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What is Urban Runoff?





Runoff from urban areas, a type of Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS), occurs when rainfall or melting snow runs over the land picking up harmful chemicals, and mixing them into rivers, lakes, and coastal waters and groundwater. Urban runoff is the third largest source of water quality impairments to surveyed rivers.





Hard surfaces like buildings, roads, and parking lots do not allow water to slowly filter into the ground. The water remains at the surface causing excessive amounts of water runoff. This carries harmful chemicals and eats away at stream banks, damages streamside vegetation, and widens stream channels, resulting in extremely high or low water levels and high water temperatures.  


		


Where Does it Happen?





Urban runoff is found in any built-up area.  Because of their impervious surfaces, built-up areas generate 9 times more runoff than woodland areas of the same size.





Who Does it Affect?





You!!  Urban Runoff affects everyone.  Most people are unaware that they contribute to the problem. In EPA Region 3, urban runoff accounts for 6% of our stream impairments.





What Can You Do to Help?





Never pour chemicals down storm drains.


Take your car to a carwash where the water is treated and recycled.


Wash your car with environmentally       friendly detergent and on grass or gravel that acts as a filter.


Recycle used motor oil.


Check your car for drips and have them taken care of quickly.


Minimize chemicals and fertilizers; apply according to instructions.
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