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Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washrngton,  DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney, Montana opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions
and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board
program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing
a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the
absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney lost 7 flights per week while
rho other effected communities only lost 2 flights. Sidney has no bus service, rail
service or inter-state highway access. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely yours,

iPJ hn G. Beagle

120 2nd Ave. SW. l Sidney, MT 59270 l 406-482-4480
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November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL.-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney, Montana opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions
and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board
program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing
a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the
absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney lost 7 flights per week while
the other effected communities only lost 2 flights. Sidney has no bus service, rail
service or inter-state highway access. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely yours,

7%%kmdeJA
Marvellee Fink

120 2nd Ave. SW. l Sidney, MT 59270 406-482-4480



November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney, Montana opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions
and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board
program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing
a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the
absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney lost 7 flights per week while
the other effected communities only lost 2 flights. Sidney has no bus service, rail
service or inter-state highway access. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely yours,

&c!B-

Karen Gebhardt

120 2nd Ave. S.W. l Sidney, MT 59270 406-482-4480



November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney, Montana opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions
and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board
program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing
a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the
absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney lost 7 flights per week while
the other effected communities only lost 2 flights. Sidney has no bus service, rail
service or inter-state highway access. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely yours,

(!&LLL [Cl&%
,

Kendal Kallevig

120 2nd Ave. S.W. l Sidney, MT 59270 l 406-482-4480



November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney, Montana opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions
and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board
program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing
a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the
absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney lost 7 flights per week while
the other effected communities only lost 2 flights. Sidney has no bus service, rail
service or inter-state highway access. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely yours,

Betty McGuire

120 2nd Ave. S.W. l Sidney, MT 59270 406-482-4480



609 South Central
P.O. Box 885

Sidney, MT 59270
(406) 482-2616

Fax: (406) 482-3814

November 29,1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction if
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and should be considered
in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Craig Averetk’



609 South Central Ave. ,_ - p ,--,., _,_ P.O. Box 885. ,
CJ&,ey, MT 59270 L 3 f.! ‘,I - tl I‘! 1 ’ u;” Phone (406) 482-26 16

November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55 RoomPL401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction if
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and should be considered
in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

’ Eldon Martini



Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room Pl-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy
reductions and directives issued by the Department of
Transportation . An across the board program reduction is not
always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a
reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air
service program exist and should be considered in any future
Department orders.

This decision leaves Sidney without any transportation services
between 6 AM Saturday and lo:30 PM Sunday. We don't have any
other public transportation for Sidney and count on air services.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the
vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Gregoey pJ(, Breuer
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Montana’s Sunrise City
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Water  Commissioner
GREG  ANDERSON

November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No. 46092 et al

The City of Sidney, as well as the surrounding communities, strongly oppose the
distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the Department of
Transportation. An across the board program reduction is not always the most efficient or
prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the
Essential Air Service Program exist and should be considered in any future Department
orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana sincerely hopes this is only a temporary
situation and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Respectfully submitted,

Harold L. Mercer
Mayor



COUNTY OF HILL
STATE OF MONTANA
Havre, Montana 59501

Lloyd Wolery, Chairman
Kathy Bessette, Commissioner

Patrick D. Conway, Commissioner

[406]265-5481 Ext. 27

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

December 1, 1995

RE: Docket No. 46092, et. al.

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to convey our concerns regarding the reductions in Essential
Air funding issued by the Department of Transportation.

We feel reductions could be made without across the board cuts and we
urge the Department to consider alternatives when facing the need for cuts
in the future.

Montana is a big country with vast distances to cover and not many modes
of transportaion available. Essential Air Service is a necessity to those
of us living in Central Montana.

Sincerely,



COUNTYOFRICHLAND

OFFICE OF CLERK AN~,a~C~RDER,-r;;!i:,:!. ..// ,^’
201 W. Maid  . Sidney, Montana 59270 . (406) 482--l  708 0’ Fak:’ ,(%j 482-373 1

,,- I-. p .I- *, P. I.. . . 7 ,*
Elmina J. Cook

I, e. _. 4 L, : ( w I> L.

Clerk atid Recorder
Lois R. Olson

Deputy Clerk and Recorder

November  30, 1995

Doxntxznq Sewices  Divisia
C-55, Roan PL-401
Department of Trans~rtatim
400 7th Street S. W.
Washingtm, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

ToWhmItMay Cmcern:

TheCounty of RichlandandCity of Sidney opposes the distribution
of the subsidy reductions  and directives issued by the Department
of Transportation. in across the board program reductim is not
always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a
reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air ser-
vice program exist and should be considered in any future Depart-
mentorders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast
distances and the absence of other modes of public transportation.
WMzanahops this is atempmary situation and looks forward to
this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

6f--&-7&Q/J I_
Elmina J. Cook, C&&k and Recorder

K’Hti
. O&n, Deputy



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
201 West Main - Sidney, Montana 59270

406-482-1706 FAX 406-482-3731

WARREN E. JOHNSON, CHAIRMAN
DWIGHT E. THIJZSSEN,  VICE-CHAIRMAN
BING C. POFF, MEMBER
November 29,1995

ELMINA COOK, CLERK

DOCUMENTARY SERVICES DIVISION
C-55,  ROOM PL-401
DEPARTMENT (IF TRANSPORTATION
400 7TH STREET SW
WASHINGTON,  DC 20590

RE: DOCKET N. 46092 et al.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THE RICHLAND  COUNTY COMMISSION OPPOSES THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUBSIDY REDUCTIONS
AND DIRECTIVES ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. THE PURPOSE OF THE THE
SUBSIDY IS TO INSURE REMOTE LOCATIONS HAVE REASONABLE ACCESS TO NEEDED TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES AND THE CURRENT DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM WAS DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THIS ACT.
WHILE ACROSS THE BOARD REDUCTIONS SOUND LIKE THE FAIREST WAY TO ACCOMPLISH A REDUCTION
THEY DO NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE UNIQUENESS OF INDIVIDUAL AREAS.

RICHLAND  COUNTY DOES NOT HAVE REASONABLE ACCESS TO OTHER FORMS OF PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION AND OUR BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONAL CLIENTALE WILL BE ADVERSELY
AFFECTED BY THIS CHANGE IN SERVICE. WE HOPE THIS WILL BE A TEMPORARY SITUATION AND THAT
EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO EVALUATE THE WISDOM OF THIS DECISION.



THE FAMILY CLINIC
214 14th Ave. S.W.

Sidney, Montana 59270
(406 )482-1104

J. L. AshcraB,  M.D.

November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern;

I am a physician in Sidney, Montana. I have been in practice in this community for 20 years.
I believe I have learned to understand the essential nature of air service to the rural
areas of Montana. It is imperative to our communities to be able to maintain a viable air
transportation system.

I personally oppose the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the
Department of Transportation for the essential air service program. It is my impression that
the reductions have been across the board. This is not always the most efficient or the best
manner for implementing reductions in my view. There must be other alternatives that are
viable for reducing essential air service programs and there options should be considered
before final orders are implemented.

Air services are truly an essential part of the economic viability of eastern Montana
because of our vast distances and the total absence of other acceptable modes of public
transportation. I hope this reduction in funding for the essential air service program will
be temporary and that our air service can be returned to its previous level in a short period
of time.

Sincerely yours,

J& Ashcraft, MD

jla/rw



120 2nd St. N.W. n Sidney, Montana 59270 n (406) 482-3212 n FAX: (406) 482-3235

November 30, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-40 1
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Docket #46092  et al

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney, many people in the surrounding area and myself oppose the
distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the Department of
Transportation. The most efficient and prudent manner for implementing a reduction is
not always an across the board program reduction. I believe there are other alternatives
for reducing the essential air service program and these alternatives should be considered
in any future department orders. This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to
the vast distances and the absence of other modes of other transportation. Montanans
hope this is a temporary situation and look forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Brad Franklin
Loan Officer

BF/dd



November 3 0, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Docket #46092  et al

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to voice my concern regarding the subsidy reductions and directives issued by
the Department of Transportation as it pertains to Essential Air Service. I have been told
that the Essential Air Service is funded by a tax on every air fare ticket sold and it is not
fUnded  by taxes on the general public. If this is the case, why are we cutting the Essential
Air Service by millions of dollars and still leaving the tax on the air fare tickets? If
Essential Air Service is going to be cut, then the tax on air fare tickets should also be cut.
Since this is a specialized tax on air fares, I do not believe that it should be used to balance
the budget. Please advise me if the information that I have been given is correct and, if it
is not, please give me the facts so that I can talk knowledgeably.

Eastern Montana is a very sparsely populated area and there are vast distances between
populated areas. Much of this area is not serviced by ground transportation,
consequently, Essential Air Service provides the only source of public transportation out
of some of these areas, i.e., Sidney, Montana. For this reason, please be informed that
Essential Air Service is truly essential to eastern Montana.

Sincerely,

Q&f& llL+14L6

John L. Franklin
President

JLF/dd

120 2nd St. N.W. n Sidney, Montana 59270 m (406) 482-3212 n FAX: (406) 482-3235



November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-40 1
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Docket #46092  et al

Dear Sirs:

I am employed at a locally owned bank in Sidney, Montana. The essential air service
program is crucial to our town. We at Sidney, Montana oppose the distribution of the
subsidy reductions and directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across
the board program reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for
implementing a reduction. There are other alternatives available which should be
considered.

This service is very essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. We in Montana hope this is a temporary situation
and look forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

GJQcrd4

Eleanor Skaar
Vice President

ES/dd

120 2nd St. N.W. n Sidney, Montana 59270 n (406) 482-3212 n FAX: (406) 482-3235
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THE INCOME TAX PEOPLE
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November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction if
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and should be considered
in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

H & R Block
609 S. Central

Sidney, MT 59270



: JCPenney

Documentary Services Division
c-55 , R0w1 PI,-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distrj&bution  of the
subsidy reductions and directives issued by the Department
of Transportakion. AI-I across the board program reduction is
not always the most efficient: or prudent manner for
implementing a reduction. other alternatives for reducing
the essential air& service program exist and should be
considered in any future Department wxkrs.

This service is tru3_y essential in eastern Montana due to
the vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation.
and looks

Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

J. C. Penney Company, Inc.



November 27, 1995

Documentary Services Division
c-55, Room PL-401
Dept of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

TO whom It May Concern:

The community of Glendive opposes the distribution of the subsidy
reductions anddirectivesissuedbytheDepartmentofTransportation.
Anacrosstheboardprogramreductionisnotalwaysthemostefficient
or wise decision. Other alternatives for reducing the esential air
service program exist and should be looked at in any future orders.

This service is very essential in eastern Montana due to the vast
distances and the absence of other kinds of public transportation.
Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and that these cutbacks
will not become standard.



M WILLISTON n

2301 2nd Ave. West n P.O. Box 26 n Williston, ND 58801 &?&ijh&8Z&~  I : c i”

November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction if
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and should be considered
in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.



November 28, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The Montana Aeronautics Division opposes the distribution of
the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the
Department of Transportation. An across the board program
reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent manner
for implementing a reduction. Other alternatives for
reducing the essential air service program exist and should
be considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential to central and eastern
Montana communities due to the absence of any other mode of
public transportation and the fact that these communities
are uniquely isolated.

The actions taken by the carrier to comply with this order
do not imply acceptance or approval by the State of these
cutbacks as permanent. Montana hopes this is a temporary
situation and looks forward to this loss of service being
restored.

Sincerely,

Administrator -



Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room Pl-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy
reductions and directives issued by the Department of
Transportation . An across the board program reduction is not
always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a
reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air
service program exist and should be considered in any future
Department orders.

This decision leaves Sidney without any transportation services
between 6 AM Saturday and lo:30 PM Sunday. We don't have any
other public transportation for Sidney and count on air services.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the
vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

ck R. Rasmussen



w RICHLANDQ

- BANK 82 TRUST

101 South Central Ave.
Sidney, Montana 59270-4123
(406) 4823520

95UEc-5 PH 4:31

November 30, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Docket No. 46092 et al.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Sidney, Montana has suffered from the across the board subsidy reduction
directed by the Department of Transportation. We believe this is not the
best method of implementing a reduction in this subsidy.

Our air service is entirely dependent upon the essential air service
subsidy. We have no other modes of public transportation due to our remote
location. Please reconsider the reduction in this subsidy.

We would like to see the subsidy restored to allow us use of the essential
air service program.

Sincerely yours,

6iTL-4-JGi-4
Robert J. Goss
President

RJG:ps

‘lpeople  To People Banking”



Telephone: (406) 482-4679
FAX: (406) 482-5306

Nouember 28, 1995

Documentary Seruices Diuision
C-55, Room PL-481
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20598

HE: Docket No. 46U.YZ et ai.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy
reductions and directiues issued by the Department of Transportation.
An across the board program reduction is not ailuays the most
efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
aiternatiues for reducing the essential air seruice program exist and
should be considered in any future Department orders.

This seruice is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the uast
distances and the absence of other modes of public transportation.
We residents of Sidney haue no other form of public transportation--
no bus or train seruice! How can these cuts be justified when we
haue no other means of trauei? We haue made great progress in
prouiding access to Rural America and now we haue taken a giant step
backward with these cuts.

Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and looks forward to this
loss of seruice being restored in the immedlate future. I strongly
urge you to seek out other aiternatiues for the funding of the much
needed Essential Air Seruice program.

Sincerely,

Kim McNutt-Roberts
Executiue  Director



N o v e m b e r  29, I!?95

Documentary  Serv i ces  D iv i s i on
c - 5 5 , Room PL-401
Department of  Transportat  ion
400 7 th  St ree t  SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 4 6 0 9 2  e t  a l .

To Whom It May Concern,

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i d n e y  o p p o s e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e
s u b s i d y  r e d u c t i o n s  a n d  d i r e c t i v e s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . A n  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d  p r o g r a m  r e d u c t i o n s  i s
n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  o r  p r u d e n t  m a n n e r  f o r
implement ing  a  reduc t i on . O t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  r e d u c i n g
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  a i r  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m  e x i s t  a n d  s h o u l d  b e
c o n s i d e r e d  i n  a n y  f u t u r e  D e p a r t m e n t  o r d e r s .

T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  t r u e l y  e s s e n t i a l  i n  e a s t e r n  M o n t a n a  d u e  t o
t h e  v a s t  d i s t a n c e s  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  m o d e s  o f  p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . M o n t a n a  h o p e s  t h i s  i s  a  t e m p o r a r y  s i t u a t i o n
a n d  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  t h i s  l o s s  o f  s e r v i c e  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d .

and  Mi les  C i ty



November 30,1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No. 46092 et. al

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and
directives issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program
reduction is not always the most efficient or prudent method of implementing a reduction.
Please consider other alternatives for reducing the essential air service program.

The service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the large distances between major
communities and the absence of other modes of public transportation. Sidney has no
public bus or train transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and looks
forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Enid Stennes
Branch Manager
406-482-5 100



SIDNEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
“Montana’s Sunrise City”

909 S. Central Ave. l Sidney, Montana 59270 l (406) 482-19  I6

November 30, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 30092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney and the mcmbcrs of the Sidney Chamber of Commerce
!g

strongly oppose the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the
Department of Transportation. We have already been affected by the reductions and it
has seriously impaired our ability to do business in Sidney. An across-the-board
program of reductions is not always the most efficient or prudent manner for
implementing changes such as this; other alternatives exist and should bc considered in
any future DOT orders.

Many of our businesses are cxprcssing the same  concern in similar letters; we
wouldn’t bother if we didn’t believe that this service is truly essential. We have vast
distances to cover in eastern Montana and few modes of transportation to choose; in
Sidney, there is no other choice--no bus, no Amtrak, no choice. We are isolated, but a
vital part of Montana, and we must continue to be so. We ask that you reconsider.

Sincerely,

Sharon L. Rau,
Executive Vice President
Sidney Chamber of Commerce

“A Progressive Community of Unlimited Opportunities”
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Nov. 23, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Dept. of Transportation
400 7th St. SW
Washington, DC 20590

To whom it may concern:
I am writing in regard to docket number 46092, which would adversely

impact Essential Air Service to Sidney and Richland  County. We live in a
vast area and have no close access to public transportation, other than our
local Big Sky Airlines.

That’s right, we have no public bus or rail service, and we are very
dependent on our local air carrier. Many businesses and individuals in our
area depend on this service, and to make cuts across the board in
subsidies without considering the individual needs of the communities
impacted just does not make sense.

Our company is based out of Sierra Vista, Ariz.,  and I personally utilize
our local air carrier several times a year for business trips to Arizona. I do
not want to have to drive 273 miles to Billings in order to make business
connections. My wife has health problems that necessitate her flying to
Billings several times per year for treatments. Our local air carrier has a
special rate for this service. Again, I do not want to have to take off work
and drive her to Billings when she’s in need of treatments. Now she can
fly to Billings in the morning, take her treatments and return to Sidney
the same day.

It is our sincerest hope that you will study this issue closer and restore
full funding for our Essential Air Service program.

Sincerely,-
-_x*.r;rrcuhc\

Rick Schneider, publisher The Sidney Herald



SIDNEY MILLWORK CO.
Cambrian Lane
P.O. Box 1125

Sidney, Monlana 59270
Phone (406) 482-2810
Fax (406) 482-2858

November 30, 1995

Document Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction is not
always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other alternatives
for reducing the essential air service program exist, and should be considered in any future
Department orders.

It is difficult to operate a business that requires large area distribution from an area as remote as
Sidney. We need manufacturers representatives, emergency technical support, and other
services to be very available. The more transportation is curtailed the more difficult our effort
becomes. We hire 50 people,

This service is truly essential in Eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence of
other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and looks
forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Dolph M./Harris, President
Sidney Millwork Company
Sidney Montana
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Duane E. Smith, CPA
Richard A. Lange, CPA

Gene W. Koch, CPA

Certified Public Accountants
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1060 South Central Ave.
Sidney, Montana 59270

Telephone: (406) 48&4510
FAX: (406) 4JB1514

Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room Pl-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy
reductions and directives issued by the Department of
Transportation . An across the board program reduction is not
always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a
reduction. Other alternatives for reducing the essential air
service program exist and should be considered in any future
Department orders.

This decision leaves Sidney without any transportation services
between 6 AM Saturday and lo:30 PM Sunday. We don't have any
other public transportation for Sidney and count on air services.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the
vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

&A
Duane E. Smith

.

Member  A.I.C.P.A. 0 Member P.(‘.I’.S.
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L. R. SMITH, INC.

November 29, 1995

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No 46092 et al.

To Whom it May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives
issued by the Department of Transportation. An across the board program reduction if
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for implementing a reduction. Other
alternatives for reducing the essential air service program exist and should be considered
in any mture Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the vast distances and the absence
of other modes of public transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation and
looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

’ L . R S m i t h



STATE OF MAINE

DEPARTMENT  OF TRANSPORTATION
1 “‘1; .l C’: -; ;,,*  : I,-,,I:.[ ,;-T;R+$PORTATION  BUILDING

STATE Hi& S+A~~N 16 AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0016

JOHN G.  MELROSE
Commissloncr

November 30, 1995

Documentary Services Division, C-55
Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket 46092, et al., Subsidized Essential Air Service
Communities

Dear Secretary Pena‘:

I am commenting on behalf of the State of Maine Department
of Transportation in response to Docket 46092, et al., an ORDER
TERMINATING SUBSIDY ELIGIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTING SUBSIDY
REDUCTIONS, AND TENTATIVELY SELECTING CARRIER.' I reference
Docket 49626, Augusta/Waterville; Docket 47769, Bar Harbor; and
Docket 47770, Rockland; these are the three communities within
the State of Maine which will be adversely affected by the
reductions as outlined in the order.

We understand the urgency that necessitated an expedited
action to reduce subsidy to the affected communities in order
safeguard the integrity of the program. We are, however,
concerned with the disproportional reductions which the order

to

calls for and the adverse impact which these reductions will have
on this State's air transportation system. For instance, by
reducing the number of trips at Augusta from 24 to 10 round trips
per week, you have, in effect, reduced available seats to the
market by 58% and for all practical purposes eliminated weekend
service. This reduction comes at a time when the market is
demonstrating recovery following the hiatus in service
precipitated by the bankruptcy of Northwest Airlink. The problem
at Augusta is further exacerbated by the fact that the difference

THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IS AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION - EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Documentary Services Division, C-55
November 30, 1995
Page 2

between 10 and 24 to the carrier is a plane. The decision for
the carrier becomes one of restructure or eliminate the route.

Rather than belabor the point, I do offer two potential
solutions. First, action should be taken to immediately
negotiate reduced subsidy levels. Utilizing the latest available
figures for enplanements, there should be some demonstrated
savings from current routes. Any savings can then be reapplied
to those most harmed in an attempt to restore higher levels of
service prior to the next seasonal changes.

As an alternative, consider offering to the State a block
grant to manage as a transportation program. With an established
level of funding, the State or the community can then look for
other opportunities to mix and match without having to be
concerned that any adjustment to local fees would trigger a
reduction in subsidy. Certainly there are adequate procedures
within each State Department of Transportation to oversee such a
program.

In closing, the reductions in service necessitated by budget
reductions will be detrimental to our air transportation system.
We do believe that it will take extraordinary flexibility on the
part of USDOT to insure the viability of this program and to help
rural communities to retain scheduled air service.

Sincerely,

Director
tation Division

RLR:nl



CHARLES P. O’LEARY, JR.
c0MMIss10NER

THJ’i STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

November 30, 1995

Documentary Services Div-C55
Room PL-40 1
United States Dept. of Transportation
400 7th Street SW
Washington DC 20590

RE: Comment on DOT Order Terminating Subsidy Eligibility and Implementing
Subsidy Reductions; Docket 46092 et al. and Docket 46291

Dear Sir,

We are in receipt of the Department of Transportation order Terminating
Subsidy Eligibility and Implementing Subsidy Reductions, and Tentatively
Selecting Carrier, Docket 46092 et al. and Docket 46291 which dictates
reductions in FY 1996 funding and service levels at Keene, New Hampshire
under the Essential Air Service program.

A review of the order indicates an inequity in the reduction of weekly trips,
instead of pro-rating the available funding to the essential air service routes.
The more present service exceeds ten trips per week, the greater the penalty
under this proposed order. Ironically, it is those routes with higher service
levels that are probably closer to reaching self-sufficiency, and therefore
meeting the goal of the Essential Air Service Program - unsubsidized service -
that will suffer the greatest set-back. Limiting service to two trips per day for
five days per week will fragment service throughout the seven day period and
effectively hinder passenger growth.

Keene , served by Colgan Air, was projecting subsidy-free operation in CY
1997. This reduction of service and resulting impact on passenger growth will
most certainly negate those projections.

We oppose the order as currently written, and request you reconsider in
light of the impacts on the program. As a minimum, allow the carrier and
community more flexibility in deciding when subsidized service should be
flown. In the interest of fairness, a solution should be reached that impacts all
carriers and routes in an equal manner, and most certainly not excessively
penalize those routes closest to success in the EAS program. The local

I JOHN 0. MORTON BUILDING - 1 HAZEN DRIVE - P.O. BOX 483 - CONCORD, N.H. 03302-0463
TELEPHONE 603-271-3734  - FAX: 603-271-3914  - TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH l-60&735-2964



community and carriers involved are in the best position to evaluate their
individual markets and manage the effects of EAS funding reductions.

Sincerely,

Harold W. Buker, Jr.
Director of Aeronautics

COP/ ber



November 29, 1995
202 3’d Ave N W
Sidney, Montana

Documentary Services Division
C-55 Room PL-40 1
Department of Transportation
400 7* Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

Please register my opposition to the distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued by the
Department of Transportation. The Sidney Area is composed of productive, independent, hardworking
people whose only means of public transportation is provided by the essential air service program. Due to
the isolation and geographic this service is essential. Without these services our abilities to contribute to
the welfare of our nation and it’s people will be impaired.

pe this is a temporary situation and look forward to this loss of service being restored as quickly as

Sincerely,



TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.-
89
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Documentary Services Division
C-55, Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street Si4

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Docket No. 46092 et al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The community of Sidney opposes the distribution of the
subsidy reductions and directives issued by the Department ,
of Transportation. An across the board program reduction is
not always the most efficient or prudent manner for
implementing a reducticn. Other alternatives for reducing
the essential aiz service program exist and should be
considered in any future Department orders.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to
the vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation. Montana hopes this is a temporary situation
and looks forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

II



United States
Postal Service

Documentary Services Division
c - 5 5 , Room PL-401
Department of Transportation
400 7th St. SW.
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE. Docket No. 46092 et. al.

To Whom It May Concern:

The distribution of the subsidy reductions and directives issued
by the Department of Transportation definitely hurt the mail
service for the community of Sidney and surrounding area. We
had been using the flights that have been cut for our express
and priority mail. Because of the cutbacks, we can no longer
offer overnight delivery outside the state of Montana and it
has delayed a good share of our priority service by one day.

This service is truly essential in eastern Montana due to the
vast distances and the absence of other modes of public
transportation. We hope this is a temporary situation and look
forward to this loss of service being restored.

Sincerely,

Jim Jardine
Postmaster
Sidney, MT. 59270-9998


