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Episode Introduction and Preview 

Gizmo It’s Halloween time.  The Shannon, Deshawn, and Lu 
are talking about costumes.  They will go to the store to 
buy their costumes for a Halloween party.  Here are 
some new words and phrases you will hear in this 
story. 
Do you want to wear. . . 
I dressed as a . . .  
I really like . . .  
I saw . . .  
I want to . . .  
I went . . . 
I wore a . . .  
That is a funny costume. 
That was a scary costume. 
What did you wear last year? 

 

Let’s begin. 

 

Set Up Story Script 

Display title 
Happy Halloween 

Intro shot  

Music up 

Opening: Shannon, Deshawn and Lu in the backyard at the picnic table making a jack-o-lantern. 

Shannon I really like Halloween.  

Deshawn What did you wear last year?  

Shannon I dressed as a queen.  

Deshawn Do you want to wear a queen costume this year?  

Shannon No.  I am going to be a dancer.  What did you wear last 
year? 

 

Deshawn I dressed as a monster last year.  I am going to wear a 
scary costume this year, too. 

 

Shannon Lu, what are you going to wear? 
  

Lu I don’t know. What is Halloween?  

Shannon Halloween is a great holiday. We wear costumes.  We 
put on face paint.  Then, we have fun.   Young children 
go to houses.   

 

Deshanw Yeah, They say, “Trick or treat!”  Then, they get candy 
and treats.  We don’t go to houses and get candy.  We 
go to Halloween parties.  We eat and dance.   
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Shannon Then, we tell ghost stories or watch scary movies.  We 
watched movies last year.  They were really scary!    

Deshawn We are going to a big party this year.  Do you want to 
go with us, Lu?  

Lu Yes, please!  

Mrs. Moore enters the room 

Mrs. Moore Would you like to go to the costume store?  

Shannon and Lu Yes, please!  

Mrs. Moore Deshawn, do you want to go the store with us?  

Deshawn Yes, I do.  

The group is in the car and the conversation continues. 

Lu What is the name of the costume store?  

Mrs. Moore The name of the costume store is Super Costumes.  I 
went there last year.  They have great costumes!  

Deshawn Mrs. Moore, what did you wear last year?  

Mrs. Moore I dressed as a police officer. Mrs. Moore reflects on last 
years party, we see a thought 
bubble of the party with her 
dressed as a police officer. 

Shannon It was funny.  

Mrs. Moore I went to a party.  

Deshawn I was a monster. My costume was really scary. Deshawn at last year’s party 
in a monster costume. 

Shannon Mom, I want to be a dancer this year. Shannon with a thought 
bubble of herself in a dancer 
costume. 

Deshawn I want to wear a vampire costume this year. Thought bubble of himself in a 
scary vampire costume 

Mrs. Moore  Lu, what do you want to be?  

Lu I don’t know.  

Mrs. Moore Here we are. This is the costume store. Wide shot of the outside of 
the store. 

The group enters the costume store 

Deshawn Wow – there are lots of costumes. The walls are lined with 
extravagant costumes. 

Mrs. Moore Yes.  There are many costumes in this store.  The 
store has signs for each costume.  The signs have 
information about the costumes.  Lu, do you want to 
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wear a costume? 

Lu Yes, I do.  What should I wear?  

Mrs. Moore  Look at the costumes.  Read the information.  Then, 
choose a costume. 

Mrs. Moore pointing to or 
holding a sales flyer from the 
store. 

Music up  Scene closes with Lu looking 
at the camera  

End of Set Up-Robot 
Robot Helper Looks like Lu needs some help selecting a costume for 

Halloween. Do you know what you are being asked to 
do?  
 
Watch the movie, scene-by-scene, and then read 
along with these same scenes.  When you are ready to 
move on, return to the map by clicking on the 
Compass. 

 

 
Quizzes 
KNOWLEDGE BRIDGE 1 
Questions appear in Chinese, answers in English. 
 
Where did Mrs. Moore take Shannon, Deshawn and 
Lu? 
a.  to the park 
b.  to the party 
c.  to the costume store 
 

 
User watches the scene from set up story, selects 
answer, clicks feedback, gets Robot pos/neg response.  
Clicks next to advance to the next question.  
 
 

 
What did Mrs. Moore dress as last year? 
a.  a police office 
b.  a dancer 
c.  a queen 

User watches scene of set up story; answers question. 
 

 
What does Lu need to choose? 
a.  a book 
b.  a costume 
c.  a pumpkin 
 

User watches scene of set up story; answers question. 

KNOWLEDGE BRIDGE 2 
Question 1 
User sees an image Lu on the telephone. There is an 
empty text bubble above Lu’s head. 
 
Lu wants to tell Ping in English what he has learned  
about Halloween.  What does he say? 
 

a. Children dress in costumes. They get candy. 
b. Children ride their bicycles. They fall down. 
c. Children wear funny hats. They get presents. 

 
 

 
User selects answer then clicks submit to see if they 
were right. 
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Question 2 
User sees an image of Deshawn and Lu talking in 
the back yard. There is an empty text bubble above 
Deshawn’s head. 
 
Deshawn wants to describe the costume that he 
wore last year.  What does he say? 
 

a. I was a police officer. 
b. I dressed as a monster. 
c. I wore a dancer’s costume. 

 

User selects answer then clicks submit to see if they 
were right. 

Question 3 
User sees an image of Lu and the group in the back 
yard. There is an empty text bubble above Lu’s head. 
 
Lu wants to find out what costume Shannon wore 
last Halloween.  What does he say? 
 

a. What did you wear last year?  
b. What are you wearing this year? 
c. What can I wear last year? 
 

User selects answer then clicks submit to see if they 
were right. 

 
Reading Machine Text 
READ SECTION 

Narrator [This is a sign at Super Costumes.] 
 
Get ready for Halloween with us!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you dressed as a boring character?  Do you want to look 
great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have exciting 
costumes.  We were the first choice for costumes last 
year.  Choose one of our terrific costumes.  Use our 
special face paint.  Then, you will be a big success at 
any Halloween party.  
 
Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have lots 
of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He wore a 
boring costume last year.  Now he says, “I am going to 
be a scary vampire this year.  Super Costumes is a great 
store!”    
 

Audio sync to highlight.  User 
explores meaning with 
dictionary. 

LINKS SECTION 

  
Get ready for Halloween with us!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you dressed as a boring character?  Do you want to look 
great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have exciting 

blue = grammar 

green = culture 

orange = images 
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costumes.  We were the first choice for costumes last 
year.  Choose one of our terrific costumes.  Use our 
special face paint.  Then, you will be a big success at 
any Halloween party.  
 
Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have lots 
of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He wore a 
boring costume last year.  Now he says, “I am going to 
be a scary vampire this year.  Super Costumes is a great 
store!”    
 

GRAMMAR LINKS 
were “Were” is the past tense of the irregular verb “to be.”  

 
Verb tenses express time. A verb in the past tense 
expresses an action that has already happened. To 
form the past tense of regular verbs, add “ed” to the end 
of the word. For example, the past tense of “dress” is 
“dressed.” 
 
Irregular verbs do not use “ed” at the end to form the 
past tense. To form the past tense of irregular verbs, 
you do one of three things. You leave the word alone, 
you change the vowel that is in the middle of the word 
or you change the word completely. 
 
“To be” is an example of an irregular verb that changes 
completely from present tense to past tense. For 
example, the third person present tense of “to be” is “we 
are.” The third person past tense of “to be” is “we were.”

 

what did you wear… When a question begins with the pronoun “what,” it 
signals that the speaker wants or needs information. 
This is called an “interrogative.” In the simple past 
tense, question forms are made using the auxiliary verb 
"do" (in its past form, "did") followed by the simple form 
of the main verb. In this case, the main verb is “wear.” 

 

Do you want to.. “Do” is an auxiliary or helping verb, which is used to 
help form the voices, tenses or moods of other verbs. A 
verb tense is the property of the verb that expresses 
time. 
 
“Want” is a transitive verb that means many different 
things. When “want” means “desire or wish,” as it does 
here, it must be followed by an infinitive. An infinitive is 
a verb form that is usually introduced by “to,” such as 
“Do you want to be a clown for Halloween?”  
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dressed The word “dressed” is a regular verb in the past tense. 
Verb tenses express time. A verb in the past tense 
expresses an action that has already happened. To 
form the past tense of regular verbs, add “ed” to the end 
of the word. For example, the past tense of “dress” is 
“dressed.” 
 

 

wore  
“Wore” is the past tense of the irregular verb “to wear.”  
 
Verb tenses express time. A verb in the past tense 
expresses an action that has already happened. To 
form the past tense of regular verbs, add “ed” to the end 
of the word. For example, the past tense of “dress” is 
“dressed.” 
 
Irregular verbs do not use “ed” at the end to form the 
past tense. To form the past tense of irregular verbs, 
you do one of three things. You leave the word alone, 
you change the vowel that is in the middle of the word 
or you change the word completely. 
 
“To wear” is an example of an irregular verb that 
changes completely from present tense to past tense. 
For example, the third person present tense of “to wear” 
is “we wear.” The third person past tense of “to wear” is 
“we wore.” 
 
 

 

then “Then” is an adverb that refers to time or the order in 
which something needs to appear.  
 

 

CULTURE LINKS 
Halloween party Halloween parties are a very common way for kids and 

adults a like to enjoy and celebrate the fun of 
Halloween.   
Some traditional Halloween party activities include 
Bobbing for apples, having a costume contest, visiting a 
haunted house, or watching scary movies. 
Bobbing for applies is a game where the player must 
pull floating or bobbing apples from a tub of water using 
only their mouth.  They can not use their hands.  The 
person who catches the most apples in a set amount of 
time wins.   
Dressing up in costumes is a big part of Halloween so 
having contest to see who has the best is always fun. 
People visit haunted houses for fun.  They want to be 
scarred out of their minds.  Haunted houses are made 
up of people who dress up as scary creatures and jump 
out at visitors or chase them to scare them for fun.  The 
best haunted houses are the ones that scare you the 
most.  
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There are lots of movies made for the Halloween 
season designed to scare the viewers too.  Some 
famous scary movies associated with Halloween in 
recent years are The Shining, Friday the 13th, and 
Nightmare on Elm street. 

IMAGES 
town  

costumes 

face paint 

clown 

monster 

vampire 

Photos  

FALLOUT SECTION 

dressed 

lots 

Get ready for Halloween with us!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you _____ as a boring character?  Do you want to look 
great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have exciting 
costumes.  We were the first choice for costumes last 
year.  Choose one of our terrific costumes.  Use our 
special face paint.  Then, you will be a big success at 
any Halloween party.  
 
Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have 
___ of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He 
wore a boring costume last year.  Now he says, “I am 
going to be a scary vampire this year.  Super Costumes 
is a great store!”    

 

with us 

will be 

wore 

were 

Get ready for Halloween _______!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you dressed as a boring character?  Do you want to 
look great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have 
exciting costumes.  We ____ the first choice for 
costumes last year.  Choose one of our terrific 
costumes.  Use our special face paint.  Then, you 
_____a big success at any Halloween party.  

 

Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have 
lots of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He 
____ a boring costume last year.  Now he says, “I am 
going to be a scary vampire this year.  Super Costumes 
is a great store!”    
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this 

these 

were 

where 

then 

the 

last 

wore 

Get ready for Halloween with us!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you dressed as a boring character?  Do you want to 
look great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have 
exciting costumes.  We were ___ first choice for 
costumes last year.  Choose one of our terrific 
costumes.  Use our special face paint.  ____, you will be 
a big success at any Halloween party.  
 
Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have 
lots of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He 
____ a boring costume ___ year.  Now he says, “I am 
going to be a scary vampire ___ year.  Super Costumes 
is a great store!”    
 

 

RECORD SECTION 

1. were 

2. choose one 

3. Do you want 

4. Halloween 

5. we were the first 

6. scary vampire 

7. boring 

8. then you will be 

9. costumes 

10. then 

Get ready for Halloween with us!  We have the best 
costumes in town.  What did you wear last year?  Were 
you dressed as a boring character?  Do you want to 
look great this year?  Then shop with us.  We have 
exciting costumes.  We were the first choice for 
costumes last year.  Choose one of our terrific 
costumes.  Use our special face paint.  Then, you will 
be a big success at any Halloween party.  
 
Do you want to be a clown?  We have 50 funny clown 
suits.  Do you want to dress as a monster?  We have 
lots of monster costumes.  Mike is our customer.  He 
wore a boring costume last year.  Now he says, “I am 
going to be a scary vampire this year.  Super Costumes 
is a great store!”    
 
 

 

 
COACHING 1 & 2 
BE THE COACH 1 
A sales person from the store approaches Lu and begins to talk with him. 
 
student Hi, Are you going to a Halloween party? Last year the 

school Halloween party was great! 
 

Lu  
Yes.  I need to choose a costume.  Umm..  

Lu stumbles over his words 
then looks to the user for 
help. 

Gizmo Lu wants to find out what a friend wore to the costume 
party last year.  What does he say? 
 
(Answers are in English) 
 
 What did you wear last year? 
 What did you do last year? 
 What did you eat last year? 

 

User watches the intro 
movie.  Helps carry the 
story mission along through 
the episode. 
 
User answers question.  If 
correct, advance to next 
scene. 
 
If incorrect 1st time, gets a 
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“try again” 
 
If incorrect 2nd time, 
program auto answers the 
question sending the user 
back to practice.  User will 
not advance on the map. 

Closing Scene 
Lu What did you wear last year? 

 
Close up Lu. 

Clerk I dressed up as a dog! Woof! Woof! (hangs out tongue 
and makes panting noises) 

Medium shot, Lu and clerk 

Lu (laugh sfx) Wide shot Lu and clerk.  Lu 
turns to the user and gives a 
thumbs up. 

BE THE COACH 2 

Same scene at the store. Medium shot both characters. 
 
Gizmo Lu wants to know what the student is going to wear to 

the costume party this year. What does he say? 
  

• What did you wear last year? 
• What do you want to eat? 
• What are you going to wear this year? 

 

User listens to the scene 
then responds to Gizmo’s 
question. 

Ending – Play when user answers correct. 
Lu What are you going to wear this year? Medium shot Lu and student

Clerk I’m going to be a king. 
 

Medium shot Lu and student
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Featured Cultural Content  
Halloween Each year, on the last night of October, millions of children across the U.S dress up in 

costumes and take to the streets for a spooky dose of “trick or treat” fun.  
 
Few people really know the history behind this haunted holiday. Halloween's origins 
date back to ancient Europe, when people commemorated the end of summer and the 
harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a time of year that was often 
associated with human death.  It was believed that the disembodied spirits of all those 
who had died throughout the preceding year would come back in search of living bodies 
to possess for the next year.  Naturally the living did not want to be possessed so they 
would dress up in all manner of ghoulish costumes and noisily paraded around the 
neighborhood, being as destructive as possible in order to frighten away spirits looking 
for bodies to possess. 
 
Many Halloween rituals practiced today such as wearing masks, costumes and burning 
bonfires can be traced back to the ceremonies performed in the old days.  However, 
Halloween no longer carries any significant ceremonial meaning but has turned into a 
night of light-hearted play for young children and a time to celebrate the change of 
season from summer to fall.   
 
Halloween is a holiday of beautiful fall colors.  People decorate their front yards and 
doorsteps with pumpkins of various sizes with various shades of orange. Jack-lanterns 
are made by carving faces into a pumpkins and placing a burning candle inside to glow 
on Halloween night.  Along with the pumpkins, you will also find decorations with 
haystacks, scarecrows and flowers that bloom in the fall.   
 
Little kids look forward to Halloween because they can dress up in costumes, which 
triggers a great amount of imagination and anticipation. They also love to walk from 
house to house to collect candy.  They say “trick or treat” when they knock on the door.  
They get some treats from each visit and before long they are carrying a big basket of 
candy that will last for months! 

Fall Festivals Throughout the United States, special annual celebrations, or festivals, are held during 
the autumn months. Many of these events have a central theme and provide an 
opportunity for large numbers of people to come together and participate in variety of 
fun activities. 
 
The National Storytelling Festival held every October in Jonesborough, Tennessee is a 
favorite for story lovers. For 3 days, tents and seating are set up in downtown 
Jonesborough for audiences to watch and hear imaginative tales and characters come 
to life as told by skilled storytellers from all over the world. This 30-year old event is 
considered one of the top storytelling festivals in North America.  
 
Another 30-year old fall festival is the Annual Half Moon Bay Pumpkin Festival, in 
California. For 3 days, festival goers can visit a rustic pumpkin patch, hear music, buy 
arts and crafts, participate in pumpkin pie-eating and pumpkin carving contests, and see 
the winner of the pumpkin weigh-off where the winner gets a prize of $5 per pound for 
the heaviest pumpkin. Some entries have weighed over 1,000 pounds! 
 
One fall event you’re likely to find in every state is a state fair that can last anywhere 
from a week to a month. Most fairs have rides like those found in amusement parks as 
well as refreshments like cotton candy, candy apples and popcorn. You can visit the 
exhibit halls, see livestock competition, play games of skill and chance and hear all 
types of live music.  

 



E20  - Happy Halloween        Page12 

KARAOKE  
Let’s go to the costume party 

Narrator 
 
 
 

 
Let’s go to the costume party. 
I’ll dress as a king. 
Let’s go to the costume party. 
You’ll dress as a queen 
 
Do you want to go to the party?  
Yes, I do. Yes, I do. 
I really like costume parties. 
I like to wear a funny costume. 
 
Let’s go to the costume party. 
I’ll dress as a dog. 
Let’s go to the costume party. 
You’ll dress as a cat. 
 
I went to a costume party last year.  
What did you wear? 
I wore a scary mask.  
I looked like a monster.   

Each cut/normalized audio file 
needs markers on every word as 
well as a text file for each verse. 
 
 

 
APPLY- FINAL CHALLENGE 
READ ASSESSMENT – Lu picks his costume. 

Lu is looking at an invitation to a costume party. Cut to a close up of the invitation. It says: You are invited to a 
costume party. Dress as your favorite animal. Pumpkin carving contest. See you on Halloween! 
Robot:  

 

Lu is reading a checklist of costumes the salesclerk 
gave him to choose from.  He wants to be a clown.   
 
 
[Text below displays on screen in Chinese] 
Choose the line that describes a clown costume. 
 

• I really like scary costumes.  I want to wear a 
monster costume. 

• I really like funny costumes.  I want to wear a 
clown costume. 

• I really like magical costumes.  I want to wear a 
wizard costume. 

 

Student must read the map 
and click on one of three M/C 
answers 
 
1st time fail: 
User hears first feedback in 
English with Chinese text only 
translation displaying on 
screen: 
“No, try again.”. 
 
2nd time fail: 
User hears 2nd feedback: 
“It’s this one.”” 
After 2nd fail and auto answer 
displays, advance the student 
to the next scene. 
 

Lu Thanks.   We see Lu hand the clerk his 
choice and the clerk hands Lu 
a funny clown wig and suit. 

Shannon Okay Lu, let’s go to the party now! others join Lu at the counter 

Deshawn Yeah.  Let’s go. group leaves for the party 
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LISTENING ASSESSMENT – What is Shannon Going as? 
BACKGROUND: In the car on the way to the party.  Friends are talking about their costumes. 
Lloyd I’m going as a pumpkin.  
Deshawn I am going to be a scary vampire this year.  
Shannon I’m going as a dancer.  
Gizmo: Click on the costume Shannon wants to wear this year.   

[3 audio buttons appear with illustrations of each 
costume] 

pumpkin costume button 

dancer costume button 

vampire costume button 
 

 

SPEAKING ASSESSMENT - Your turn 
The passport character selected would appear in the scene with the other characters. The scene is in front of the 
school.  No one has changed into their costumes yet. There are 7 total student responses required. 
Conversation 01 
Gizmo Now it’s your turn to talk about Halloween.  Click on the 

student to begin. 
 

 

Female Student Hello  
Gizmo Say  -- Hello.  Are you going to the Halloween party? (1)  
If correct:   
Female Student Yes.  I am.  I want to wear a police office costume.  
Gizmo Say – Do you like scary costumes?  (2)  
If correct   
Female Student Yes, I do.   
Gizmo Say – I want to wear a funny costume. Do you like funny 

costumes? (3) 
 

If correct   
Female Student Yes, I do.  See you later. Girl goes inside the school. 
Shannon Let’s go put on our costumes. Transition to inside the 

school gym everyone is 
wearing costumes.  

Conversation 02 
Gizmo Click on the student to begin.  

Male Student Hi.  user’s image next to a 
superhero 

Gizmo Say – Hi, I like your costume. (4)  

If correct:   

Male Student Thanks.  It’s a superhero costume.    

Gizmo Say – What did you wear last year? (5)  

If correct: 
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Male Student I dressed as a doctor.  
Gizmo Say – Were you a scary doctor? (6)  
If correct:   
Male Student No, I was a funny doctor.  
Gizmo Say – Do you want to be a doctor next year? (7)  
If correct:   
Male Student No, I don’t know my costume yet. Bye. User turns to Shannon and 

Lu. 
Shannon and Lu Let’s take a picture. (camera sfx)  
Gizmo Good work!  Click on the photo to save in your 

scrapbook and end this lesson. 
 

User clicks screen and is 
sent back to the backpack 
to begin the next episode. 
 

 
 

Word Wizard, Hidden Treasure, and Falling Jewels 
Vocabulary 

Target  Recycled Enrichment  
as 
candy 
children 
costume(s) 
decorations 
door 
each 
face 
famous 
funny 
Halloween 
holiday  
home 
house(s) 
idea 
jack-o-lantern 
people 
pumpkin 
scary 
them 
to choose 
to dress (as/in) 
to invite 
to stop 
white 
year 
 

and  
animals 
at 
because 
black 
cat 
dancer 
different 
dog 
father 
food 
friends 
fruit 
fun 
good 
in 
king 
large 
lots 
many 
October 
of 
orange 
party  
police officer 
queen 
really 
some 
store 
they 
then  
to come  
to dance 

31st  
balloons 
hey 
monster 
streamers 
though 
to knock 
trick-or-treat(ing) 
superhero 



E20  - Happy Halloween        Page15 

to open  
to paint 
to want 
to wear 
United States 

Phrases 

Target  Recycled Enrichment  
Do you want to go/wear. . . 
I dressed as a . . .  
I like to . .  
I really like . . .  
I saw . . . .  
I want to . . .  
I went . . . 
 I wore a . . .  
That  is/was a funny/scary 
. . .  
That . . . is funny/scary. 
What did you wear? 
Yes, I do/No, I don’t 
Let’s  

Do you like . . .  
I like . . .  

The children say, “Trick or treat.” 
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