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TOWN OF CHELSEA RECEIVES $220,000 FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR UPGRADE TO WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY


Chelsea, VT:  The Town of Chelsea will use a $99,000 grant and a $121,000 loan from USDA Rural Development’s Water and Waste Disposal Programs to renovate the existing wastewater treatment facility, built in 1974.  A new clarifier will be constructed to use as a backup to the existing clarifier, now beyond its design life.  The new clarifier will allow for greater chlorine contact time and better effluent sampling procedures.  The water system will also be extended to the treatment plant to provide potable water.  The system provides services to 257 customers.


        "The majority of Vermont's wastewater plants are now over 20 years old and in need of major upgrade or replacement," said Jolinda LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development in Vermont and New Hampshire.  “Rural Development is committed to help as many rural communities as possible with these improvements."


The original clarifier is in good shape despite its age due to the excellent care given by the plant employees.  Because of the second clarifier, the first will not have to run at full capacity, ensuring that it will last even longer. “We have dealt with Rural Development in the past,” said Jack Johnson, Select board Chair.  “We have always found them easy to work with and the combination grant and loan made this more affordable for the town.”


Water and Waste loans and grants are made to public bodies, non-profits and corporations to develop or improve water and wastewater systems in rural areas.  To find out more about USDA Rural Development Water and Waste Disposal programs, please call Naomi Hatch at 802-828-6032 or visit the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt
