,970 12.2 9,197 12,334 34.1

 Mexico 6,753 6,995 3.6 4,234 4,644 9.7 2,518 2,351 -6.6

TOTAL, AIR & VESSEL 78,085 91,551 17.2 30,695 34,285 11.7 47,390 57,266 20.8

 Canada 36,416 40,981 12.5 17,223 18,513 7.5 19,193 22,468 17.1

 Mexico 41,669 50,570 21.4 13,472 15,772 17.1 28,197 34,797 23.4

Air total 32,013 33,078 3.3 20,165 20,704 2.7 11,848 12,374 4.4

 Canada 22,544 22,735 0.8 14,152 14,264 0.8 8,392 8,471 0.9

 Mexico 9,469 10,342 9.2 6,013 6,439 7.1 3,456 3,903 12.9

Vessel total 46,072 58,473 26.9 10,529 13,582 29.0 35,542 44,891 26.3

 Canada 13,872 18,246 31.5 3,071 4,249 38.4 10,801 13,997 29.6

 Mexico 32,199 40,227 24.9 7,458 9,333 25.1 24,741 30,894 24.9

NOTES:  NAFTA = North American Free Trade Agreement; U.S. NAFTA partners are Canada and Mexico;  NA = Not applicable.

1 The value of trade for “All other land modes” includes shipments made by mail, foreign trade zones, other, and unknown modes of transportation.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data as 
of April 2006.
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Table A-3

Number of Truck Crossings into the U.S from Canada and Mexico by State: 2001 - 2005 

State Name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Northern border total  6,776,909  6,915,973  6,728,228  6,903,882  6,703,226 -1.1 -2.9

Alaska  11,963  12,323  11,406  11,134  10,406 -13.0 -6.5

Idaho  56,478  58,332  49,794  49,198  51,804 -8.3 5.3

Maine  530,485  511,305  477,906  520,248  494,704 -6.7 -4.9

Michigan  2,534,370  2,640,808  2,625,761  2,715,757  2,737,154 8.0 0.8

Minnesota  127,961  116,971  109,728  103,065  86,696 -32.2 -15.9

Montana  198,215  188,195  156,264  167,678  164,357 -17.1 -2.0

New York  1,902,876  2,011,373  2,000,515  1,987,117  1,902,771 -0.0 -4.2

North Dakota  360,486  350,409  330,468  340,862  335,970 -6.8 -1.4

Vermont  319,700  319,686  314,181  334,051  259,241 -18.9 -22.4

Washington  734,375  706,571  652,205  674,772  660,123 -10.1 -2.2

Southern border total  4,304,959  4,426,593  4,238,045  4,503,688  5,028,709 16.8 11.7

Arizona  336,090  311,907  313,250  323,196  346,444 3.1 7.2

California  1,027,815  1,067,411  1,019,908  1,110,758  1,122,784 9.2 1.1

New Mexico  34,216  32,603  33,263  33,716  38,664 13.0 14.7

Texas  2,906,838  3,014,672  2,871,624  3,036,018  3,520,817 21.1 16.0

Number of Truck Container (loaded and empty) Crossings into the U.S. from Canada and Mexico by 
State: 2001 - 2005 

State Name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Northern border total  6,591,357  6,820,052  6,606,187  6,775,329  6,769,051 2.7 -0.1

Alaska  9,932  10,009  9,605  9,771  8,345 -16.0 -14.6

Idaho  56,577  58,305  49,967  48,266  51,157 -9.6 6.0

Maine  353,068  468,749  485,682  509,944  492,542 39.5 -3.4

Michigan  2,605,114  2,650,543  2,589,200  2,661,631  2,674,597 2.7 0.5

Minnesota  125,457  118,653  109,289  102,963  88,031 -29.8 -14.5

Montana  198,084  189,316  155,603  165,167  152,397 -23.1 -7.7

New York  1,862,948  1,990,530  1,995,820  1,978,035  1,994,093 7.0 0.8

North Dakota  365,063  349,059  328,962  351,968  357,904 -2.0 1.7

Vermont  283,441  292,349  284,606  281,538  288,486 1.8 2.5

Washington  731,673  692,539  597,453  666,046  661,499 -9.6 -0.7

Southern border total  4,288,332  4,434,441  4,293,226  4,512,900  4,677,562 9.1 3.6

Arizona  327,020  315,086  310,948  319,872  344,617 5.4 7.7

California  1,014,338  1,076,999  1,091,189  1,135,850  1,128,457 11.3 -0.7

New Mexico  32,882  31,736  32,039  32,348  38,868 18.2 20.2

Texas  2,914,092  3,010,620  2,859,050  3,024,830  3,165,620 8.6 4.7

Table continues on the next page
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Table A-3 (continued)

Number of Train Crossings into the U.S. from Canada and Mexico by State: 2001 - 2005 

State Name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Northern border total  33,577  32,822  34,137  33,267  33,078 -1.5 -0.6

Alaska  316  279  264  253  301 -4.7 19.0

Idaho  703  845  934  1,000  1,130 60.7 13.0

Maine  1,303  1,082  1,132  1,478  1,264 -3.0 -14.5

Michigan  10,312  9,669  10,237  9,679  10,349 0.4 6.9

Minnesota  9,693  9,737  10,452  9,454  8,099 -16.4 -14.3

Montana  358  339  367  413  382 6.7 -7.5

New York  5,139  5,192  4,713  4,882  4,771 -7.2 -2.3

North Dakota  1,764  1,980  2,182  2,090  3,185 80.6 52.4

Vermont  1,034  908  987  884  802 -22.4 -9.3

Washington  2,955  2,791  2,869  3,134  2,795 -5.4 -10.8

Southern border total  7,469  7,757  7,774  7,844  9,462 26.7 20.6

Arizona  635  607  457  444  785 23.6 76.8

California  628  578  509  562  727 15.8 29.4

New Mexico  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA NA

Texas  6,206  6,572  6,808  6,838  7,950 28.1 16.3

Number of Rail Container (loaded and empty) Crossings into the U.S. from Canada and Mexico by 
State: 2001 - 2005

State Name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Northern border total  1,779,345  1,827,384  1,868,245  1,950,909  1,940,666 9.1 -0.5

Alaska  NA  NA  NA  NA  109  NA  NA 

Idaho  59,323  65,171  74,499  78,133  88,821 49.7 13.7

Maine  56,071  36,875  31,843  44,299  44,909 -19.9 1.4

Michigan  794,810  761,795  757,819  751,600  730,100 -8.1 -2.9

Minnesota  274,882  318,460  325,632  333,657  251,118 -8.6 -24.7

Montana  27,004  26,631  28,176  39,996  29,399 8.9 -26.5

New York  261,565  256,359  257,598  276,112  295,236 12.9 6.9

North Dakota  168,261  200,013  219,001  225,284  304,989 81.3 35.4

Vermont  41,726  53,742  52,427  56,764  53,851 29.1 -5.1

Washington  95,703  108,338  121,250  145,064  142,134 48.5 -2.0

Southern border total  582,361  601,987  607,370  675,305  728,559 25.1 7.9

Arizona  58,667  52,236  45,685  46,899  46,831 -20.2 -0.1

California  10,327  10,732  10,597  15,091  18,313 77.3 21.4

New Mexico  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA NA

Texas  513,367  539,019  551,088  613,315  663,415 29.2 8.2

NOTES: Border crossing data accounts for incoming vehicles only.

NA = Data are not applicable or are unavailable.

* 2005 Border Crossing Data are preliminary.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, based on data from 
the Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection, Offi ce of Management Reporting, Data Warehouse CD-ROM, December 2001 
- December 2005.
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Table A-4

Top 10 Ports for Truck Crossings into the U.S. from Canada: 2001 - 2005  (Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Detroit, MI  1,642,042  1,670,565  1,634,319  1,701,452  1,745,318 6.3 2.6
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY  1,123,971  1,208,095  1,162,961  1,175,254  1,142,411 1.6 -2.8
Port Huron, MI  828,802  907,729  928,074  945,962  922,401 11.3 -2.5
Champlain-Rouses Pt., NY  382,319  371,059  387,962  397,317  388,869 1.7 -2.1
Blaine, WA  471,731  410,256  365,089  371,701  354,264 -24.9 -4.7
Alexandria Bay/Cape 
Vincent, NY  277,159  305,516  297,220  252,745  232,186 -16.2 -8.1
Pembina, ND  219,733  203,416  201,761  208,035  198,843 -9.5 -4.4
Sumas, WA  133,648  144,586  131,455  136,807  146,625 9.7 7.2
Calais, ME  143,659  133,432  135,260  137,574  138,494 -3.6 0.7
Derby Line, VT  141,444  142,283  136,521  136,353  134,130 -5.2 -1.6

Top 10 Ports for Truck Crossings into the U.S. from Mexico: 2001 - 2005  (Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Laredo, TX  1,403,914  1,441,653  1,354,229  1,391,850  1,455,607 3.7 4.6
Hidalgo, TX  368,395  390,282  406,064  454,351  843,889 129.1 85.7
El Paso, TX  660,583  705,199  659,614  719,545  740,654 12.1 2.9
Otay Mesa/San Ysidro, CA  708,446  731,291  697,152  726,164  730,253 3.1 0.6
Calexico East, CA  256,715  276,390  261,140  312,227  320,212 24.7 2.6
Nogales, AZ  249,237  242,237  243,365  247,553  266,233 6.8 7.5
Brownsville, TX  251,613  248,869  229,389  226,289  234,640 -6.7 3.7
Eagle Pass, TX  97,658  89,856  88,272  100,100  97,729 0.1 -2.4
Tecate, CA  60,887  57,655  59,363  69,670  69,586 14.3 -0.1
Del Rio, TX  59,942  72,039  65,609  64,061  64,075 6.9 0.0

Top 10 Ports for Truck Container (loaded and empty) Crossings into the U.S. from Canada: 2001 - 2005  
(Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Detroit, MI 1,722,185 1,668,496 1,588,769 1,638,062 1,678,177 -2.6 2.4
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY 1,123,481 1,208,096 1,162,950 1,175,884 1,142,274 1.7 -2.9
Port Huron, MI 813,616 907,291 927,740 947,907 924,776 13.7 -2.4
Champlain-Rouses Pt., NY 369,194 351,000 378,783 381,434 374,524 1.4 -1.8
Blaine, WA 482,611 409,786 338,762 377,645 346,691 -28.2 -8.2
Alexandria Bay/Cape 
Vincent, NY 252,170 305,234 301,163 259,871 337,909 34.0 30.0
Pembina, ND 219,392 203,501 200,982 218,698 222,155 1.3 1.6
Sumas, WA 134,246 149,949 133,131 140,112 163,552 21.8 16.7
Calais, ME 144,168 133,350 131,323 134,322 136,832 -5.1 1.9
Derby Line, VT 135,712 131,843 126,735 127,233 133,406 -1.7 4.9

Top 10 Ports for Truck Container (loaded and empty) Crossings into the U.S. from Mexico: 2001 - 2005  
(Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Laredo, TX 1,404,683 1,437,580 1,345,099 1,387,648 1,455,504 3.6 4.9
Otay Mesa/San Ysidro, CA 715,847 726,318 711,526 726,166 744,278 4.0 2.5
El Paso, TX 667,155 714,931 665,422 717,245 734,851 10.1 2.5
Hidalgo, TX 364,138 386,985 405,238 453,222 494,572 35.8 9.1
Calexico East, CA 235,739 291,116 317,709 337,360 311,136 32.0 -7.8
Nogales, AZ 249,662 248,190 243,766 248,979 268,358 7.5 7.8
Brownsville, TX 254,301 247,047 225,441 229,688 238,956 -6.0 4.0
Eagle Pass, TX 97,654 89,633 88,272 100,100 97,736 0.1 -2.4
Tecate, CA 60,954 57,573 59,465 69,652 70,270 15.3 0.9
Del Rio, TX 61,665 68,267 61,976 57,492 58,464 -5.2 1.7

Table continues on the next page
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Table A-4 (continued)

Top 10 Ports for Train Crossings into the U.S. from Canada: 2001 - 2005  (Number of crossings) 

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Port Huron, MI  5,518  4,707  5,447  5,276  6,344 15.0 20.2
International Falls, MN  3,650  3,662  3,928  3,720  3,980 9.0 7.0
Detroit, MI  4,098  4,278  4,246  3,936  3,602 -12.1 -8.5
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY  3,107  3,320  2,963  2,976  2,918 -6.1 -1.9
Warroad, MN  2,817  2,953  3,062  2,656  2,551 -9.4 -4.0
Portal, ND  1,756  1,977  2,096  1,998  2,167 23.4 8.5
Baudette, MN  2,110  2,001  2,416  2,053  1,568 -25.7 -23.6
Blaine, WA  1,537  1,385  1,473  1,725  1,537 0.0 -10.9
Champlain-Rouses Pt., NY  1,404  1,247  1,164  1,360  1,321 -5.9 -2.9
Eastport, ID  703  845  934  1,000  1,130 60.7 13.0

Top 10 Ports for Train Crossings into the U.S. from Mexico: 2001 - 2005  (Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Laredo, TX 2,941 3,270 3,510 3,443  3,459 17.6 0.5
Eagle Pass, TX 1,676 1,718 1,624 1,653  1,812 8.1 9.6
El Paso, TX 785 620 629 744  1,618 106.1 117.5
Brownsville, TX 803 964 1,045 998  1,045 30.1 4.7
Nogales, AZ 635 607 457 444  785 23.6 76.8
Calexico East, CA 246 248 230 273  415 68.7 52.0
Otay Mesa/San Ysidro, CA 232 230 230 272  239 3.0 -12.1
Tecate, CA 150 100 49 17  73 -51.3 329.4

Top 10 Ports for Rail Container Crossings (loaded and empty) into the U.S. from Canada: 2001 - 2005  
(Number of crossings) 

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Port Huron, MI 449,299 424,635 458,551 474,175  457,275 1.8 -3.6
International Falls, MN 205,430 238,515 252,699 259,165  251,118 22.2 -3.1
Portal, ND 168,137 199,637 217,390 224,896  231,832 37.9 3.1
Detroit, MI 304,591 293,300 254,688 234,823  231,482 -24.0 -1.4
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY 150,525 149,359 149,916 153,665  153,772 2.2 0.1
Blaine, WA 73,713 86,232 98,752 122,556  123,209 67.1 0.5
Champlain-Rouses Pt., NY 78,799 74,035 68,762 77,027  90,716 15.1 17.8
Eastport, ID 59,323 65,171 74,499 78,133  88,821 49.7 13.7
Noyes, MN 69,452 79,945 72,933 74,492  71,666 3.2 -3.8
Trout River/Fort Covington/
Chateaugay, NY

32,241 32,964 38,920 45,420  50,748 57.4 11.7

Top Ports for Rail Container Crossings (loaded and empty) into the U.S. from Mexico: 2001 - 2005  
(Number of crossings)

Port name 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005*
Percent change 

01-05
Percent change 

04-05

Laredo, TX 273,935 296,782 313,244 317,061  316,402 15.5 -0.2
El Paso, TX 44,537 47,410 50,893 110,992  143,741 222.7 29.5
Brownsville, TX 101,787 96,591 98,622 97,803 105,175 303 7.5
Eagle Pass, TX 93,108 98,236 88,329 87,459 98,089 5.3 12.2
Nogales, AZ 58,667 52,236 45,685 46,899  46,831 -20.2 -0.1
Calexico East, CA 5,460 5,549 6,924 9,568 12,358 126.3 29.2
Otay Mesa/San Ysidro, CA 3,453 3,548 3,441 5,491 5,862 69.8 6.8

NOTES: Border crossing data accounts for incoming vehicles only.

* 2005 Border Crossing Data are preliminary.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, based on data from the 
Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection, Offi ce of Management Reporting, Data Warehouse CD-ROM, December 2001 - December 
2005.
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Table A- 5a Table A-5b 

Value of U.S.-NAFTA Trade Moved by All Modes 
by State: 2004 and 2005
Ranked by 2005 U.S.– NAFTA All Mode Trade  
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Value of U.S.-NAFTA Trade Moved by Land 
Modes by State: 2004 and 2005 
Ranked by 2005 U.S. - NAFTA Land Mode Trade  
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

U.S.– NAFTA Trade by All Modes U.S. –NAFTA Trade by Land Modes

U.S. State 2004 2005
Percent
change U.S. State 2004 2005

Percent
change

All U.S. states 711,647 789,537 10.9 All U.S. states 633,563 697,987 10.2
Texas 114,313 126,590 10.7 Texas 91,554 98,062 7.1
Michigan 96,208 97,771 1.6 Michigan 94,079 95,565 1.6
California 74,940 80,335 7.2 California 66,104 70,309 6.4
Illinois 35,504 42,735 20.4 Illinois 33,226 40,079 20.6
New York 35,632 39,389 10.5 New York 32,309 36,026 11.5
Ohio 34,872 37,100 6.4 Ohio 33,209 35,516 6.9
Pennsylvania 20,064 23,108 15.2 Pennsylvania 18,460 21,268 15.2
Indiana 19,290 21,073 9.2 Indiana 18,688 20,351 8.9
Washington 16,501 20,067 21.6 Tennessee 15,632 19,063 22.0
Tennessee 16,260 19,768 21.6 Washington 15,205 18,480 21.5
Minnesota 13,085 15,485 18.3 Minnesota 11,941 14,747 23.5
New Jersey 13,307 14,856 11.6 Georgia 11,944 13,343 11.7
Georgia 13,111 14,561 11.1 Wisconsin 11,461 12,757 11.3
North Carolina 12,709 13,744 8.1 North Carolina 11,718 12,523 6.9
Wisconsin 12,093 13,266 9.7 Kentucky 10,697 12,215 14.2
Kentucky 11,130 12,681 13.9 New Jersey 10,140 11,155 10.0
Arizona 10,548 12,302 16.6 Arizona 9,362 10,943 16.9
Massachusetts 10,694 11,524 7.8 Missouri 9,400 9,995 6.3
Florida 9,927 10,949 10.3 Massachusetts 8,740 9,424 7.8
Missouri 9,662 10,407 7.7 Florida 7,108 8,078 13.6
Louisiana 6,616 8,934 35.0 Iowa 6,488 7,573 16.7
Iowa 6,613 7,697 16.4 South Carolina 6,236 7,065 13.3
Oregon 6,194 7,537 21.7 Oregon 5,616 6,899 22.8
South Carolina 6,586 7,362 11.8 Vermont 4,935 6,197 25.6
Virginia 6,659 6,635 -0.4 Virginia 5,815 5,737 -1.4
Connecticut 5,394 6,544 21.3 Connecticut 4,590 5,712 24.4
Vermont 5,031 6,280 24.8 Colorado 4,022 5,495 36.6
Colorado 4,444 5,972 34.4 Alabama 4,285 4,794 11.9
New Hampshire 2,288 5,970 160.9 Kansas 3,829 4,417 15.3
Alabama 4,977 5,572 12.0 Maryland 3,890 4,130 6.2
Mississippi 4,753 5,477 15.2 Oklahoma 2,872 3,921 36.5
Kansas 4,271 5,058 18.4 Montana 3,193 3,675 15.1
Maryland 4,324 4,801 11.0 Louisiana 2,587 3,010 16.4
Oklahoma 3,038 4,220 38.9 Maine 2,815 2,989 6.2
Maine 5,466 3,793 -30.6 Utah 2,240 2,659 18.7
Montana 3,206 3,692 15.1 Arkansas 2,422 2,524 4.2
Utah 2,661 2,813 5.7 Wyoming 2,056 2,425 17.9
Arkansas 2,541 2,602 2.4 West Virginia 2,322 2,345 1.0
West Virginia 2,618 2,600 -0.7 Mississippi 2,039 2,332 14.4
Wyoming 2,151 2,476 15.1 Nebraska 1,793 2,319 29.3
Nebraska 1,859 2,393 28.7 New Hampshire 1,905 2,317 21.6
North Dakota 1,889 2,056 8.9 North Dakota 1,877 2,043 8.8
Rhode Island 1,522 1,946 27.8 Nevada 1,241 1,490 20.1
Nevada 1,619 1,877 15.9 Delaware 1,458 1,265 -13.2
Delaware 1,837 1,667 -9.2 Rhode Island 1,071 1,136 6.1
Idaho 1,117 1,307 17.1 Idaho 975 1,113 14.2
South Dakota 932 1,106 18.7 South Dakota 848 1,048 23.6
New Mexico 805 943 17.2 New Mexico 746 864 15.9
Alaska 690 770 11.6 Alaska 343 337 -1.8
Hawaii 146 153 4.2 District of Columbia 94 113 20.2
District of Columbia 111 126 14.0 Hawaii 91 90 -0.5
U.S. State Unknown 29,440 31,447 6.8 U.S. State Unknown 27,891 30,056 7.8

NOTE: Total for all U.S. states includes data for shipments where the U.S. state of origin or destination was unknown.  For imports, the U.S. state of destination 
refl ects the state of the importer of record, this state may not always represent the ultimate physical destination of shipments.  For exports, the U.S. state of ori-
gin typically refl ects the state of origin where the goods were grown, manufactured or otherwise produced, in some instances, however, it may not always refl ect 
the actual state of physical origin.  Shipments for Hawaii are intermodal, and are included in this dataset because a portion of the shipment moves by  a land 
mode either from its origin or to its fi nal destination.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data 
as of April 2006.
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Table A-6a Table A-6b 

Value of U.S.-Canada Trade Moved by All Modes 
by State: 2004 and 2005 
Ranked by 2005 U.S. – Canada Trade  
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Value of U.S.-Mexico Trade Moved by All Modes 
by State: 2004 and 2005 
Ranked by 2005 U.S. - Mexico Trade  
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

U.S.– Canada Trade by All Modes U.S.– Mexico Trade by All Modes

U.S. State 2004 2005
Percent
change U.S. State 2004 2005

Percent
change

All U.S. states 445,029 499,291 12.2 All U.S. states 266,618 290,247 8.9
Michigan 70,275 73,019 3.9 Texas 93,197 101,744 9.2
California 32,568 34,576 6.2 California 42,372 45,759 8.0
New York 30,357 33,391 10.0 Michigan 25,932 24,752 -4.6
Illinois 27,233 33,007 21.2 Illinois 8,271 9,728 17.6
Ohio 28,841 30,877 7.1 Arizona 7,524 8,902 18.3
Texas 21,116 24,846 17.7 Louisiana 4,436 6,312 42.3
Pennsylvania 16,292 18,779 15.3 Ohio 6,031 6,223 3.2
Washington 15,224 18,626 22.3 New York 5,276 5,998 13.7
Indiana 13,787 15,493 12.4 Indiana 5,504 5,580 1.4
Tennessee 11,038 14,201 28.7 Tennessee 5,222 5,567 6.6
Minnesota 11,459 13,697 19.5 North Carolina 5,027 5,019 -0.2
New Jersey 10,297 11,890 15.5 Georgia 4,255 4,775 12.2
Wisconsin 9,460 10,047 6.2 Pennsylvania 3,771 4,329 14.8
Georgia 8,855 9,785 10.5 Florida 3,950 4,120 4.3
Massachusetts 9,227 9,685 5.0 Mississippi 3,316 3,806 14.8
Kentucky 8,542 9,296 8.8 Kentucky 2,588 3,385 30.8
North Carolina 7,682 8,725 13.6 Wisconsin 2,633 3,219 22.3
Missouri 7,046 7,477 6.1 New Jersey 3,010 2,966 -1.5
Florida 5,977 6,829 14.3 Missouri 2,617 2,930 12.0
Vermont 4,982 6,221 24.9 South Carolina 1,860 2,556 37.4
Iowa 5,092 5,898 15.8 Oregon 1,931 2,226 15.3
Virginia 5,415 5,514 1.8 Alabama 1,759 1,843 4.8
New Hampshire 1,874 5,379 187.0 Massachusetts 1,467 1,839 25.4
Oregon 4,263 5,311 24.6 Connecticut 1,548 1,818 17.5
South Carolina 4,725 4,805 1.7 Iowa 1,522 1,799 18.2
Connecticut 3,847 4,726 22.9 Minnesota 1,626 1,788 9.9
Colorado 3,208 4,482 39.7 Maryland 1,573 1,564 -0.5
Alabama 3,218 3,728 15.9 Colorado 1,236 1,490 20.6
Maine 5,389 3,712 -31.1 Washington 1,277 1,441 12.8
Montana 3,167 3,650 15.3 Kansas 1,244 1,441 15.8
Kansas 3,027 3,617 19.5 Virginia 1,244 1,122 -9.9
Arizona 3,024 3,400 12.4 Oklahoma 795 920 15.6
Oklahoma 2,243 3,300 47.1 Nebraska 592 767 29.5
Maryland 2,752 3,236 17.6 Arkansas 631 749 18.7
Louisiana 2,180 2,622 20.3 New Hampshire 414 592 42.9
Wyoming 2,071 2,397 15.7 Rhode Island 383 581 51.8
Utah 2,217 2,374 7.1 New Mexico 488 544 11.5
West Virginia 2,016 2,173 7.8 Delaware 596 515 -13.5
North Dakota 1,796 1,925 7.2 Utah 443 440 -0.9
Arkansas 1,910 1,853 -3.0 West Virginia 602 427 -29.1
Mississippi 1,437 1,671 16.2 Nevada 288 423 46.9
Nebraska 1,267 1,627 28.4 South Dakota 262 304 15.9
Nevada 1,331 1,454 9.2 Alaska 116 173 48.5
Rhode Island 1,139 1,364 19.8 Idaho 119 133 12.0
Idaho 998 1,174 17.6 North Dakota 93 131 41.3
Delaware 1,241 1,152 -7.2 Maine 77 81 5.6
South Dakota 670 803 19.7 Wyoming 80 79 -1.6
Alaska 573 597 4.2 Vermont 49 59 20.8
New Mexico 317 399 25.8 Montana 39 42 6.4
Hawaii 130 145 11.0 District of Columbia 19 20 6.5
District of Columbia 92 106 15.5 Hawaii 16 8 -50.7
U.S. State Unknown 22,141 24,228 9.4 U.S. State Unknown 7,298 7,219 -1.1

NOTE: Total for all U.S. states includes data for shipments where the U.S. state of origin or destination was unknown.  For imports, the U.S. state of destination 
refl ects the state of the importer of record, this state may not always represent the ultimate physical destination of shipments.  For exports, the U.S. state of 
origin typically refl ects the state of origin where the goods were grown, manufactured or otherwise produced, in some instances, however, it may not always 
refl ect the actual state of physical origin.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight 
Data as of April 2006.



North American Freight Transportation: U.S. Trade with Canada and Mexico 23

Table A-7

Top U.S. Land Ports by Value of U.S. - NAFTA Land Mode Trade: 2004 and 2005
(Thousands of current U.S. dollars)

All land modes Truck Rail

U.S. Port 2004 2005
Percent 
change 2004 2005

Percent 
change 2004 2005

Percent 
change

U.S.-NAFTA trade
  total 633,562,711 697,986,537 10.2 452,952,617 490,526,073 8.3 108,360,115 116,458,049 7.5

Top 10 ports 460,654,100 496,490,667 7.8 361,393,164 388,514,296 7.5 87,600,121 91,540,874 4.5

Detroit, MI 113,807,623  130,472,954 14.6 94,019,507 108,787,980 15.7 19,278,278 20,974,877 8.8

Laredo, TX 89,510,852  93,677,520 4.7 63,985,424 66,825,760 4.4 25,398,735 26,626,769 4.8

Buffalo-Niagara, NY 68,351,546  70,496,006 3.1 52,316,608 53,685,529 2.6 10,261,965 8,901,701 -13.3

Port Huron, MI 65,918,609  68,211,620 3.5 37,741,459 38,056,379 0.8 23,959,562 24,137,431 0.7

El Paso, TX 42,779,555  42,974,144 0.5 39,531,129 39,523,578 -0.0 2,928,668 3,038,581 3.8

Otay Mesa, CA 22,188,749  24,417,334 10.0 22,171,883 24,400,619 10.1 NA NA NA

Champlain-Rouses
  Pt., NY 15,971,247  18,276,177 14.4 14,173,910 14,960,690 5.6 1,133,615 2,211,356 95.1

Hidalgo, TX 15,877,171  18,265,477 15.0 15,863,990 18,242,670 15.0 2,020 6,801 236.7

Blaine, WA 14,175,533  15,636,488 10.3 11,074,258 12,103,716 9.3 3,092,083 3,517,212 13.7

Nogales, AZ 12,073,215  14,062,948 16.5 10,514,995 11,927,375 13.4 1,545,195 2,126,145 37.6

U.S.-Canada trade
  total 408,612,969 458,309,568 12.2 268,659,618 294,917,252 9.8 74,543,847 79,928,208 7.2

Top 10 ports 323,649,709 355,308,710 9.8 247,417,702 271,258,289 9.6 63,095,059 66,303,971 5.1

Detroit, MI 113,668,714 130,335,743 14.7 93,882,632 108,651,125 15.7 19,276,281 20,974,533 8.8

Buffalo-Niagara, NY 68,283,239 70,429,244 3.1 52,248,579 53,618,837 2.6 10,261,760 8,901,686 -13.3

Port Huron, MI 65,879,966 68,173,480 3.5 37,704,369 38,019,382 0.8 23,959,412 24,136,286 0.7

Champlain-Rouses
  Pt., NY 15,945,026 18,254,762 14.5 14,147,689 14,939,276 5.6 1,133,615 2,211,356 95.1

Blaine, WA 14,175,533 15,636,488 10.3 11,074,258 12,103,716 9.3 3,092,083 3,517,212 13.7

Alexandria Bay, NY 11,008,768 11,818,139 7.4 11,005,130 11,812,617 7.3 NA NA NA

Pembina, ND 10,744,181 12,703,124 18.2 10,213,646 11,952,546 17.0 199,400 216,833 8.7

Sweetgrass, MT 9,008,514 10,123,454 12.4 6,591,707 7,763,106 17.8 940,339 1,043,943 11.0

Portal, ND 8,006,892 9,995,460 24.8 4,179,980 5,298,735 26.8 3,712,307 4,609,034 24.2

Highgate Springs, VT 6,928,876 7,838,816 13.1 6,369,713 7,098,948 11.4 519,862 693,087 33.3

U.S.-Mexico trade
  total 224,949,742 239,676,970 6.5 184,292,998 195,608,821 6.1 33,816,269 36,529,841 8.0

Top 10 ports 211,103,066 227,451,596 7.7 179,566,108 190,261,125 6.0 33,587,526 36,269,312 8.0

Laredo, TX 89,510,852 93,677,520 4.7 63,985,424 66,825,760 4.4 25,398,735 26,626,769 4.8

El Paso, TX 42,779,555 42,974,144 0.5 39,531,129 39,523,578 -0.0 2,928,668 3,038,581 3.8

Otay Mesa, CA 22,188,749 24,417,334 10.0 22,171,883 24,400,619 10.1 NA NA NA

Hidalgo, TX 15,877,171 18,265,477 15.0 15,863,990 18,242,670 15.0 2,020 6,801 236.7

Nogales, AZ 12,073,215 14,062,948 16.5 10,514,995 11,927,375 13.4 1,545,195 2,126,145 37.6

Brownsville-Cameron,
  TX 10,677,779 11,395,111 6.7 9,800,070 10,415,716 6.3 787,761 924,944 17.4

Calexico East, CA 9,942,717 10,750,234 8.1 9,645,911 10,424,004 8.1 166,244 156,910 -5.6

Eagle Pass, TX 4,098,505 7,690,044 87.6 4,098,505 4,283,099 4.5 2,758,847 3,388,990 22.8

Del Rio, TX 2,797,360 3,038,923 8.6 2,797,043 3,038,457 8.6 48 159 230.7

Santa Teresa, NM 1,157,163 1,179,861 2.0 1,157,156 1,179,847 2.0 7 14 95.2

NOTES: NA = Not applicable.  Truck and rail modes will not sum to total land trade by port because not all land modes are included here. Other land modes include 
pipeline, mail, unknown, and miscellaneous.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data as of 
April 2006.
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Table A-8

Leading States by Value and Weight of U.S-NAFTA Air Freight and Maritime Cargo: 2005
(Ranked by total U.S.-NAFTA column)

 Air Freight  Maritime Cargo 

 Value of imports by air (million $)  Value of imports by vessel (million $) 

 U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA  U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA 
 All U.S. states  8,471  3,903  12,374  All U.S. states  13,997  30,894  44,891 
 California  1,441  737  2,178  Texas  1,105  17,004  18,109 
 Texas  1,145  577  1,722  Louisiana  230  3,873  4,103 
 New York  659  376  1,035  New Hampshire  3,429  10  3,439 
 Florida  379  365  744  Mississippi  0.2  2,951  2,952 
 Illinois  239  299  538  New Jersey  2,240  484  2,723 
 North Carolina  296  141  436  California  858  1,520  2,379 
 Michigan  228  183  410  Illinois  101  1,106  1,206 
 Arizona  298  67  365  Michigan  299  825  1,123 
 Massachusetts  279  55  334  Massachusetts  901  16  917 
 Ohio  171  155  325  Pennsylvania  703  76  779 

 Value of exports by air (million $)  Value of exports by vessel (million $) 

 U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA  U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA 

 All U.S. States  14,264  6,439  20,704  All U.S. States  4,249  9,333  13,582 
 California  3,210  1,856  5,065  Texas  843  5,562  6,405 
 Texas  1,634  659  2,293  Louisiana  138  1,568  1,706 
 New York  977  513  1,490  Washington  525  35  560 
 Florida  564  444  1,008  Florida  56  429  485 
 Arizona  605  387  992  New York  126  308  435 
 Illinois  592  261  853  Pennsylvania  379  25  404 
 Massachusetts  616  211  827  California  234  170  403 
 Indiana  361  169  530  Ohio  318  5  323 
 New Jersey  398  117  515  Michigan  287  12  299 
 Ohio  358  107  465  Alaska  119  153  272 

 Air Freight  Maritime Cargo 

 Weight of imports by air (short tons)  Weight of imports by vessel (short tons) 

 U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA  U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA 

 All U.S. states  75,334  70,926  146,260  All U.S. states  79,149,518  112,413,751  191,563,269 
 California  13,225  11,465  24,690  Texas  3,751,136  62,727,840  66,478,976 
 Texas  8,656  6,274  14,930  Louisiana  756,814  16,512,097  17,268,911 
 Florida  2,651  11,697  14,348  Mississippi  23  11,933,995  11,934,018 
 Michigan  3,583  6,730  10,313  California  4,360,430  6,998,145  11,358,575 
 New York  5,130  3,133  8,264  Ohio  8,874,523  56,893  8,931,416 
 North Carolina  4,714  2,973  7,687  New Hampshire  8,750,015  16,769  8,766,783 
 Illinois  1,903  5,398  7,301  New Jersey  6,692,268  1,703,353  8,395,622 
 Ohio  1,960  2,553  4,513  Florida  5,109,304  2,996,457  8,105,761 
 Tennessee  1,658  2,175  3,833  Washington  6,941,261  590,625  7,531,887 
 Georgia  1,779  1,613  3,392  Michigan  7,042,797  176,834  7,219,632 

 Weight of exports by air (short tons)  Weight of exports by vessel (short tons) 

 U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA  U.S. state  Canada  Mexico  U.S.-NAFTA 

 All U.S. States  123,593  39,769  163,362  All U.S. States  39,190,569  25,120,293  64,310,863 
 California  32,694  10,787  43,481  Texas  1,695,576  13,475,618  15,171,194 
 Texas  23,218  5,574  28,792  Louisiana  540,451  7,517,188  8,057,639 
 Illinois  9,692  3,795  13,487  Missouri  6,101,266  4,555  6,105,821 
 Ohio  10,647  2,367  13,015  Michigan  5,620,094  10,151  5,630,245 
 New York  9,472  3,150  12,622  Minnesota  4,747,915  30,273  4,778,188 
 Florida  6,209  5,515  11,724  Ohio  4,240,188  1,179  4,241,366 
 Michigan  6,793  4,137  10,930  Pennsylvania  3,608,147  30,341  3,638,487 
 Nebraska  10,510  199  10,709  Washington  1,939,941  74,357  2,014,298 
 North Carolina  6,875  2,553  9,428  Maryland  1,759,950  30,683  1,790,632 
 Pennsylvania  7,484  1,692  9,176  Wyoming  1,752,077  -  1,752,077 

NOTES: Total for all U.S. states includes data for shipments where the U.S. state of origin or destination was unknown. U.S. state Air trade value equals imports to 
the U.S. state of destination .  The U.S. state of destination refl ects the state of the importer of record.  This state may not always represent the ultimate physical 
destination of shipments. Shipments for Hawaii are intermodal and are included in this dataset because a portion of the shipment moves by a land mode from either 
its origin or fi nal destination.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data as 
of April 2006.
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Table A-9

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Trade by All Modes: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts  142,529  53,993  88,536 18.2
2 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes  105,082  13,516  91,566 13.4
3 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts  99,880  58,764  41,116 12.7
4 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts  95,926  45,251  50,675 12.2
5 39 Plastics and articles thereof  32,072  19,149  12,924 4.1
6 98 **Special classifi cation provisions  24,129  9,688  14,442 3.1
7 90 Measuring and testing instruments  19,091  10,547  8,544 2.4
8 48 Paper and paperboard  18,208  7,011  11,197 2.3
9 44 Wood and articles of wood  17,254  2,727  14,527 2.2
10 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings  15,586  4,529  11,057 2.0

Total, top 10 commodities 569,758 225,173 344,584 72.6
  Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 72.6 67.9 76.0
Total, all commodities 784,673 331,469 453,203 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by All Modes: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts 104,393 42,671 61,722 21.1
2 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 73,915 8,144 65,771 14.9
3 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 58,393 38,688 19,705 11.8
4 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 32,561 21,724 10,837 6.6
5 39 Plastics and articles thereof 20,297 9,806 10,491 4.1
6 44 Wood and articles of wood 16,368 2,179 14,188 3.3
7 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 15,560 5,695 9,865 3.1
8 48 Paper and paperboard 14,981 4,559 10,421 3.0
9 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 9,637 2,702 6,935 1.9
10 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings 9,332 3,538 5,794 1.9

Total, top 10 commodities 355,436 139,707 215,730 71.9
  Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 71.9 66.1 76.2
Total, all commodities 494,426 211,420 283,006 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Trade by All Modes: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 63,366 23,528 39,838 21.8
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 41,487 20,076 21,411 14.3
3 87 Motor vehicles and parts 38,136 11,322 26,814 13.1
4 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 31,166 5,372 25,794 10.7
5 39 Plastics and articles thereof 11,775 9,342 2,433 4.1
6 90 Measuring and testing instruments 10,121 3,762 6,359 3.5
7 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 8,570 3,993 4,577 3.0
8 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings 6,254 991 5,263 2.2
9 73 Articles of iron or steel 4,794 2,427 2,367 1.7
10 62 Not knitted or crocheted apparel 4,315 473 3,842 1.5

Total, top 10 commodities 219,983 81,286 138,697 75.8
  Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 75.8 67.7 81.5
Total, all commodities 290,247 120,049 170,198 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

* “Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84).  The majority of trade for this commodity is computer-related machin-
ery and parts.

** “Special classifi cation provisions” is primarily made up of U.S. goods exported and returned without having been improved in value or condition for imports and 
an estimate of low value shipments for exports.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data 
as of April 2006.



26 North American Freight Transportation: U.S. Trade with Canada and Mexico

Table A-10

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Trade by Truck: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 83,438 48,106 35,332 17.0
2 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 82,946 36,491 46,455 16.9
3 87 Motor vehicles and parts 80,873 37,435 43,438 16.5
4 39 Plastics and articles thereof 23,936 14,863 9,072 4.9
5 90 Measuring and testing instruments 14,783 7,297 7,486 3.0
6 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings 14,614 3,783 10,831 3.0
7 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 13,594 2,044 11,550 2.8
8 48 Paper and paperboard 12,587 5,814 6,773 2.6
9 73 Articles of iron or steel 11,803 5,870 5,932 2.4
10 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 8,530 3,845 4,686 1.7

Total, top 10 commodities 347,102 165,548 181,554 70.8
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 70.8 70.6 70.9 0.0
Total, all commodities 490,526 234,563 255,963 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by Truck: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts 65,723 32,061 33,662 22.3
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 49,241 31,944 17,298 16.7
3 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 23,979 15,638 8,341 8.1
4 39 Plastics and articles thereof 14,209 6,941 7,268 4.8
5 48 Paper and paperboard 9,824 3,764 6,060 3.3
6 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 9,225 1,757 7,467 3.1
7 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings 8,492 2,862 5,631 2.9
8 44 Wood and articles of wood 7,664 1,749 5,914 2.6
9 73 Articles of iron or steel 7,646 3,688 3,958 2.6
10 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 6,553 2,479 4,074 2.2

Total, top 10 commodities 202,557 102,883 99,674 68.7
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 68.7 68.0 69.4 0.0
Total, all commodities 294,917 151,222 143,696 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Trade by Truck: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 58,967 20,853 38,114 30.1
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 34,197 16,163 18,034 17.5
3 87 Motor vehicles and parts 15,150 5,374 9,775 7.7
4 39 Plastics and articles thereof 9,727 7,923 1,804 5.0
5 90 Measuring and testing instruments 9,115 3,040 6,075 4.7
6 94 Furniture, lamps and prefabricated buildings 6,121 921 5,200 3.1
7 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 4,369 286 4,083 2.2
8 73 Articles of iron or steel 4,157 2,182 1,974 2.1
9 62 Not knitted or crocheted apparel 3,878 435 3,443 2.0
10 48 Paper and paperboard 2,762 2,050 713 1.4

Total, top 10 commodities 148,443 59,226 89,216 75.9
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 75.9 71.1 79.5
Total, all commodities 195,609 83,341 112,268 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

*”Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84).  The majority of trade for this commodity is computer-re-
lated machinery and parts.

** “Special classifi cation provisions” is primarily made up of U.S. goods exported and returned without having been improved in value or condition for 
imports and an estimate of low value shipments for exports.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder 
Freight Data as of April 2006.
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Table A-11

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Partner Trade by Rail: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts 57,044 14,391 42,653 49.0
2 44 Wood and articles of wood 8,140 238 7,902 7.0
3 39 Plastics and articles thereof 7,116 3,433 3,682 6.1
4 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 5,208 2,224 2,985 4.5
5 48 Paper and paperboard 4,838 761 4,077 4.2
6 29 Organic chemicals 3,664 1,885 1,779 3.1
7 72 Iron and Steel 3,389 1,774 1,615 2.9
8 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 3,159 490 2,668 2.7
9 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 3,015 919 2,096 2.6
10 47 Pulp of wood or other fi brous cellulosic material 2,542 671 1,871 2.2

Total, top 10 commodities 98,113 26,786 71,327 84.2
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 84.2 76.4 87.6
Total, all commodities 116,458 35,070 81,388 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by Rail: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts 36,825 8,817 28,008 46.1
2 44 Wood and articles of wood 8,073 175 7,899 10.1
3 39 Plastics and articles thereof 5,322 2,143 3,178 6.7
4 48 Paper and paperboard 4,452 423 4,029 5.6
5 29 Organic chemicals 3,232 1,474 1,758 4.0
6 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 2,757 94 2,663 3.4
7 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 2,619 528 2,091 3.3
8 72 Iron and Steel 2,300 1,188 1,112 2.9
9 47 Pulp of wood or other fi brous cellulosic material 2,055 184 1,871 2.6
10 31 Fertilizers 1,718 157 1,560 2.1

Total, top 10 commodities 69,352 15,182 54,169 86.8
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 86.8 78.6 89.4
Total, all commodities 79,928 19,322 60,606 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Partner Trade by Rail: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 87 Motor vehicles and parts 20,219 5,574 14,645 55.3
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 3,972 1,794 2,178 10.9
3 39 Plastics and articles thereof 1,794 1,290 504 4.9
4 22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar 1,151 23 1,128 3.2
5 72 Iron and Steel 1,089 586 503 3.0
6 10 Cereals 914 912 2 2.5
7 12 Seed, fruit, plants, straw and other 705 705 0.2 1.9
8 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 592 206 385 1.6
9 47 Pulp of wood or other fi brous cellulosic material 487 487 0.0 1.3
10 73 Articles of iron or steel 466 139 327 1.3

Total, top 10 commodities 31,390 11,719 19,672 85.9
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 85.9 74.4 94.7
Total, all commodities 36,530 15,748 20,782 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

*”Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84).  The majority of trade for this commodity is com-
puter-related machinery and parts.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Trans-
border Freight Data as of April 2006.
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Table A-12

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Partner Trade by Pipeline: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 51,440 2,937 48,503 99.5

2 47 Pulp of wood or of other fi brous cellulosic material 140 0.0 140 0.3

3 29 Organic chemicals 88 0.1 88 0.2

4 28 Inorganic chemicals, precious metals and 
radioactive elements 35 0.0 35 0.1

5 25 Salt, sulfur, earths and stone, plastering materials, 
lime and cement 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0

6 22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0

7 44 Wood and articles of wood 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total, all commodities 51,704 2,937 48,766 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by Pipeline: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 50,897 2,394 48,503 99.5

2 47 Pulp of wood or of other fi brous cellulosic material 140 0.0 140 0.3

3 29 Organic chemicals 88 0.1 88 0.2

4 28 Inorganic chemicals, precious metals and 
radioactive elements 35 0.0 35 0.1

5 25 Salt, sulfur, earths and stone, plastering materials, 
lime and cement 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0

6 22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0

7 44 Wood and articles of wood 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total, all commodities 51,160 2,394 48,766 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Trade by Pipeline: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 543 543 0 100.0

Total, all commodities 543 543 0 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics, Transborder Freight Data as of April 2006.
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Table A-13

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Partner Trade by Air: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 10,053 6,472 3,581 30.4
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 8,356 5,748 2,608 25.3
3 90 Measuring and testing instruments 3,531 2,515 1,016 10.7
4 71 Pearls, stones, metals imitation jewelry 2,563 1,506 1,057 7.7
5 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 2,524 15 2,509 7.6
6 88 Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof 1,575 1,339 236 4.8
7 30 Pharmaceutical products 1,152 897 254 3.5
8 29 Organic chemicals 299 217 81 0.9
9 87 Motor vehicles and parts 262 167 95 0.8
10 82 Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, of 

base metal 251 201 50 0.8
Total, top 10 commodities 30,565 19,077 11,488 92.4
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 92.4 92.1 92.8
Total, all commodities 33,078 20,704 12,374 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by Air: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 6,516 4,170 2,346 28.7
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 5,561 4,005 1,557 24.5
3 90 Measuring and testing instruments 2,700 1,935 764 11.9
4 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 2,118 13 2,106 9.3
5 71 Pearls, stones, metals imitation jewelry 1,654 1,090 564 7.3
6 88 Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof 1,305 1,073 231 5.7
7 30 Pharmaceutical products 694 450 244 3.1
8 82 Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, of 

base metal 182 155 27 0.8
9 29 Organic chemicals 178 127 51 0.8
10 49 Printed books and products of the printing industry 150 79 71 0.7

Total, top 10 commodities 21,059 13,097 7,961 92.6
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 92.6 91.8 94.0
Total, all commodities 22,735 14,264 8,471 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Trade by Air: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
Percent 
of total

1 85 Electrical machinery, equipment and parts 3,537 2,301 1,235 34.2
2 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 2,794 1,743 1,051 27.0
3 71 Pearls, stones, metals imitation jewelry 908 415 493 8.8
4 90 Measuring and testing instruments 831 580 251 8.0
5 30 Pharmaceutical products 457 447 10 4.4
6 98 **Special classifi cation provisions 406 3 404 3.9
7 88 Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof 271 266 5 2.6
8 29 Organic chemicals 121 90 31 1.2
9 87 Motor vehicles and parts 120 64 56 1.2
10 61 Knitted or crocheted apparel 78 14 65 0.8

Total, top 10 commodities 9,523 5,923 3,600 92.1
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 92.1 92.0 92.2
Total, all commodities 10,342 6,439 3,903 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

*”Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84).  The majority of trade for this commodity is com-
puter-related machinery and parts.

** “Special classifi cation provisions” is primarily made up of U.S. goods exported and returned without having been improved in value or condi-
tion for imports and an estimate of low value shipments for exports.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Trans-
border Freight Data as of April 2006.
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Table A-14

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - NAFTA Partner Trade by Vessel: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
 Percent 
of total 

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 42,593 6,220 36,374 72.8
2 29 Organic chemicals 3,837 2,928 909 6.6
3 87 Motor vehicles and parts 2,366 75 2,290 4.0
4 72 Iron and Steel 1,389 127 1,262 2.4
5 26 Ores, slag and ash 970 568 402 1.7
6 10 Cereals 694 638 56 1.2
7 25 Salt, sulfur, earths and stone, plastering materials, lime and 

cement 564 77 488 1.0
8 61 Knitted or crocheted apparel 539 163 376 0.9
9 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 514 435 79 0.9
10 28 Inorganic chemicals, precious metals and radioactive 

elements 461 323 138 0.8
Total, top 10 commodities 53,927 11,554 42,373 92.2
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 92.2 85.1 94.4
Total, all commodities 58,473 13,582 44,891 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Canada Trade by Vessel: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
 Percent 
of total 

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 13,298 2,421 10,876 72.9
2 29 Organic chemicals 1,262 555 707 6.9
3 26 Ores, slag and ash 949 563 386 5.2
4 25 Salt, sulfur, earths and stone, plastering materials, lime and 

cement 449 72 377 2.5
5 44 Wood and articles of wood 391 17 374 2.1
6 28 Inorganic chemicals, precious metals and radioactive 

elements 377 281 97 2.1
7 48 Paper and paperboard 323 2 321 1.8
8 72 Iron and Steel 217 10 207 1.2
9 76 Aluminum and articles thereof 185 9 176 1.0
10 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 120 79 41 0.7

Total, top 10 commodities 17,571 4,009 13,562 96.3
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 96.3 94.4 96.9
Total, all commodities 18,246 4,249 13,997 100.0

Top 10 Commodities by Value for U.S. - Mexico Trade by Vessel: 2005
(Millions of current U.S. dollars)

Rank
Commodity 

code Description Total Exports Imports
 Percent 
of total 

1 27 Mineral fuels, oils and waxes 29,296 3,799 25,497 72.8
2 29 Organic chemicals 2,575 2,373 202 6.4
3 87 Motor vehicles and parts 2,360 73 2,287 5.9
4 72 Iron and Steel 1,173 117 1,055 2.9
5 10 Cereals 613 613 0 1.5
6 61 Knitted or crocheted apparel 537 162 374 1.3
7 84 *Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and parts 394 356 39 1.0
8 62 Not knitted or crocheted apparel 389 25 364 1.0
9 12 Seed, fruit, plants, straw and other 369 369 0 0.9
10 22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar 207 8 199 0.5

Total, top 10 commodities 37,913 7,895 30,018 94.2
    Top 10 share of all commodities (percent) 94.2 84.6 97.2
Total, all commodities 40,227 9,333 30,894 100.0

NOTE:  Commodity code is the Harmonized Schedule (HS) for internationally traded commodities.

*”Nuclear reactors” is a very small portion of trade under this commodity grouping (HS 84).  The majority of trade for this commodity is computer-related machinery 
and parts.

** “Special classifi cation provisions” is primarily made up of U.S. goods exported and returned without having been improved in value or condition for imports and an 
estimate of low value shipments for exports.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transborder Freight Data as of 
April 2006.
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