Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, Homer, Alaska

Position needed 09/15/05 - 05/15/06
(Flexible by 1-2 weeks)

Student Conservation Association (SCA)
Volunteer Position in Visitor Services/Interpretation

Position description

The volunteer will assist the Visitor Center manager in coordinating volunteers, promoting the Center, assisting with special programs/events and staffing the information desk. (50%) The volunteer will coordinate and assist with special events such as Coastweeks, National Wildlife Refuge Week, Winter Carnival, Spring Break Programming, Earth Day, and the Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. (35%) On occasion, they will assist the book store manger with processing orders and other bookkeeping. (5%)  They will assist the Education Specialist with the presentation of interpretive and educational programs to school groups, special-interest groups, and the general public; as needed. (10%) 

The volunteer may be involved in a mix of one or more of the following during the season: leading nature or bird walks, leading intertidal walks, and developing/ conducting evening and senior center programs. 

Area description

Homer is a small coastal town in South Central Alaska. It is known for its scenic beauty, halibut fishing, and artists. Homer is at the end of the Kenai Peninsula and on Kachemak Bay. Summer, June to August, temperatures range form 45-65 degrees Fahrenheit with bouts of rain. Winter (October to April) temperatures run –10 to 35 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Training description

The volunteer will be trained on Kachemak Bay and Homer natural history and visitor elements. They will also be trained in specific environmental education programs they will assist with. 

Educational Opportunities

The volunteer will visit other centers and may do special projects to assist biologists and learn about Refuge resources.

Required/Desired background

Required: Education and or experience in visitor services/environmental education/outdoor education/natural resources management and/or related field. 

Desirable: Interest and/or knowledge of marine environment, birds. Public-speaking skills. Experience in visitor center operations. Experience teaching school-age children in a programmed manner.

Housing:

Shared apartment with four individual/paired sleeping rooms, some with private baths. Large common area, kitchen. Laundry facilities and bikes, for employee use, on premises. Numerous parties are accommodated for various amounts of time. SCA intern should understand that they might be asked to change their room arrangements, periodically. 

Transportation:

Not needed. Refuge vehicle provided for work use. Visitor Center is within easy walking distance of housing. Bikes are also available at housing. 


Required 
Working with Children
U.S. citizens only in this position

Coordinator:
Marianne Kronk



Title:
Visitor Center Manager

Address: 95 Sterling Highway Ste. 1



Homer
AK
99603



Phone Number:
907/226-4619
Fax Number:
907/235-7469



Extension:
Email
Marianne_kronk@fws.gov
