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Mr. Gerard “Gerry” J. Hoetmer was appointed Executive Director of the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) in May 1997. PERI’s mission is to serve public, private, and non-profit organizations as a dynamic, forward-thinking resource for the practical enhancement of risk management. PERI partners with other organizations to deliver information and training in enterprise risk management. Serving public entities, small businesses, and non-profit organizations, PERI provides relevant and high quality enterprise risk management information, training, data, and data analysis. Mr. Hoetmer is also a member of the National Academy of Sciences Disaster Roundtable.

Prior to joining PERI, Mr. Hoetmer created, directed, and managed numerous programs for the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) in Washington, DC, for 19 years. Over that period, he held the positions of director of Research and Development, director of Public Safety Programs, and project manager. He managed diverse research, training, and research application projects such as: Assessing Local Government Emergency Management Needs and Priorities; Optimizing Fire Service Productivity and Improvement in Local Government Design of a Scientific Information Collation and Dissemination System for the Federal Emergency Management System; the Report to Congress on Fire Master Planning for the U.S. Fire Administration; and the Emergency Management Institute’s City and County Manager and Emergency Manager Disaster Preparedness course.
Before Mr. Hoetmer joined ICMA, he was with the city of Aurora, Colorado, serving in both the City Manager’s Office and as the assistant to the fire chief. He has provided expert testimony for numerous cities across the country as well as before Congress on a variety of public safety issues. He has written and edited numerous publications and articles including the preeminent college textbook on disaster management entitled Emergency Management: The Principles and Practice for Local Government.
Mr. Hoetmer holds a bachelor’s degree in history and earned a master’s degree in public administration from the University of Colorado in 1976.
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