Jeff Hendrickson <livingonthecreek@yahoo.com> 

05/22/2007 12:07 PM

To
Group A-AND-R-DOCKET@EPA


Subject
comments to proposed HOV lane regulation regarding hybrid cars

I have been trying for an hour to access Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2005 0173 

on your website, to comment on the proposed rule for allowing hybrid cars 

to use HOV lanes on highways, and the docket entry does not appear to 

exist.  I have used both the basic and advanced search at 

www.regulations.gov and it does not work.  This is supposed to be a public 

docket.  There are also conflicting directions as to what email address to 

send comments to, some places saying send email to pugliese.holly@epa.gov 

and others saying send comments to this email.  This is all very 

frustrating and confusing.

My comment:

There should be an additional criteria for the use of hybrid cars with 

only one passenger on HOV lanes:  a minimum combined gas mileage of 40 

miles per gallon.  Gas guzzling SUVs, even hybrids, should not be allowed 

simply because they achieve a 25% or 50% improvement over other similar 

gas-guzzling SUVs.  If you are going to reward hybrid owners for saving 

gas, then only reward those cars that really make a difference.  SUVs 

primarily use the hybrid technology to increase horsepower, not to 

increase gas mileage, and therefore, SUVs should have to achieve some 

minimum threshold of gas mileage to even be considered.  40 mpg seems to 

be a good starting point, since most of the passenger cars, except the 

Honda Accord Hybrid, get over 40mpg.  The Honda Accord Hybrid should not 

be on the approved list either.  I know, I just bought a new Honda 

non-hybrid Accord and the Honda dealer itself talked me out of the hybrid 

because he said there was no significant savings in gas mileage.  

In short, the new regulation should be:

1.  A vehicle that obtains a minimum combined city/highway fuel economy of 

40 miles per gallon and 

2.  Either one of the following: 

a.  A dedicated alternative fuel vehicle, or 

b.  A hybrid vehicle achieving 50 percent or better in-city fuel economy 

or 25 percent or better in combined city/highway fuel economy compared to 

a similar gasoline fueled vehicle. 

Signed,

Jeff Hendrickson

13131 Old Fredericktown Rd.

East Liverpool, Ohio 43920

330-385-4590

