When checking nest boxes are not currently designed as “Active”
· Stay at a distance (> XX m) and wait ~XX min to see if any birds are actively using (i.e., entering/exiting) the box.

· If no activity is seem, walk over to nest box, tap gently on box to see if any birds are inside the box. 

· Open box and record if there is any nesting material or eggs present.

· If bird exited the box, record the species of birds and band combo, if known.

When checking nest boxes that were active at the last nest check
Eggs have not been observed in nest box
· Observe nest box at a distance to see if female is actively building the nest (i.e. is the female making repeated trips to the nest?)  If yes, then DO NOT approach the nest box.  Record or confirm the color bands on the female (and male, if in attendance) and leave.
Eggs have been observed in nest box

· Slowly walk up to nest box.  Gently tap on nest box.  Observe to see if female or male leaves nest box.  Confirm color bands of female and male, if present.  Open next box and check for the number of eggs present.  If young are in nest, count the number of young AND the unhatched eggs.

When checking nest boxes are active and had nestlings at the last nest check

· Slowly walk up to nest box.  Gently tap on nest box.  Observe to see if female or male leaves nest box.  Confirm color bands of female and male, if present.  Open next box and count for the number of nestlings present.  If there are still unhatched eggs in the nest, count both the number of young AND the unhatched eggs.

Data that should be recorded at all nest checks

Notes about data:

· Data recorded on data sheet should be data that the field worker is confident is true. If, for some reason, the field worker is unsure about data, the field worker MUST explicitly state that the data values recorded are a “best guess” rather than “truth”.

Example 1:  A field worker thinks they saw the full color band combination of the bird, but never got a good look.  In this case, next to the color band combination on the data sheet, specify “unsure” or “best guess”.

Example 2:  A field worker is counting the eggs in a nest box and then it start to pour rain.  The field worker is pretty sure there were five eggs in the nest, but not 100% sure.  Again, next to this data entry should be “best guess”.

· (for example, i

· Not the color band combinations of the male and female

· If this is the first sighting, then note the color combination

· If this is a repeat trip, always confirm that the color combination is correct

· If the female is making repeated trips to the nest,  note that as “nest building” a

