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How to read this guide

This guide consists of three primary sections with a series of extensive appendixes and 
an index. This style provides the most flexibility for users with considerable differences of 
interest and level of detail. Much of the detailed and expanded explanatory information can 
be found in the appendixes, including a Glossary of Landslide Terms. References are pro-
vided for more information. 

Please note

For ease of reading, references are numbered at the end of sections and are not •	
embedded within the text. The user may also contact either the United States Geolog-
ical Survey or the Geological Survey of Canada for further guidance and assistance.

Web sites are used as references for this book; however, Web site addresses (URLs) •	
can change over time, and the Internet links given in this publication may become 
inactive or erroneous. It is suggested that users consult a Web-based keyword search 
engine if links are no longer accessible.
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The Donghekou landslide, caused by the May 2008 Wenchuan Earthquake 
in Sichuan County, China. This extremely large landslide buried hundreds of 
people and caused a landslide dam to form in the Dong He River. Photograph 
by Lynn Highland, U.S. Geological Survey. 


